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LEARN FASTER 
By Anna Hurtado 

Sheknewthatshewaspretty, 
Withherring letsandsmoothskin, 
Hergreeneyescastsu ltrybeneath lashes 
Stil l sheworeclash ingcolorsandthesestrange 
Gold and red track shoes 
Thathadbelongedtohermom 
Sheworeripped jeansandpillyblacktee-shi rts 
Wornenoughtoshowthetrain ingbras 

Her grandmahadboughther 

Herfriendsaccused her ofwea ri ng makeup, 

Pointingouther th ick,dark lashesand 
Naturallygroomedbrowsandher 

Andshemade it into 
A Th ing 

Itbecame importantthatshedidn't 
Beingprettywasoneth ingbutputtingeffortintoone'sappearance 

Shehadbeentaughtfromdubioussources 

Werenotasselfrespect ing,smart, 
Tough 
As they shou ld be. 
Butthenh ighschool camearoundand 
Sherea lizedshewasoldenough 
Towearacroptopsoshed id, 
Bearingher slimbronzemidri ff 
Toan appreciative world 
And itbecameagame 

Can l getthisboyto li keme? 

Theanswer wasa lmosta lways 

Maybell ineWaterproofMasca ra 

!n its pink bu llet 
Madeherlashesappea r even longe r 

Andhe r eyesmoredramatic 

Concea lerh idtheoccasiona l zltand 
She li kedtosmoothmeta ll icpowder onher eyelids 

When itwasaspecial occasion 

Sheforgotwhat ither eyes looked likewithoutthewaxyshellac 

Eventua llyherbodybecameespeciallycurvy 
In places and 

Boyswantedtobeclose 
To those places 
She had her pick 
without really considering 
Ifshewantedanyofthoseboys 
in the fi rst place 
But 
Aboywithsma ll hands 
Decidestomakeherh isg irlfriend 
Wh ich she soon discovers 

Involves noth ing but having 
Yourpantsreached intoandyournewunderwear pushedas ide 

Without asking 
Whileyouaresittingnexttohim 
Atapartywithall yourfr iends 
Shecan'tmoveandhermouth 

Isgone 
All that's leftbeh indare lips 
Glossed hopefu lly in light pink 
completely useless 
Exceptfor aspleasureforanotherperson 

Herbodyqu ickly learnstheartof 
Stayingverystil l andhoping 
That it'll beoverqu ick ly 

"Th is poem is refe rencing someth ing I th ink that a lot of fema le presenting people have to deal with as they grow up; the dangers of being wanted and how 
sca ry it can be. Most of my work revolves around my experience as a woman and about fem ininity." - Anna Hurtado 
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TIMELESS 
By Taylor Kaye Nielsen 

I've lived in Oregon for six years, and I still don't know how to get to my college or to my favorite restaurant without using google maps. I haven't been to that 
part of Riverton since that October, but I still have a turn-by-turn road map to your house etched into my brain. You turn right at the church we once laid in the 

parking lot of, counting stars. I remember asking you that night if you'd remember this moment ifwe were to break up, and I remember you laughing and 
wondering why I couldn't just be in the moment with you, why to me everything had always been fleeting and permanent al l at once, why when we were in 
your bed falling in love, I was burning the layout of your room into my mind and why even 1 O fucking years later I still remember every detail of that god damn 
brown truck. The same brown fucking truck that sends panic shivers down my spine even today, three states away when it passes me on the highway. The 

same stretch of highway I took to escape that town, to escape that church parking lot, to escape that room, to escape that bed of yours, that same fucking bed 
I'm still trapped in when my current boyfriend t ries to make love to me, or touch me, or even fucking just sleep next me. That same fucking bed that I'll never 
get out of, that same fucking tomb of a bed I'll be buried in. 

"I'm just like all the other wonderful girls in this world, going through hard shit every day. But I'm still here, and I'm still writing, and that is something." 
-Taylor 
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TRUST 
By Scooter Milne 

A sma ll, unassuming shop 
Grittier than most store counters 

But appropriately so 
The smears of grease and road dust 
Common decor here 

The bu rly man behind the counter 
Has as many mil es as I do 
Presumably, more or less 
The grease on his hands 
Matches the cash reg ister 

Here's when I beg in my f ight 

With an opponent 
Who doesn't know he is 

"Do you have th is in stock?" 
Igivehimasmall paper 
With a part number 
Scrawled in pink marker 

"Whatmodel?"heasks 
I te ll him, the numbers instead of name 
"Year?" "Two thousand" 
Not that it matters 

"Ohyeah,"hesmiles, 
"Did you need one?" 
He doesn't check 
"No, not yet, maybe later" 

I've just won th is battle 
And he doesn't even know 
I won'tbe hereaga in 
Because he spoke to 

My boobs, not to me 

I cante ll ,because 
I know more than him 

Nobody ever needs th is part 
It's not in stock 

Not anywhere 
Telling me he has one 
Isa stra ight-up lie 
I know th is shop 
Isn't trustworthy 
I try elsewhere 

Scooter is a first-yea r student at LCC. She is pursu ing an MOT, and hopes to transfer and work on a BA in writing in the future. In her spa re time, she likes to 

wo rk on fanfiction, and study an imation fo r fun. She is the cu rrent President of LCC's GSA as well as a peer writ ing tutor. 
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