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Forgiveness policy
may absolve students
from past (GPA) sins

Academic Council still refining the
policy; a final version may be ready
for the 1999/2000 school year

Sabrina Forkish
Staff Writer

photo by Garth Rydstedt
Frank Merrill, coordinator of LCC's Native American Program, stands in
front of the Circle of Life Blanket — a gift for building and extending
programs in education for Native American Students.

Students who attended LCC many years ago and re-

ceived poor grades may be eligible to get a “fresh start”
in a few years. They could then return to the college with-
out factoring in their previous GPA with current grades.

“A ‘forgiveness’ or ‘fresh start’ policy is ... an oppor-
tunity to not let the grades or GPA that (students) first
received hamper them in their current goal,” says Aca-
demic Council member Mason Davis.

The fresh start would theoretically give a returning
student the same opportunities as those who are begin-
ning classes at Lane for the first time, such as when ap-
plying to limited enrollment programs. The policy should
go into effect within the next two years.

The council, which reviews appeals from students
who seek exceptions to campus policies, receives many
applications from students wishing to have poor grades
from past years dropped from their transcripts, says
Davis.

The council recognizes that many students have legiti-
mate reasons for doing poor academic work before, but

see Forgiveness page 3

LCC instructor surprised by
gift at OIEA conference

Janice Dresser
Staff Writer

Frank Merrill, coordinator of LCC’s Na-
tive American Program, was given some-
thing last month he wasn’t expecting.

On April 17, Merrill was going to
drum the honoring song at the Oregon
Indian Education Association’s 23rd an-
nual conference at the University of Or-
egon. Or so he thought.

At the end of the program, Merrill
was presented a Circle of Life Elders
Blanket by UO’s International Studies
assistant professor Rob Proudfoot.

“This blanket is for someone who

| Circle of Life Blanket
8 honors Merrill’s service

builds programs and extends programs
throughout the state,” announced
Proudfoot at the ceremony.

The large square blanket is divided by
a four-color grid—black, white, red and
yellow. A center circle is evenly divided
by the same colors against a tan back-
ground. These are the earth’s colors and
represent the four directions of the
earth, Merrill explained.

“This is the Native American way of
receiving honor,” Merrill said. “The com-
munity honors what the person has
done. The blanket is an honor between
the people for keeping Native American
students in school.”

Emphasizing community involvement,

see Merrill page 2

Lane’s baseball team slides into second consecutive playoff run

Jean Ranney
Staff Writer

Lane’s baseball team is playoff-bound
once again.

The Titans get started in the NWAACC
tournament against Green River on May 21
at Yakima Valley Community College in
Yakima, Wash. The first pitch is set for 1 p.m.

LCC is embarking on its second straight
playoff run, with just a little less preparation
than it expected. The Titans were scheduled
for a doubleheader against Chemeketa, but
that twinbill was lost to the rain. The team

hasn'’t played since May 15, a 164 win over
Southwest Oregon CC.

In the meantime, the players are trying
to keep their skills sharp.

“Everyone else in the league had a big
layoff too, so I think it'll be okay for us,”

The Titans enter the playoffs as a second-
seeded team; Mt. Hood finished ahead of
them in the Southern Division. LCC was the
division winner in 1997.

“I feel confident that we can win even
though we're going in as a second seed,”
says Dryden.

says first
baseman Tim

Dryden. “The
pichers were
able to rest their
arms, and the
team got in some
practice time.”

NWAACC Tournament
May 21st First Round Pairings
Mt. Hood vs Lower Columbia 10:00 am

Green River vs Lane 1:00 pm
Edmonds vs Walla Walila 4:00 pm
Columbia Basin vs Bellevue 7:00 pm

“We're a good hit-
ting team, and
the only way we
can lose is if we
hurt ourselves.”
Lane has pre-
pared for the

NWAACC battle with as many practices as
the weather permits. With the double-elimi-
nation tourney now here, the Titans are try-
ing to stay calm.

“The sophomores have been here before,
they know what to expect,” says pitcher
Corky Way. “But me? I'm a freshman, and a
nervous one at that.”

If LCC wins its first-round game, the
team will then play May 22 at 8 p.m. against
the winner of the Columbia Basin-Bellevue
game. A Titan loss sets up a 1 p.m. match
against the same game’s loser. The
NWAACC champion will be decided May 25.
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Jericho House sounds trumpet against substance abuse

Victor Runyan
Lead Writer

The house looks like any
other building being renovated,
but the cat named “Higher
Power” gives a hint that some-
thing more is happening here ...
like healing.

A local organization — which
requested anonymity for this ar-
ticle — runs six “transition”
houses for people recovering from
drug and alcohol abuse; the new-
est of these is called Jericho. While
two are for women and children,
the other four — including Jericho
House — are for men, says Charles

5400 CASH BONUS

toward purchase or lease”

King, president of Jericho House

“detoxification” and treatment

and a student in LCC’s Chemical with organizations such as
Dependency Counselor Training Buckley House Detox or Serenity

Program.

King says he
dislikes another
common term
for this type of
facility — “half-
way house.”

“We don’t do
anything ‘half-
way’ here,” he

These are
homes for people

who are without a stable environ-

“We don’t do
anything
‘half-way’

Lane. Residents pay
rent, buy their own
food, and are re-
sponsible for their
actions, but aren’t
judged for their
pasts, says King.
They are at-

»
here, tempting to stay
E away from risky en-
— Charles King  vironments, places
where the chance
of returning to alco-
hol and drug use is much higher.

ment to return to after undergoing Some people come to a house

like Jericho with no particular
time frame between treatment
and living on their own.

“We've had people stay here
(in a house) as long as a year and
a half,” says King.

The houses are self-support-
ing, and King says residents learn
to get control of their lives, be-
cause that control — self control
— is vital to their recovery.

The residents are also helping
to remodel the building. When the
project is complete, Jericho will
house up to 15 people; it currently
provides shelter for five. King adds
that transition house residents
strive to be good tenants — his

CHECK i OUT

ONTHEWEB.
www.ford.com

1998 Ford Escort Z>XoA

You've hit the books. Now it's time to hit the road. Ford can help. College seniors
and grad students get $400 cash back* toward the purchase or Ford Credit
Red Carpet Lease of any eligible Ford or Mercury. It's academic: pocket the cash,
grab life by the wheel. For more College Graduate Purchase Program info,
call 1-800-321-1536 or visit the Web at www.ford.com

Mocury G

“To be eligible, you must graduate with an associate’s or bachelor's degree between 10/1/96 and 1/5/99 or be currently enrolled in graduate school.

You must purchase or lease your new vehicle between 1/4/98 and 1/5/99.
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me customer and vehicle eligibility restrictions apply. See your dealer for details.

organization has never lost a lease
— and good neighbors. Although
it doesn’t openly announce its
presence, King says he is willing to
talk to any neighbors who want in-
formation about the house and its
mission.

As part of the house’s opening
ceremonies May 19, Sweet Water,
an elder of the Menominee tribe,
blessed the house. King says he in-
tends to make special efforts to
reach out and help members of the
First Nations (Native-Americans).
Their needs have been
underserved, he says, a fact he

see Jericho page 3

Merrill

from page 1

Merrill later added, “We are
working with families. Education
is built by families.”

Pam Brooks, newly elected
ASLCC president, is grateful for
Merrill’s help as a scholarship li-
aison for her.

“He advocates for students,”
she says.

“He even let us borrow his car
one time,” Brooks recalls. “The
brakes had gone out on the car
we were going to drive. So he
gave us his so we could get to
Seven Feathers Casino to drum.
He goes above and beyond what
is required.”

He helped Student Mary
Godowa by acting as a conduit
between her and her Klamath
tribe office to get her paperwork
completed before an upcoming
deadline. Godowa also looks to
Merrill as a cultural link.

“Frank tells stories that have
a lesson in them from the native
perspective,” she relates. “I was
raised by a white family. The sto-
ries are another piece of the
puzzle for me.

“I'm thankful we have elders
like Frank,” Godowa sums up.
“They have knowledge and an
open heart.”
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]ericho from page 2

wants to change.

King says he felt a calling to do
more for all addicts, which drew
him to LCC’s Chemical Depen-
dency Counselor Training Pro-
gram, where he’s a
first-year student.

“(Drug addiction) is
a very powerful dis-
ease,” says King, who
has also worked at
Buckley House Detox.
“I've lost count of the
number of clients that
have died.”

LCC'’s program is in-
tensive, lasting two
years and asking a lot of
the 50 students enrolled
each fall, says Barbara
Thorson, coordinator of
the CDCTP. Students

Charles King is a
first year Chemical
Dependency
Counselor Training
Program student.
photo by Garth Rydstedt EZ

spend the first year in the class-
room, then the second year is split
between classes and internships at
local treatment organizations.
The schedule prepares stu-

FOI‘giVQIlESS from page 1

LCC currently has no way to re-
move old grades for the students.
Yet council members noticed that

initiated, and a student may only
apply for a fresh start once.
There are still issues that the

dents for certification in the State
of Oregon as chemical depen-
dency counselors, a very market-
able degree, says Thorson. People
with advanced degrees in general
counseling sometimes go through
the program to make themselves
more sought after, she adds.

Thorson points out that the
program’s students have such
good reputations in the profes-
sional community that many are
offered jobs — often by the orga-
nization with which they interned
— before they finish the program.
This becomes a dilemma for stu-
dents, who are then torn between
attaining their certificate and start-
ing to earn money.

She says many students de-
scribe their dedication as a “call-
ing” they had to answer, and

can see the faces they elected.

ASLCC ICE CREAM SCOOP

The ASLCC will hold an ice cream social in
Bristol Square (outside the cafeteria) June 3
from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. The newly-elected sen-
ate will be scooping the ice cream so students

All students are invited for free ice cream

discard the notion they are in it
“for the money.” She also notes
that about half the students in her
program are recovering from ad-
dictions of their own, or have been
touched by the disease in other
ways, such as watching loved ones
battle addiction. Most students in
the program tend to be older, av-
eraging in their 30s.

“This is a place where maturity
is a benefit,” says Thorson.

Jerry Diller, an instructor in the
CDCTP, says that transition
houses like Jericho and support
groups like Alcoholics Anony-
mous complement but don’t re-
place professional counseling. He
says Jericho and AA groups are
pragmatic, concentrating on
“What do we have to do to keep
you sober?”

was 43.3 years, compared to 40.6 the year before.
WOMEN’S PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP

The Women’s Program is offering a $500
scholarship for 1998/99. Applicants much be sec-
ond year students in 1998-99, be single mothers
with financial need and have at least a 3.0 GPA.
Application deadline is Friday, June 5.

Counseling, on the other hand,
explores the reasons for the addic-
tion and tries to help clients work
through their issues, while mini-
mizing relapse potential.

Diller opines that substance
abuse has increased in the last few
decades. Part of the reason, he
believes, is that “Life is harder.” He
also points out “We’re drawn to
quick fixes” and “drugs are a very
quick way to change moods.”

LCC students in need of help
for a potential drug or alcohol
problem can visit Student Health
Services in Center 126 and ask
about its Substance Abuse Preven-
tion program.

Students interested in the
CDCTP should contact Thorson
at 747-4501 ext. 2026. Fall enroll-
ment is being determined now.

and a chat with your NEW senate.
STUDENTS FIRST! UPDATE

Applications are available in the Women’s
Center, Center 213.

A status update will be given on the imple- For more information call 2353.

many four-year schools as well as
at least one community college
have ways of giving their students
new beginnings.

The Academic Council pro-
posed such a policy and sent it to
the Faculty Council and then the
Instruction and Student Council,
both of which approved it. Al-
though there are still some ques-
tions that the AC must address
before the policy can go into ef-
fect, it has decided on a few crite-
ria, says Davis.

» Before a student can apply
under the “forgiveness” policy, he/
she must have completed at least
24 credits with a 2.5 grade point av-
erage upon returning to LCC. If the
student completes an application
and LCC gives him/her a fresh
start, the college won't drop pre-
vious from his/her transcript, but
will draw a line on the transcript
the old grades from new grades.
LCC will apply passing grades
above the line towards a student’s
graduation requirements, but it
will not calculate any of the old
grades into the student’s GPA.

» The process must be student-

AC must address in the coming
weeks. One of the more important
questions it is pondering is the
number of years that a student
must have been absent from Lane
before he/she would be eligible to
apply for a fresh start. Proposed
numbers range from two to seven
years, says Davis.

Other questions include: What
effects will the fresh start policy
have on financial aid, and will lim-
ited-enrollment programs ignore
the policy?

The AC will also decide on an
official name for the policy and
how it will be publicized so that
both the students and staff know
it is available, Davis says.

“Instructors take grades very
seriously, we hope students take
them seriously,” says Davis. “The
idea here is that education has dif-
ferent ways of providing a second
chance.”

The AC will meet later this
month to refine the policy, and if
it decides to publish the fresh start
policy in the college catalog, it
should go into effect in the 1999/
2000 academic year, says Davis.

Pam Brooks

Jeff Stott

Ronda Green

Flame Stewart
Stephanie Waguespack
Geri Schweigert

Larry Cox
Wanda Lang

Thank You for
Your Support

Your New "Progressive" ASLCC Leadership

President

Vice President
Treasurer
Multicultural

senators

mentation of Students First! recommendations
Friday, May 22 at 11 a.m. in Forum 308. Imple-
mentation team leaders for the Students First!
Center, advising teams and staff from career
and employment services and federal loan pro-
cesses will share key milestones as well as
identify any difficulties they are encountering
as they proceed with implimentation. All those
interested are welcome to attend. For further
information call Rita Grimes at ext. 3004.
AVERAGE STUDENT IS 34 YEARS OLD
A new benchmark study shows that the
average age of Lane’s credit students for fall 1997 *
was 26.7 years old, compared to 28.2 the fall be-
fore. Of those, 33.6 percent were 21 years or
younger. The average age of noncredit students

school year.

STUDENT ASSOCIATES NEEDED!

Students are being recruited by the Coun-
seling and Advising Center to be trained to pro-
vide services to students.

The associates will help at student and pro-
gram orientation sessions, aid and encourage
students using Lane’s phones to register for
classes, share knowledge of campus resources
and systems with students seeking informa-
tion, staff the information booth and work the
number of hours contracted throughout the

Applications must be completed and turned
in by May 29, 1998.

For more information please contact the
Career Information Center at ext. 2296.

The Early Bird Gets the Classes At
Western Oregon University

Early Bird Transfer Registration
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday, May 30
Don’t pass up this opportunity to register
for Western's Fall term classes at the same
time as current students.

A day-long program with the transfer student in mind:
Group advising with Western'’s faculty & Orientation advising

Students must be admitted to Western by Friday, May 22.
Invitations will only be sent to students admitted by this deadline.
For more information call (503) 838-8211

WESTERN OREGON

UNIVERSITY
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JACK CLIFFORD, EDITOR IN CHIEF

THE TORCH

747-4501 ext 2014

SPRING TERM

May 25 is Memorial
Day, meaning no
classes. Bask in the

Lesson learned all in a day’s worth of work

Several weeks ago, I was struck by the
idea to write an article about a worker in
the LCC cafeteria, one of the 15 who
comprise the Specialized Employee

In fact, I first met her about two years
during a bowling outing for clients from
several group homes in the community.
She bowled quite well that day, and told

sun, drink in the blue
skies, take a dip in your
fave watering hole, or
just sleep all day.

Services crew. [ wanted to feature, in
particular, Renae Buckham.

me during our interview that she recently
rolled a score of 102, with a few spares
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It would be a story about a develop- and strikes.
mentally-disabled worker My dilemma was that
who now has pride in her 5 she didn’t use enough
work — that would lTl 9 n} the descriptive and “pro-
certainly be a dramatic Editor’s Desk found” language to carry
angle, I thought. by Jack Clifford the story, as we say in
My strategy was to first journalism.
interview Renae, talk with I turned to one of

her supervisors, then maybe “shadow” her
. in the kitchen, taking notes while she
carried out her daily duties. The theme
seemed obvious to me: Renae Buckham
has risen above limitations caused by her
disability, and she embodies the struggle
and perserverance of all developmentally-

Renae’s supervisors, SES Vocational
Trainer Kim Hayes, hoping to refocus the
angle. Our discussion focused mainly on
the myriad community changes which
furthered the cause for disabled persons.
“Tragedies and problems that occur
from poverty of environment that happen

disabled persons. to the normal population happen to this
The story was going to be one of population too,” said Hayes, who has

human challenge, human dignity and worked for 20 years in social services.

respect for fellow human beings. “When I started in this field, people with
Except that initial step didn't go as well  disabilities didn’t have access to the

as I had hoped. community, to jobs or recreation or much

of anything past ‘special ed’ in schools.”

But, the increase of LTD’s route service
began to open up more opportunities, said
Hayes, and when all buses became
wheelchair-accessible about nine years
ago, the disabled had the vehicles neces-
sary for community integration.

“Renae could’ve been sitting in an
institution somewhere, but instead, she
takes the bus every day to work and she
works in a community of people, a whole
wide variety of people,” Hayes empha-
sized.

“She’s learning so many social skills by
interacting with those people, making a

Renae is a very sweet woman, to be
sure. But our question-and-answer session
was, well to be honest, plain. She re-
sponded to my inquiries mostly with
simple answers: “I work at LCC because I
like it here and I like getting paid,” she
said to one. “I like my friends. They help
me stock napkins and bus tables,” was
another answer.

I enjoyed sitting down and talking with
Renae; it wasn't awkward since I've
worked at a group home for a year, where
I helped supervise eight developmentally-
disabled adults. Renae’s situation was not
new to me.

> ito Felipe:

— Jennifer
“I'm on the staff

“When my car

so I'm glad it’s for breaks down it's
everyone. ] am a nice to have the
bus person for bus to ride from
the past three Cottage Grove.
years so it's a very That’s now
nice idea.” money for extra
classes!”

The Torch, the official student-managed news-
paper of Lane Community College, is published

every Thursday.

News stories are concise reports intended to be
as fair as possible. Unsigned editorials are the

opinion of the paper's Editorial Board.

Letters to the Editor should be limited to 250
words and include the author's name, phone
number and address (address and phone num-
ber are for verification purposes only and are not
for publication). Cormentaries should be limited
to 750 words and should also include the author’s
name and address. Deadline for the following is-
sue is Monday, 5 pm. The Editor in Chief re-
serves the right to edit letters and commentaries
for length, grammar, spelling, libel, invasion of

privacy and appropriate language.

Mail all correspondence to: The Torch, Center
205, 4000 East 30th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97405.

e-mail: torch@efn.org
Phone numbers:

Newsroom: 747-4501 ext. 2014
Production: 7474501 ext. 2657
Advertising: 747-4501 ext. 2654

Nate Bk

“I think it’'s cool — 1
ride the bus a lot. 1
don’t think it’s been
fair to pay normal
rates.”

Ryan McKa
“I think it’s
jack that the
student
government
has control |
over this issue i
because it
should have
already been
in place.”

I'm pretty dependent on the bus. I live in Springfield,
so it’s going to be a lot cheaper.”

René Moat:
“It’s about time! I've been waiting for three
years and I buy passes every term.”

paycheck, making choices about what
happens to money. You can't teach that in
a classroom, you get experience with that
by living it.”

The meeting with Hayes was informa-
tive, but it still seemed as if something
was missing. Where was that great
statement about battling adversity, the
one about the long road taken by Renae
to reach this place, the one which would
sum up my angle on human dignity?

I went back and reread the quotes from
my interview with Renae.

She likes to play games, and Candyland
is her favorite. She puts together puzzles
and enjoys Word Searches. She takes a
PE. class three days a week, and she’s
learning to ride a bike. She lifts weights
and likes working out on the cross-
country ski machine. Her 26th birthday
was April 25, and the celebration included
a hot fudge sundae. Her opinion on
students is that “They’re messy, because
they drop food on the ground and they
don't pick it up.”

All very endearing insights, but writer’s
block continued and “story avoidance” set
in: maybe I could just ignore the whole
thing. But, the situation nagged at me. It
has to be written, because I told Renae I'd
do it. Besides, I thought, it's important so
others — those in the non-disabled
community — show respect to Renae and
her co-workers.

Just as I sat down at the computer to
force the writing process, a bolt of
inspiration smashed the wall between my
common sense and my fingers waiting to
strike the keys. What a dope I had been!

This story isn’t about me shaping

see Renae page 5
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Renae from page 4

Renae into someone other than

in the commu-

who she is. She has worked at nity, we should
LCC for three years because be allowed to
she likes her friends and she use the city
likes to get paid for the job. buses, we
Sounds familiar. should be
Renae is a wonderful human allowed to
being, and I enjoy dropping in participate in
on her while she’s eating lunch  the Eugene
or working, just to say hi. The Parks and
earlier ideas about human Recreation
challenge and human dignity (programs), we
apply to Renae because she’s should be a
human, not because she’s part of the
disabled. I respect her, as working
should you, because she’s population,

regardless of
our skill level,”

sincere, she’s funny, she’s a
hard worker, and she’s a

person. says Hayes.
Thankfully, that sentiment is “There should be something  we're doing now. Society has
becoming more widespread. for everybody and we had to changed a lot.”

“We had to convince people
all the time that we should be

ASLCC THANKS YOU

The newly-elected ASLCC Student Govern-
ment members would like to thank all who
participated by voting in the May 11-13 student
body elections.

We would like to encourage all students to
stay informed of the issues and what’s going
on in our educational community as well as
our local area by reading The Torch, and tak-
ing notice of bulletin board postings. Taking a
few moments of your time to fill out a survey,
or drop an idea or concern into a suggestion
box is taking the important step to voice your
opinion. We want to know what students want
to see happening, or not happening on our
campus. We pride ourselves on doing what is
best for our students collectively.

However each individual student is a part of
that. Please don’t think “I'm only one person.
How does my vote count or matter?” because it
does, each and every voice matters to us. We are
here to listen and to help if we can, and even if
we cannot we may be able to find someone who
indeed can. We will do our best to inform and
represent you fairly and accurately.

Pam Brooks would like to thank her partner
Adam Young and her children, Brave Bear and
Shanowa for their support and encouragement.
Jeff Stott would like to thank his wife Tracy Stott,
and their children J.J., Colby, Barrett, and Au-
burn. Ronda Green would like to thank the
Women's Center and Mike Warren for their sup-
port. Flame Stewart would like to thank out run-
ning mates and fellow students for their
confidence and support. The Progressive slate
would like to thank our senators, Stephanie

Waguespack, Geri Schweigert, and Larry Cox for

lobby so hard for that. We don't
have to make a case for what

Renae hams it up for the camera

So have I in the last few
hours, thanks to Renae.

photo by Jack Clifford

all their efforts at the table getting out the vote.

We would also like to thank The Torch for
their skill and presentation of the candidates.
We look forward to a successful and produc-
tive year.

Thank you all,
- ASLCC Student Government
1998-99
DON’T BLAME IMMIGRANTS

Well, the environmentalists are immigrant-
bashing again. The Fugene Weekly published let-
ters stating that undocumented workers are not
only a threat to our environment, but are an eco-
nomic burden as well. Bullshit!

Undocumented workers are only eligible for
two federal programs — W.I.C. and Medicaid.
The federal government estimates the total
yearly costs of providing such services to be
about $3.24 billion a year. The same federal gov-
ernment estimates that undocumented workers
pay about $7 billion in federal taxes, such as in-
come taxes and social security taxes. This cost-
benefit ratio shows the U.S. gets about $2 in tax
revenue for every $1 in services. They are a ben-
efit, mot an economic burden.

The U.S. has only 6 percent of the world’s
population, yet we use 30 percent of world’s re-
sources. If you are concerned about the burden
on the environment, don’t bash immigrants. Get
rid of some of the Starbucks yuppies and vote
out of office such people as Steve Cornacchia,
the Chair of the Lane County Board of Commis-
sioners and other members of the board, none
of whom — except Pete Sorenson — ever met a
developer they didn't like.

- Dennis Shine
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The Houston toad produces alkaloids — pharmaceutical
wonders that may prevent heart attacks or act as
ananesthetic more powerful than morphine. Yet, duc to
habitat loss. it is on the very brink of extinction, another
member of the Endangered Specics List

INTERNET ACCESS

Best prices in area! %,

unlimited use * no setup fees Oh,
high speed (56Kbps) $25 month 410 G I8
individual (33.6Kbps) $17 month ,

“._email-only $5 month
Call today for details

(541) 465-4743

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION

1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036-2266
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Campus Ministry
isn't a preachy thing

Janice Dresser
Staff Writer

In a recent student survey by
LCC'’s Campus Ministry, 14 of 18
respondents were aware of the
ministry, yet only five had ever
used its services.

Campus Ministry provided
the surveys to visitors who
stopped by its table in the caf-
eteria on Religious Diversity
Day April 15. The ministry’s
purpose was to determine stu-
dent needs in

tation.

Student Katie Tucker, one of
four respondents who didn’t
know LCC has a Campus Min-
istry, indicated an interest in
support groups from the minis-
try services list.

“College is hectic,” says
Tucker. “I would like a small
group buddy system, like a study
buddy. A buddy to call you so you
know someone cares.”

Tucker also says Campus Min-
istry needs to “advertise more”

and suggests

order to tailor : The Torch as a
future pro- ¥ source. She
grams and to A bllddy to Call thinks bulletin
find out how you SO you know board notices
many students 3 are ineffective.
areevenaware  SOMmMeoOne cares. “No one
that LCC has a knows about
campus minis- — Katie Tucker it,” declares
try. Tucker.
Respon- Campus

dents expressed the most inter-
est in discussion groups and
Bible studies among nine min-
istry services listed. Twelve
said they were interested in par-
ticipating in a Campus Ministry
group or club. Six of these 12,
as well as six of the nine re-
spondents interested in discus-
sion groups, identified
themselves as non-Christian,
yet wanting to socialize inde-
pendent of their religious orien-

minister James Sanders echoes
Tucker’s observation.

“We're a well-kept secret,”
he says.

Philosophy major David
Carlyle expressed an interest in
Bible studies on the survey, and
wonders how his philosophy
studies “would play out with
my Christian beliefs.”

“What the Campus Ministry
could do is engage the non-be-
lievers,” Carlyle suggests.

~
=
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Twenly Years of Women's Voices
Thursday. May 21st 800pm - EMU Amphitheater

Speak out against violence against women.
Local speakers and self defense demonstration.
Clothesline Project and info display tables.
Organized by the ASUO Women’s Center & Sexual
Assault Support Services 484-9791. Cosponsors:
Eugene Weekly & U of O Office of Student Life.
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The OSPIRG meeting is in full
swing when a reporter steps in to
observe the proceedings. About 15
eager LCC student volunteers are
brainstorming ideas for the fast-
approaching April 18 Hunger
Cleanup, an annual nationwide
project sponsored in part by the
activist group.

Split into two separate crews,
each one is trying to come up with
a theme to distinguish it from the
many others which will attend the
day-long “work-a-thon” to clean up
parts of the Eugene community
and raise money to battle world
hunger and homelessness.

The more vocal of the two
groups decides it will draw differ-
ent meats, vegetables and fruits on
individuals’ cheeks and call them-
selves “The Food Group.” One per-
son suggests that everyone should
wear similar clothing to show
more solidarity and the attire —
black pants and white T-shirts —
is agreed upon.

This last suggestion strikes the
reporter as ironic: It seems that
over the past several months, very
little to do with OSPIRG has been
that plain and simple.

In fact, the gray area seems to be in-

creasing.
L N

Twenty—one state PIRGs are listed on
the U.S.PIRG Internet site. States not always
perceived as pushing the environment-
friendly envelope, such as New Jersey or
Florida, share these links with Oregon.

If those 21 are the spokes sprouting
from the national headquarter’s hub in
Washington, D.C., the student PIRGs
formed at college campuses must be simi-
lar to the bubble-gum cards kids place in
bicycle wheels for sound effects.

According to literature on the web
page, “PIRG Campus Chapters combine
the energy and idealism of college stu-
dents with the experience and expertise
of a professional staff to promote the pub-
lic interest.”

That statement seems to say, in es-
sence, “Let the students make all the
noise; we'll harness the activity and take
it to the lawmakers.”

Unbeknownst to many people, there
are two PIRGs, albeit joined in forces, at
work in Oregon. The state’s PIRG roots
date back to 1971, an era that is arguably
the height of student activism. A young
Ralph Nader rallied students at the UO to
band together and fight productively for
change in the political system. According
to most reports, UO students voted-in the
nation’s first PIRG.

A split in the two acronyms came in 1983.
The Oregon State PIRG has its offices in
Portland and directs the majority of its ef-
forts at lobbying the legislature to meet its
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resource budget-

CNSIVC

environmental goals. The Oregon Student
PIRG — with an office in the same Portland
building — is designed as an educational
tool and has chapters on four state cam-
puses: LCC, Lewis and Clark College, Port-
land State University and, until recently, the
University of Oregon.

Students at each campus pay a certain
portion of their student fees to fund
OSPIRG. The
money is then

OSPIRG lost its UO chapter,

fracturing the entire organization.
Now, the group 1S beginning the

process of regaining a stronghold

n the student activist arena.

spokespeople claim the dissolution will
not have any immediate impact on other
campus chapters, which employ similar
funding structures.

Merriah Fairchild seems to be a
typical student PIRG member.

She is LCC's chapter chair, a job with

multiple duties that

keeps her busy

pooled and sent
to the state of-
fices in Portland,
where profes-
sional staff mem-
bers oversee the

ing.

According to
financial state-
ments filed by the

With OSPIRG, I can get
the skills to do some-
thing about it and that
was really empowering.”
— Merriah Fairchild

from morning to
night. At the end of
a difficult day fight-
ing the corporate
world’s egregious
ways — in addition
to attending
classes and serving
as an LCC student
ambassador — she
is tired, yet re-

student PIRG in

1997, the total

student contributions amounted to
$205,789. Other contributions, sales, and
interest raised the total revenue to $227,
017. Total expenses, listed on that same
statement, amounted to $231,117, with the
bulk of the money, $213,116, spent on pro-
gram services.

A recent turn of events at the UO
threatens the organization’s budget.

In late April, 53 percent of the 2,355
students voting in UO student government
elections rejected a measure that would
have continued the common funding
method. Each UO student was required to
pay $8.64 per year in support, for a total
of $147,000 annually. OSPIRG

mains tireless in

her activism. That
quality dropped her squarely in the OSPIRG
circle.

“I traveled for a year, I was going to
college and I still didn’t have a clue what
I wanted to do,” says the sophomore ma-
joring in political science.

“When I started getting involved (with
OSPIRG), all of sudden lights just started
going on and I started to think about what's
happening in this world. With OSPIRG, I can
get the skills to do something about it and
that was really empowering.”

Fairchild and other OSPIRG members
deliver that gospel to students during
twice-yearly recruitment drives. She can
offer them a chance to work on an array

Torch file photo
OSPIRG events, such as canned food drives, have established the organization as
a force on the social service and political landscape. Controversy and turmoil has
swirled around OSPIRG in the past year however, with financial accountabilty
issues and the loss of its UO chapter dominating newspaper headlines.

Report by Jack Clifford

of projects that the organization
pegged on its agenda for 1998:
strengthening the Endangered
Species Act, recycling aware-
ness, and the Pesticides Action
Campaign.

“Because we made Endan-
gered Species our national cam-
paign, it's well-known that that’s
the only reason we still have that
act, that it hasn’t been voted out
— yet,” she says. “It's scary that
you hold on to victories like that.
It’s like ‘Oh, they haven’t killed it
yet.” But that's still really signifi-
cant.”

OSPIRG also offers intern-
ships for academic credit in Port-
land and Washington, D.C.,
where students can work on such
issues as voter registration and
education, environmental action,
and consumer protection.

Each term brings an initial
rush of enthusiasm and an in-
crease in the organization’s num-
bers, says Fairchild. However,
students may sign up with the
organization in good faith and
have fire in their eyes, but they
don’t always follow through on
those promises.

“What bothers me the most is when
people aren’t honest with you about what
they can do,” states Fairchild. “They say
‘Oh yeah, I can do all those things’ and
they can’t do anything. I wish they would
just tell me they can't.”

Her feelings on her own involvement
settle into the gray area, and aren’t
swayed by just the wins and losses.

“If I was just doing it for the progress
we made on the issues, I think that could
be incredibly frustrating. It's true, you're
out organizing all the time, and the victo-
ries can be very, very small. What makes
up for that is that it goes beyond the is-
sues, it goes into just activism in general.

“That’s probably what motivates me
more than anything at those times when
you're like ‘Is this doing anything?"”

Now, Fairchild and her peers have to
deal with perhaps the biggest loss of all,
the UO chapter. While some OSPIRG rep-
resentatives and supporters blame conser-
vatives for the loss, opponents allege that
OSPIRG's refusal to fully open its books
for public scrutiny played the biggest role
in the group’s ouster.

Nearly everyone agrees that the sur-
prise elections results create a huge hole
in the local student activism landscape.

During the past year, OSPIRG has
been in the center of a storm perhaps not
foreseen by the group’s founders.

In late October of 1997, Torch reporter
John Dreiling requested copies of

see OSPIRG page 7




News

OSPIRG from page 6

OSPIRG'’s full financial state-

list, in total, cost more than, my

ments. Campus representatives guess, ten grand.”

showed him the organization’s
budget, which detailed how the
group planned to spend the
money collected through student
fees. But Dreiling insisted on see-
ing records showing how
OSPIRG actually spent the
money.

Dreiling claimed thathe had a
right to see the documents since,
as an LCC student, he paid the
fee and was, therefore an
OSPIRG member. The group dis-
agreed, pointing out that only
certain members of OSPIRG had
access to the records.

'The dispute reached a cre-
scendo in the early part of this
year when OSPIRG first said it
would allow him access to the
documents, but then denied the
chance one day later. That string
of events prompted local televi-
sion station KEZI to report on the
controversy.

Dreiling then used his right
under the Oregon Public
Records Law to acquire several
documents from the State Attor-
ney General’s office. After weeks
of discussion, Dreiling went to
Portland where OSPIRG al-

However, Collegio’s alleged
campaigning tactics were the
impetus behind several griev-
ances filed after the UO election.
ASUO Elections Board workers
accused him and his followers of
using a megaphone to announce
their views, an election violation.
Also, two students claim polling
booth attendants urged students

to vote against OSPIRG.

The UQ’s Constitution Court
released its report May 17, after
hearing testimony May 13 and 14.
The court ruled that, although
the incidents were disturbing, a
new election is not warranted,

meaning the results stand.

None of this matters con-
cludes at least one OSPIRG rep-

resentative.

“The vote at the University of
Oregon is no one’s fault but
ours,” says Maureen Kirk,
OSPIRG’s state executive direc-
tor. “OSPIRG has a long history
in this state and our story is an
important one. We needed to do
a better job of communicating
that our organization is worth

the funding.”

clusively, but the majority of them
— are people who would be re-
ferred to as “counter-culture,” he
says. “There’s a certain look that
some of those people have, the
long hair, the tie-dye, so there’s
those kinds of associations.

“These people have a very
strong environmental outlook
and are also concerned about
consumer rip-offs or fraud,” he
continues. “They are interested
in service-oriented work with the
poor, the homeless, the hungry.

“So it taps into a larger ‘envi-
ronmental versus business’ or
‘evironmental versus timber’
conflict, and OSPIRG obviously
is perceived as an opponent of
those hard-core economic devel-
opment folks.”

So what’s next for OSPIRG?

Kirk maintains that talks she
has had with students and Oregon
residents show there is over-
hwhelming support in the group’s
comner. The issues are sometimes
distorted by certain student
groups and members of the media,
she admits. Pointing to the UO
vote, she adds, “Any reasonable

person would have been con-

lowed full access — in fact,
any student with an interest is
now welcome, says the orga-
nization.

On May 5, another round of
bad publicity hit. Statewide
newspapers reported on two
separate lawsuits filed by UO
and LCC students in 1995
against OSPIRG. At issue then
was the mandatory student fee,
a fact the students claimed vio-
lates their First Amendment
free speech rights.

Both cases were thrown
out by the U.S. District Court
in Eugene in 1996, but lawyers
for the students are asking the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in San Francisco to
overturn that decision. No rul-

ing has been announced as of
May 20.
Maybe the biggest blow of

all to the organization, how- With the possibility of internships.

ever, is losing its UO chapter in

last month’s vote. Several UO stu-
dents who voted to de-fund
OSPIRG pointed to the financial
accountability issue as reasons.
They also voiced a general con-
cern that the group may be receiv-
ing too much money for its work.

Jonathan Collegio, a UO stu-
dent who led the opposition
against OSPIRG, says he believes
that student fees should fund stu-
dent activities, a category that
doesn't include OSPIRG, in his
opinion. He formed a group
called the Honesty Campaign to
spread his beliefs.

“I support everything OSPIRG
does on campus, and I even vol-
unteered for Streamwalk,” he
told The Torch on April 22, a day
when UO students went to the
polls.“But, you look on their pro-
motion papers and if you look at
their accomplishments, ‘Col-
lected 3,000 postcards and sent
them to the nation’s leaders.’
That doesn’t cost 150 grand. ‘Re-
moved debris from local water-
ways.’ None of the things on this

OSPIRG tackles several projects

in a year, drawing students in

Kirk graduated from the UO in
1985 and was involved with
OSPIRG during her college
years. She says that opponents to
the group miss the big picture,
and tend to paint the campus
PIRG as an institution, instead of
a “grassroots, scrappy organiza-
tion.” She also expresses confi-
dence in the kinds of challenges

OSPIRG takes on.

“People come out for
Streamwalks and Hunger Clean-
Ups because they’re important,
but also fun things to do,” she
says. “But they don’t see the day-
to-day work we do. They don’t
see the efforts we take to keep
the Willamette River at the ap-
propriate level for clean water.”

For some, the differences be-
tween the OSPIRG supporters and
bashers are based in perceptions.
Steve Candee, an LCC political
science instructor, has been the
campus chapter’s adviser since

1991, its inaugural year.

“Among those students
OSPIRG tends to attract —not ex-

fused because (voters) didn’t
get all of the information.”

In 1999, students at LCC,
who must each pay $2.25 per
term to fund OSPIRG, will
have an opportunity to vote
on a similar ballot measure.
In May of 1996, the last time
students voted on OSPIRG's
funding at the college, 78 per-
cent of those 730 students
who voted marked “yes.”

The issue is not black-and-
white though, even to appar-
ent supporters.

“I think we need to keep
OSPIRG here on campus be-
cause they educate us on en-
vironmental issues, recycling
issues, renters rights and
other issues,” says Mike
Emmons, an ASLCC senator
for the 1998-99 school year.
“But they need to keep doors
open for students and answer
their concerns about fees and
accountability.”

Kirk recognizes the impor-
tance of that statement.

“For its own sake, the chapter
at Lane has to assess the priori-
ties of students and clarify the
questions students might have,”
she says.

For now though, OSPIRG will
chug along and those involved will
savor the wins that make up for
any losses. Fairchild recalls the
Hunger Clean-Up and the positive
emotions it generated for her.

“It’s real high when you're out
there planting broccoli in a gar-
den and a organizer comes up to
you and says, ‘We had 150 people
show up this morning and we
raised $1,500,”” she says. “And
the numbers come in and you're
planting that broccoli and it’s all
worth it. Five months of knock-
ing on Student Senate doors, say-
ing ‘Come on, guys, let’s go. Get
organized.’ It’s all worth it.

“It’s living for those high mo-
ments, because most of it is the
grind, but it pays off for sure.”

Clearing
Out?

Sell your books
G magazines
Jor Cash

Buyers at two
locations

No appointment
needed

Smith ily

o kstore
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&

LCC Ticket Office at 726-2202.

Lane Community College’s Performing Arts Department presents
“Dance in the Blue Door,” a student-choreographed dance con-
cert, on June 5 and 6 at 7 :30 p.m. Above, Mona Jones and
Nahoko Sawa tune-up for the show. For more information, call the

photdé by Jeanette Belden

At the

[

Bookstore!
When?

Mon. June 8-
Fri. June 12

1 0% OFF aimost
everything in the store!

Exclusions posted in the bookstore.

Bring this ad in and receive
20% OFF one item*

* Limit one per person
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Cast members
John Elliott
(front), Mary
Mason (left), Don
Nau (center),
Cher Gramer
(right), Andrew
Ross (back)
mingle freely with
the audienc
during perfor-
mances at the
Grill Restaurant in
Springfield's
Double Tree
Hotel.

photo courtesy of

Over the Top Productions § =

The Best of LCCon TV 97

Shari Harbarger
A&FE Editor

Greed. Revenge. Catfights. Mur-
der. Whiskey-barbecued ribs.

Need I say more? Well, okay,
since you asked...

Gunsmoke: Discipline Comes
to Dodge is an interactive dinner
mystery theatre, put on by Over
the Top Productions and per-
formed at the Grill Restaurant in
Springfield’s DoubleTree Hotel.

David B. Atkinson’s original
play is based on the classic 1960s
and 70s television shows
Gunsmoke and Bonanza, with a
dash of Blazing Saddles thrown
in for fun. Katina Paxino, armed
with experience in both acting
and comedy improvisation, di-
rects the production, and John
Crider provides the music.

All the restaurant is a stage for
the actors, who mingle freely with
the audience and ask for assis-
tance in figuring out “whodunit” to
Ben Cartwright, mayor of 1892
Dodge City. Marshal Matt Dillon
(played by Don Nau) takes on the

mayoral role, vowing to find the
killer. He’s in a tentative relation-
ship with Miss Kitty (Mary Ma-
son), forthright proprietress of the
Long Branch Saloon.

Virtually every other sentence
from her painted lips is a slam
against Audra von Payne (Cher
Cramer), the competitive (and
naughty) Bavarian madam of the
Longer Branch Saloon. Doc
Adams (John Elliott), town sur-
geon and chronic lush, hits upon
both ladies in the course of the
play. However, the good doctor
finds time between passes to
razz Dillon’s comical sidekick
Festus (Andrew Ross), earnest
pursuer of truth.

The plot thickens as Audra
and Doc are also murdered dur-
ing the evening. The audience is
alternately grilled like a bunch of
criminals and beseeched for help
by Dillon (via slips of paper list-
ing suspects’ names). The cast
gives prizes are given to both the
best and worst dining-table de-
tectives of the performance.

Although the admission is a
little spendy for the average stu-
dent ($30 per person), the cost is
justifiable because of the interac-
tive fun and the outstanding din-
ner offered by the DoubleTree
Grill Restaurant (salad, choice of
entree, and dessert).

The cast members are tal-
ented, energetic actors, and their
playful sense of humor is infec-
tious. Producer Cheri Atkinson is
optimistic about the total run of
this play, believing it to be even
better than Over the Top’s first
murder mystery Until Death Do
We Part.

So if it’s within your budget,
“get a clue” and call the
DoubleTree Hotel at 726-8181 for
tickets. For more information
about Gunsmoke: Discipline
Comes to Dodge or Over the Top
Productions, please call Cheri
Atkinson at 744-2787.

e LCC NEWSCENE

NEWS AND FEATURES LIVE FROM THE LCC Main CaMmpus

"o LCC TODAY
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Tune in as Media Arts & Technology
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Filmmakers evoke powerful responses with their film

Ryan Abraham
For The Torch

A hard-hitting, heartfelt docu-
mentary film about eight women
with breast cancer searching for
the causes for their condition
brought tears and laughter to an
audience of mostly women May
16 in LCC’s Performance Hall.

The directing team of Allie
Light and Irving Saraf held a free
screening of “Rachel’s Daugh-
ters: Searching for the Causes of
the Breast Cancer,” and a discus-
sion afterward to “raise the
awareness” of the issues.

The film focuses on eight*
women with breast cancer who
live in San Francisco. The
women traveled around the
country and interviewed top sci-
entists about the possible causes
of their illnesses, especially look-
ing at environmental connec-
tions. :

The film shows in great detail
the pain and sense of helplessness
the women experience. One of the
interviewers, Carla Dalton, says, “I
have just integrated this horrible
epidemic into my life. Sometimes
my heart feels like a graveyard.”

The scientists in the film pin-

1|

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Beginning May 21 and running until June 13, the Lord
Leebrick Theatre presents the local premiere of “Arcadia,”
an existential play that asks the question, “What is truth over
time?” The setting of the play vacillates between the year 1809
and the present, flipping back and forth until both eras are
on stage simultaneously, allowing the audience to compare
each time’s version of The Truth. A gala opening for
“Arcadia” will be held after the May 22 show; this special
event is $20, which covers the play itself, champagne, hors
d’oeuvres, and an opportunity to.mingle with the cast. Regu-
lar showtimes are 8 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days, with a Sunday matinee at 2 p.m. (audience participation
is encouraged during the matinees). Admission is $10 on
Thursdays and Sundays, and $14 on Fridays and Saturdays.
The Lord Leebrick Theatre is located at 540 Charnelton in
Eugene. For more information, please call 465-1506.
WOW HALL EVENTS

Mark the date May 22 on your calendar; then, starting at 9
p.m. prepare to be rocked by The Varicoasters, Los Mex
Pistols and Lando Calrissian. The mix of ska, punk, and
“south-of-the-border instrumental rock” is sure to blow you
away. $5 gets you in the door.

Come celebrate with Floater at its CD release party on
May 23! This third CD on Elemental Records, “Angels in the
Flesh, Devils in the Bone,” is about to be loosed upon the
world. It all starts at 8:30 p.m. Get your tickets in advance
(strongly recommended) for $8, or shell out $10 at the door.

Watch a little, do a little: The Joint is Jumpin’ Dance
Studio offers free Lindy Hop lessons, followed by contem-
porary swing a la The New Morty Show. The San Francisco-
based band does an original, enjoyably bizarre take on swing,
even using the genre for covers on songs by such groups as
Metallica and The Sex Pistols. Combine this with the
fresh, feet-on experience from your free dance lesson, and
you've got yourself a ... uh, memorable evening. Doors open
at the Hall at 8 p.m. on May 28; admission is $6.

The ’

enacdoance Room

NOW OPEN

Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday

11:00 AM to 12:45 PM
Ground Floor of the Center Building

Walk-in Guests are welcome or phone ext. 2697

Now serving our a la carte menu...
Make your choice of weekly specialties

* Pork, bec;f, chicken, fish, or pasta
*Soup, salads, fresh baked herb rolls
* Special desserts

point radiation exposure as per-
haps the main cause for breast
cancer. Insecticides, such as DDT,
used extensively in the early 1960s,
are other likely culprits, according
to the researchers.

Other possible causes included
birth control pill usage and women
experiencing childbirth late in life;
both contribute to an imbalance in
the hormone estrogen.

Saraf and Light say they made
this film because their own daugh-
ter was diagnosed with the disease
in 1993.

Nancy Evans, who led the post-
screening discussion, is a co-pro-
ducer of “Rachel’s Daughters,” and
also appears in the film. Evans is
a former president of Breast Can-
cer Action; she met the filmmak-
ers in San Francisco.

One audience member raised a
question concerning the appropri-
ate age to receive her first
mammogram, and the safe dosage
during the radiologic procedure.

The trio agreed that before 35
years old, a women’s breast tissue is
usually too dense. The recommenda-
tion is around age 3540, then one per
year after the age of 50.

However, several women in
the film were under the age of 30

photo by Rosiland Delligatti/courtesy of Light-Saraf-Evans Productions
The above photograph represents the final scene in

“Rachel's Daughters.”

when they found out they had
breast cancer, a concern for the
younger women in the audience.
The best approach in these cases
is self-examination, looking for
curious or odd lumps.

The dosage for any radiologic
procedure — x-rays, scans and
arteriograms — is 0.3 rads. The
speakers all stressed the impor-
tance of asking doctors and tech-
nicians for this information.

Each person who spoke up
during the discussion period

thanked the filmmakers for their
courage and for providing the
wealth of information. For more
material about “Rachel’s Daugh-
ters,” call, fax or write to Light-
Saraf Films, 264 Arbor St., San
Francisco, Calif. 94131, (415)
469-1039 (phone and fax).

Many women settle for
- basic women's healthcare.
You're not
"MOST WOMEN."
You deserve professional
gynecological care that
gives you more
sensitivity. More
personal attention.
When you see a Certified
Nurse-Midwife, you get
women's healthcare at
it's highest level.
Schedule an apointment
with Michele.
Call (541) 746-8897

McKenzie Midwifery &
Women's Services, P.C.
21 Hayden Bridge Way

Springfield, Or. 97477
Michele Bouche, C.N.M.

Most insurances accepted
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Drummers keep the beat to break cultural barriers

K. Bishop
Staff Writer

A giant blue cartoon whale frol-
ics against a gray wall, basketball
hoops wait for a game and the
blackboard is empty. A myriad
drum beats and rhythms fall
across the floor.

This is the gym at Whiteaker
School, the setting for a recent re-

hearsal of Eugene's dance troupe,
Ballet Sangamar.

Master drummer Aliou Diouf,
and his students play African beats
as two men dance forward, arms
stretching back like birds prepar-
ing for flight. Women, some
dressed in rust and black African
prints, others in gym clothes or
leotards, dance in sync in a semi-
circle around them. The dance

photo courtesy of Ballet Sangamar
Master drummer Aliou Diouf of Eugene's dance troupe,
Ballet Sangamar, and his students play African beats
during a recent performance.

may be one of a rite of passage or
healing.

Diouf, the leader of the troupe,
began his drumming career as a
child in Senegal when his commu-
nity decided that his life would be
dedicated to the art of drumming
and African cultural performance.
So now Ballet Sangamar is one of
the many activities he pursues in
an effort to share his culture. He
also sells drums, jewelry, handi-
crafts and takes Americans on
tours of his country.

Diouf’s way of perceiving
things is a little different, he says.
He remembers his father as a
seller of poetry, his mother as a
seller of grains, and he now con-
siders himself to be a seller of
drumming and dancing.

He works with elementary
school kids, teaching them about
African cultures, and he says with
a wide smile, “I help them under-
stand why they are here, what is
their purpose.”

Historically, the dances and
songs he teaches have served as
forms of school in his culture,
teaching children how to behave,
what to do, what not to do. The art
forms also teach history. For ex-
ample, parents may use a song to

tell their child the story of their
grandparent’s lives. Every dance
and rhythm has a purpose, he says

into the dancing and the dancing
feeds into the drumming. Ali is like
the guy in the middle, almost the

— one may be for healing, another interpreter.”
may be for working. Edwards’ drum, purchased
The group has provided work- from Diouf, is tall and wooden,
shops with adoles- with hand-carved
cents at an decorations and a
offenders’ facility, i goat skin cover.
teaching dancing EVC['YOHC The quality of Af-
and drumming, giv- Contrlbutes to rican drums is in

ing them a much
needed physical out-
let, and also giving
them a way to learn
morals, says Adriane
Miller, one of the
troupe’s dancers.

the overall
performance,”
— Joshua Edwards

the wood used to
create it, says
Edwards. Kad is
the preferred
choice.

Students help
Diouf sell drums

Ballet Sangamar
has performed and held work-
shops to help celebrate Black His-
tory Month at LCC and other
colleges, but wishes for even more
and different opportunities.

Joshua Edwards, one of Diouf’s
drumming students, says he appre-
ciates the sense of community the
group gives him.

“Everyone contributes to the
overall performance,” he says. “If
you were to study the rhythm, ev-
erybody has a different part. All
those parts will come together te
make the whole, and that feeds

CARROT TOP
AUGUST 30

SUNDAY

STARTING
MAY 22

TICKET
PRICE
INCLUDES
FAIR
ADMISSION

presented by

THE
OREGON
STATE
FAIR

Aug. 27-Sept. 7
1998

ALL SEATS RESERVED « RAIN OR SHINE
ALL ACTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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and other items
from Senegal at various places, in-
cluding LCC.

“He has alot of people come up
to him and ask him about drums
they already have,” explains Miller,
adding that Diouf will also offer
repair guidance if needed.

Diouf’s students admit they
help him out as much as they can,
because they want him to stay in
the area and teach them about
drumming and African dance.

Others interested in Diouf’s
classes can call 461-5421 for infor-
mation.

TOTAL PERFORMER
TA 104 - 7 credits

Voice, Movement
& Acting!

For people who
want a broad-based
experience in
B Theater Arts

ANEW
INTERDISCIPLINARY COURSE. ...

with three teachers who also perform
professionally. In this Learning
Community students will gain an
appreciation and basic knowledge
of the three disciplines. Informal
performance opportunities will
reduce stage fright, build confidence,
and spotlight students' talents.
Taught by:
Kris Carlson, Singer
Sparky Roberts, Actor/Director
Margo Van Ummersen, Dancer
3-WK. INTENSIVE COURSE,
JULY 20 - AUG. 7, M-E, 9-1 PM.
4 Performing Arts Building
726-2209

Main Campus, 4000 E. 30th Ave., Eugene

LANE

COMMUNITY
C.O.L EG E

Join us for the
Denali Finale,
Wednesday May
oF
from 3 - 7 p.m.
in the
LCC cafeteria.
There will be local
artists,
musicians and
actors.
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‘Les Misérables’

Movie rendition of Victor

Hugo's classic hits the screen

Director Billie
August’s “Les
Misérables” gives
the audience a
touching, and
abridged rendition
of Victor Hugo’s
novel, which ex-
plores the dangers
of mistaking law for
justice, and of
blindly following
rules without tempering them
with mercy.

In this film version, August
chose to concentrate on two
central stories: Jean Valjean's
(played by Liam Neeson) re-
demption and obsessive pursuit
of him by Inspector Javert
(Geoffry Rush) for
Valjean'sjumping parole after
serving more then a decade in
prison for stealing a few loaves
of bread. This focusing reduces
the film to two-and-a-half hours
instead of the potential length
suggested by the novel’s1,000
plus pages. The condensation
also avoids several structural
flaws in the novel, including the
absence of the villian for more
than 700 pages and the hero for
more than 400.

What'’s left is a compelling
story about the struggle of love
and mercy with injustice — in
the law and society — and ob-
session. The viewer also gets a
gritty, if somewhat cleaned-up
view of 19th-century France in
the decades leading up to the

Movie Reviews
by Victor Runyan
Lead Writer

July 1832 revolution — the set-
ting for the film’'s climax.

Uma Thurman turns in an
Oscar level performance as
Fantine, a woman whose life is
destroyed for the crime of hav-
ing a child out of wedlock, and
who is forced into prostition by
the thoughtless actions of
Valjean in an attempt to protect
morals of the women working
at his factory.

Production designer Anna
Asp (“Fanny and Alexander”)
and costume designer Gabriella
Pescucci (“The Age of Inno-
cence”) do an outstanding job
of putting the viewer in the time
period. They make you feel like
“This is how it was to be there.
We just set a camera down and
filmed it.”

This film is an easy-to-watch
introduction to an all-time clas-
sic, a powerful story that many
never get a chance to read and
enjoy.

“Les Misérables” is playing
at Cinemaworld, 342-6536 and
Movies 12, 741-1231.

Dramatic film asks the all too possible

question "What if...?"

“Deep Impact” asks the ques-
tion, “How would we react to the
news that Earth as we know it is
about to be destroyed by a block
of dirty ice — a comet — the size
of Mount Everest.”

Executive Producer Steven
Spielberg (Take your pick of pre-
vious blockbusters), Producers
Richard D. Zanuck (“The Sound of
Music”) and David Brown (“The
Sting”) team up with Director
Mimi Leder (“The Peacemaker”)
for this dramatic look at an all too
possible “What if ...?”

Helping this high-powered
team “get the facts right” are nu-
merous technical advisors includ-
ing the likes of Carolyn S.
Shoemaker and her late husband
Eugene. The Shoemakers are a
particularly apt choice because of
their co-discovery of Shoemaker-
Levy 9, the comet which hit Jupi-
ter in pieces, producing explosion
clouds the size of the Earth.

The film uses three focuses to
bring us the human story. The first
pinpoints the co-discover of the
fictional comet Wolf-Beidermand,

Leo Beiderman (Eljjah Wood) and
the girl he wants to notice him —
Sarah Hotchner (Leelee Sobieski).

The second is Jenny Lerner
(Téa Leoni), a network reporter
trying to hit the big time with an
exposé on a sex scandal involving
a “woman” named Ellie. She finds
herself in the middle of the biggest
story in human history when
“Ellie” turns out to be E.L.E. or
Extinction Level Event. Much of
film shows how the press covers
the comet and the U.S. attempts to
stop the impending catastrophe.

The third focus centers around
the crew of the “Messiah” led by
Spurgeon “Fish” Tanner (Robert
Duvall), and the group's first attempt
to destroy the comet with nuclear
weapons, only to split it in two.

The film examines various
ideas that have been presented for
stopping a comet, including meet-
ing it in space and using nukes;
launching pre-existing ICBMs
from the ground; and creating
“Arks” to preserve some people,
animals, and plants to repopulate
the Earth.

has a “Deep Impact’

The film benefits from the cam-
era-work of Dietrich Lohmann, di-
rector of photography (who died
shortly after principle filming),
who presents spectacular shots,
including beauty in the middle of
tragedy. Production designer
Leslie Dilley’s sets produce the il-
lusion of being on a comet.
Michael Lantieri, special effects
supervisor, with Industrial Light
and Magic, use special effects
carefully to help tell the story and
not become the story.

This is a worthy dramatic film
on a subject that can easily be-
come camp. However, the film-
makers decided a serious
approach is more appropriate.
Consider this: The number of sci-
entists looking for these type of
Earth-threatening objects is less
than the number of people staffing
a McDonalds, and they are doing
their work with a lot less money
than this film cost.

Perhaps the film may inspire
some viewers to demand action
from our governments — more
money and more support — and
to stop relying on blind luck.

“Deep Impact” is showing at
Movies 12 (741-1231 for info.)

Don't be at the airport
when your ship comes in!

Reserve classes for
Fall 1998, Winter 1999 & Spring 1999

Get a schedule of Annual Registration advising sessions
at Lane's Students First! Center, 2nd Floor Center Building

You Like
Helping People?

The Counseling Department is Hiring

STUDENT SERVICE ASSOCIATES (salary or work study) |

*looking for an interesting job?
*enjoy helping others?

*like to be involved?

*will you be at LCC 1998-99?

Applications available in the Career

Information Center

For more information call 74

7-4501. ext. 2296

Deadline for submitting applications-May 29th

——————
GEN ADMISSION Th-Sa $6 * DISCOUNT SHOWS Su-We $4.50 / Matinees $3 + Seruors $3.50 » kids 12 & under $2.50 »
BARGAIN PASSES ON SALE NOW - 5§ MOVIES FOR $20.00, 10 FOR $35 « GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE'

Thurs. 5/21 ONLY @ 5:15, 7:10 & 9:10
STARTING FRIDAY 5/22—5:15 & 7:10 Night!
SUNM PG 13

- S -NEVISWEEK §

“Everyone in America
Should See
b The Big One’t™

STAFITS FRIDAY 5/22! 11:15 Nightly SAT MA’

TN MYTHON PYTHON'S

Su-We 2.50 Web Sife Atlp //w

5:05, 7:20 & 9:30 ngh!ly PO

R — SUN MAT

% g V%, 3
e, . = 25 8. i
i\ THE SPANISH PRISONER 4
STARTS FRIDAY 5/22! 9:10 Nightly
SAT MAT @ 3:15
Monty Python's funniest feature yet!

Don't miss the bad bays of Britain’s 1979 cudt dassic
abowu a man whose life parallels ( .. well, sors of!
cinemas.com
STARTS FRIDAY 5/22! 11:45 Nightly

SAT MAT @ 3 oL

L LIFE OF TIIE wmnma

; mmm
¥

COMING: JACKIE BROV/N

I AN SAIIIlElI SI “ E En BARIIV!URE

MATH, SCIENCE, WRITING
AND COMPUTER TUTORING !

Don't Wait! Now's The Time To Get

HELP!

* Program applies to de
disabled, or students w

Math ¢ Writing * Science * Social Science * CS120
MS Office ¢ Visual Basic * Networking * DOS

ree students at LCC who are qualifying low income,
ose parents did not graduate from a'4-year college.

Call: Pamela Soine at 747-4501 ext. 3131
for more information or visit us at ...
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRAM

on the 3rd floor of the Center Building
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Classifieds

DAN BALL, TYPESETTER

THE TORCH

7474501 ext 2014

L AuTOS

1972 Dodge one-ton van. Formally
owned by the Daddies. Lots of
goodies. $900. 710-2423

1957 Willya Pickup. Lots of extras.
Needs restored. $999 1355 River
Rd. 689-5163

Herr WANTED

Telemarketers needed. $6/hr. +
commission. Perfect student job.
4:30-8:30 p.m. M-Th. Call Gretchen
at 344-1594 o

EVENTS

The Lane Writer’s Club - where stu-
dents and guest speakers, share
their work and experience! Tues-
days 3-4:30 Cen 446

Denali Finale! Local artists, musi-
cians, actors. May 27, 3-7 pm LCC.
Everyone welcome

OPPORTUNITIES

Bible studies: Thursdays 11-noon,
242 Center Bldg.; Fridays noon-1
p-m. MA 249 *

Art Majors! Foundation scholarships
available for 1998-1999 school year.
Pick up application in Art depart-
ment. May 28 deadline e

The Counseling and Advising de-
partment is recruiting students for
paid part-time positions as Student
Service Associates during the 1998-
99 school year. Application pack-
ets are available in the Career Cen-
ter and must be turned in by May
29. Need excellent communication
skills, initiative and enthusiam.

Come visit Kim, Kevin, Sally and
more tutors in the Writing Center
near Cen 460!

The Torch is looking for you!

FOR SALE

Over 5,000 baseball cards w/1 com-
plete Topps ‘92 set. All for $125
0.B.0. Call Dan x 2014

Olds Cutlass ‘80 $300 0.B.0. 485-9843

Texas Instruments Graphing calcu-
lator w/Tech. Guide ($25 value).
Brand new condition! $40 O.B.O.
Dan ext.2014

Canon AE-Program camera with
winder, extra lenses, filter, Photog-
raphy 1 film and developing kit,
extras. Make offer. 461-2288

Cloak: hand-made, red and black
brocade, fully lined, $75. Other
items made to order. 687-7908

Ladies jshort light weight leather
jacket. Size 11/12. $100 O.B.O.
dpuzio@hotmail.com 782-3094

Your choice $399: 1980 Ford Fiesta,
1984 Ford Tempo. 1355 River Rd.
689-5163 e

Boys trick bike $30. Old cabinet
sewing machine $30. Couch $10.
607-5545

Cabin tent. Very durable. 16™-16’-
10'. Ideal for hunting, living, stor-
age. $200. Contact Sky 485-3172

ATM

¥ Available

Subsidized

| Rental Housing

Covered Bridge Estates
-Apartments-
Rural Development

501 N. Moss
Lowell, OR
LTD Bus will stop here
at the complex.

TDD's 1-800-735-2900

937-2621

JUNIOR LEAGUE

O .k €. &Gl N E

THRIFT & GIFT SHOP

Did you know..?

We have clothes for the whole family -
household items - books & toys
Come visit us soon !

COME SHOP & SAVE!

Tues.-Sat. 10 'til 4
2839 Willamette St. Eugene
343-3861

r—----—_----

--—-—----—--------1

i
%w %“‘5‘80\\ ‘\qe\ I

Located at 1355 River Road, Eugene Ph. 689-5163

I o?est Rea i i we® !
: Ummeg, Bring These Coupons in for Savings! wo'™ ;
: s1 OFF 20% OFF Designer T's :
|| Videotapes ALL s il V.
: or BALLCAPS Bicycles FREE :

WANTED

Roommate needed. 2 bdrm apt. River
Rd. area. $275 mo. + 1/2 utilities.
Female, Non-Smoking. 689-3923

MESSAGES

Someone stole my precalculus book,
T1-83 graphing calculator, and my
chem book from my black Trager

backpack on Mon. 5/11 around 12:30.
Please return these items to me, as |
am a low income student and have
no way to replace these much
needed items. Dan Cen 205

Drummer needed for local band,
practice weekday afternoons, call
John at 747-5506

Want something? All you have to
do is ask someone in The Torch.

2 Bedroom townhouse. $529 Section
8 welcome family, friendly. Applica-
tions at 940 W. 11th. 683-0745 e

Lanol and Adele - The neighbors
are appreciating your efforts keep-
ing Stuart quiet. I do, too. DW

Hello to all you people out there.

Only one more issue of The Torch
s0 get your classified ads in now.

HELP WANTED

Youth Nutrition Education Teacher. Responsibilities
include planning, organizing, and teaching a weekly
program for 6-12 year old youth in Eugene/Springfield
and surrounding areas.

$6.50 per hour 24-30 hours/week
Mon-Thurs June 15-Aug 27
*» Applicants must be students Spanish fluency preferred *

* Experience working with children desired Teaching experience not required *

Contact Lane County Extension at 682-4281 for information.
Applications available at 950 W.13th Avenue, Eugene.
CORRECTION Application deadline is 5:00 pm May 22. EOE

Clinical research study
of an asthma medication
for adults 18 years and older
in good general health.

' 'Allergyt and Asthma
Research Group
(541) 683-4324

g Oak Street, Eugené 0

Kraig W. Jacobson, M.D.
Robert Frost Jones, M.D.

Some of our favorite bumper stickers:

Forget about World Peace — Visualize using your turn signal.
He who laughs last thinks slowest.

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
Out of my mind. Be back in five minutes.

The more people I meet, the more I like my dog.
Laugh alone and the world thinks you're an idiot.

I get enough exercise pushing my luck.

When you do a good deed, get a receipt — in case heaven is like the IRS.
OK, who stopped the payment on my reality check.

1 don't suffer from insanity, I enjoy every minute of it.
IRS: We've got what it takes to take what you've got.

If you don't like the news, go out and make some.

According to my calculations, the problem doesn't exist.

Some people are only alive because it is illegal to kill.

Howcan I miss you if you won't go away?

Give me abiguity or give me something else.

Make it idiot-proof and someone will make a better idiot.

Friends help you move. Real friends help you move bodies.

Be nice to your kids. They'll choose your nursing home.

There are three kinds of people: those who can count & those who can't.
Ever stop to think and forget to start again. :
Keep honking ... I'm reloading.

Caution: I drive like you do.
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