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School may be difficult to juggle with the
rest of life, but it's worth all the effort -
learn how to get what you need

Judy Sierra
Editor in Chief

‘New editors welcome the new year

There is a fine line between ethical jour-
nalism and misusing the power of the
press - we want to do it right

John Dreiling
Managing Editor

Welcome to the real life of LCC.

You ve probably read the attractive LCC brochures and fly-
ers, looked through the colorful LCC
catalogues and heard the professional
promoters tell how LCC can change
your life — in just two short years.

Maybe you’re one of the lucky few
who even got an official tour, so you
have a clue and don’t have to wander
around with maps like the rest of us
(looking like pathetic tourists).

But, if you're on campus you've al-
ready seen some of the things they
don’t show in the brochures.

Parking lots - lots of them. Filled
with parked cars as far as you can see. And people circling
for places to park. Some people don’t even wait for a real park-
ing spot - they just park - where they are.

People - lots of them. Everywhere on campus. In lines.
Waiting to get into lines. Some people don’t even wait their
turn. People in every building, in every classroom, sitting
around eating, smoking, laughing and talking.

The brochures really don’t tell you how intimidated you're
going to feel.

But look around, and everyone else looks like they fit in.
They're part of the scenery - almost like props in a movie. Col-
lege campuses are supposed to be filled with relaxed, compe-
tent looking people (that’s what the brochures show!).

Why do they all lock like they belong when you feel like
an outsider looking in at someone else’s life? They look re-
laxed and right at home.

Sometimes it feels like we’re the only ones who are crazy,

Judy Sierra

“Journalism is not a profession but a mission.”

As managing editor of The Torch, I welcome you to my mis-
sion. After a year and a half at LCC and this newspaper, I con-
sider it a privilege to serve in this position for the next school
year.

My lifelong loves of writing and current events have inter-
twined and are the driving forces of this journalistic mission.

The Torch, especially this year, is a team of incredibly tal-
ented individuals, led by editor Judy Sierra, willing to chal-
lenge themselves to put out the best community college
student newspaper in Oregon.
Again this year, each staff member
has earned my respect, and I trust
will earn yours throughout the
next year.

We will take you on an exciting
journey each week. This is our mis-
sion. As we inform and entertain
you, we will make you excited and
we will make you angry. We will
make you sad and make you laugh.
We will make you cheer. We will
surprise you.

Each one of us is ever mindful
of the responsibility placed upon
our collective shoulders each time readers pick up and read
The Torch. The printed word, combined with eye-catchmg
photos in a convenient format, is very powerful.

Benito Mussolini, Italian dictator, wrote the quotation about
journalism in 1912 that I used at the top of this commentary.
Mussolini recognized the power inherent within journalism,
but misused it for his own purposes, turning journalism

John Dreiling
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Discouraging times must not discourage voters

On Sept. 10, 1998, nearly four years
and $40 million after commencing his in-
vestigation of President William Jefferson
Clinton, Independent Council Kenneth
Starr delivered his 445 page report to the
U.S. Congress.

The following morning the House Ju-
diciary Committee recommended, and
the full House approved, the release of
that document to the public via the news
media and the internet.

By that afternoon the American
people became privy to not only the 11
acts allegedly committed by the Presi-
dent which Starr contests “may consti-
tute grounds for impeachment
(obstruction of justice, perjury, suborna-
tion of perjury and misuse of his high
office),” but also all of the lurid details of
the sexual relationship between Mr.
Clinton and former White House intern,
Monica Lewinsky.

Even before the release of the report,
speculation about impeachment hear-
ings, as well as calls for his voluntary res-
ignation, emanated from both critics and
friends, Republicans and Democrats, in-
side and outside “the Beltway” in Wash-
ington. Once
released, the
public’s reaction to
the details of the re-
port was fairly pre-
dictable.

Longtime critics of his social, eco-
nomic and foreign policy initiatives pro-
vided more ammunition with which to
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GUEST ANALYSIS

by
Steve Candee

vilify the president, most often couching
their criticism in moral and ethical terms.
Longtime supporters of his policies ex-
pressed feelings of regret, betrayal, anger
and frustration at the potential setback to
his perceived progres-
sive policies, due to his
apparent lack of judg-
ment, self-discipline,
profound arrogance
and possible criminal
violations.

All seemed to agree,
and even the president
himself finally ac-
knowledged, that he
had not been suffi-
ciently “contrite” in his
response to the disclo-
sures of his personal
conduct. And despite
the wishes of so many
people that “we just
get over it,” or that “it’s still a private
matter for him and his family to deal
with,” we won’t and it isn't.

The House Judiciary Committee now
has the task (in the absence of a volun-
tary resignation,
which so far seems
unlikely, though not
impossible) to
choose among a
number of options at its discretion:

° it may choose to hold its own inves-
tigation, thereby allowing the president’s
defense team to offer their interpretation

Steve Candee

of the “facts” in this case;

¢ it could choose to simply accept the
independent council’s report, and then
vote to recommend its approval by the
full House with recommendations for the
adoption of specific articles
of impeachment;

e it could, although it is
highly unlikely, reject the re-
port.

If the report is ultimately
approved and articles of im-
peachment are passed by the
House, it is then up to the
U.S. Senate to act as jury in
the President’s impeach-
ment trial, with conviction
requiring a two-thirds ma-
jority vote. Even after an im-
peachment conviction,
Clinton could face further
federal criminal prosecution.

Congressional delibera-
tions and ultimate resolution of this mat-
ter are going to be influenced by a
number of factors:

First, Congress will have to look at the
Constitutional and statutory issues
raised in the Starr Report, interpreting or
re-interpreting such things as perjury, ob-
struction of justice and what constitutes
“high crimes and misdemeanors.”

Second, they will need to consider the
possible economic repercussions, the im-
pact on the Stock Market, the global

See ANALYSIS page 15
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incumbent Democrat John Kitzhaber debate before a live KVAL television audience.

Miss Oregon USA
is an LCC student
with real substance

Jack Clifford
For The Torch

When my editors asked for a feature on Amy Nelson, who was
recently named Miss Oregon USA, the late-August assignment was
one almost any man would crave. Or at least tell his buddies he

" : - craved for fear of
seeming testoster-
one-deficient.

As one of those
“politically-correct,
pro-feminist, yadda,
yadda, yadda '90s-
kind-of-males,” how-
ever, the -mere
mention of beauty
contests makes me
somewhat queasy.

Actually being in
the same room with a
pageant winner —
shoot, directly across
the table — should
evoke questions such
as, “What were you
thinking? Why
would you allow
yourself to be ex-
ploited like that?
photo by Judy L. Sierra  Didn’t you feel like a

And the winner is ....Amy Nelson - piece of meat on dis-
Miss Oregon USA, an LCC student play?

But occasionally
reality rears its pretty little head, as in early September when Nelson,
an LCC student in the Chemical Dependency Counseling Program,
agreed to a coffee-shop interview. Sorry, Ms. Steinem, but I confess
my Miss-step. When sitting next to this 20-year-old potential Miss
Universe, all of my feminist values flew out the window of oppor-

See MISS USA, page 14

' uy . Sierra
Blair Bobier of the Pacific Party, Republican Bill Sizemore, Libertarian Richard Burke and

Candidates begin
debate tour at Lane

Tough questions about education are on
the agenda as debate is held at college

Sabrina Forkish
News Editor

John Dreiling
Managing Editor

Kicking off the 1998 race for governor, four candidates came
to LCC Sept. 14 to contrast their views on taxes, the environment,
education, and other issues.

Incumbent Democrat John Kitzhaber, Republican Bill
Sizemore, Pacific Party candidate Blair Bobier, and Libertarian
Richard Burke spent 1 1/2 hours in the Performing Arts Build-
ing auditorium filled with approximately 200 people.

KVAL televised the first hour live on local affiliates.

Tracy Simms, assistant to the LCC president and a member
of the Lane County Board of the League of Women Voters, which
co-sponsored the debate, helped organize the event for the LCC
venue.

There was a bit of tension among the candidates when na-
tional politics entered the fray. Kitzhaber noted that billionaire
media mogul Rupert Murdoch is working with a Libertarian
think tank.

Moments later Burke responded to the democratic candidate:

See DEBATE page 14
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Local high school football players, shown during a game at Autzen Stadium last sea-

son, may be chasing their dreams on the LCC campus soon.
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Lane campus may be
gridiron haven for 4]
schools in year 2000

Closing of Autzen to
high school games
forces relocation

Jean Ranney
Assistant Sports Editor

LCC may have a new addi-
tion to its campus — after Autzen
Stadium closes its gates to high
school football.

Lane is among the front run-

given us fair warning and we’ve
put it off long enough.”

School officials face a Septem-
ber deadline for referring money
measures to the November bal-
lot.

Building an artificial turf field
for football and soccer at Lane
could cost $4 million.

The primary advantage of
having the new facility at Lane
is that the school has the space

ners fpr a new and infrastruc-
?ﬁ?;i‘:r%%‘&.‘“ Building an arti- wouid e
el fcial il et
it members 0T foOtball and 430 1500cS
Sheropionss  soccer at Lane  GLRCECTE
oy, couldcost$4  ben”
e million, L
County Fair- vancement
grounds. director. “We could work out a

“A site along Kinney Loop
near the Shopko store in North
Eugene has fallen out of favor,”
Facilities Director Bill Hirsh
said, “in part because of the
neighborhood opposition, zon-
ing, and land obstacles.”

The search continues for a
new football venue because the
UO decided to switch from arti-
ficial turf to natural grass at
Autzen. Grass can stand only
minimal use; the university will
end its policy of renting out the
stadium to Eugene’s high
schools for their Friday night
doubleheaders.

UO officials recently decided
to make the conversion to grass
in the fall of 2000 instead of in
1999, as originally planned.

Bill Moos, athletic director for
the Ducks, told The Register-
Guard “it will give the univer-
sity more time to raise the $2-3
million in gifts needed for the
project and give Eugene school
officials more time to come up
with an alternative.”

4] School Board member Vir-
ginia Thompson said the district
still needs to act now.

“The university has made it
known that we need to make a
change,” she said. “They’ve

schedule with 4] that would al-
low Lane to use the field for P.E.
classes and high school games.

In October of 1993, Lane
School Board, joined with the 4]
School Board, approved a joint
report involving the feasibility
of playing high school football at
Lane. The report included field
priority, an alternate P.E. field,
campus security, field mainte-
nance, and site clean up. But the
proposal was dropped due to
lack of money.

Now, Lane is looking at just
providing the land and the 4]
school board would provide the
finances to pay for the upkeep of
it, including replacing the artifi-
cial turf every 8-12 years at a cost
of $1.2 million.

“The LCC School Board is
enthusiastic about the field,”
Dann said. “It will provide a
place for soccer, graduation (de-
pending on the weather), and
other college activities.”

The current plan is to build a
sports stadium which would
seat 2,000 — with artificial grass
— wherever they locate it.

The 4] School Board members
have said they will let voters
know where the site is before the
November election.

The Torch Wants You!

The Torch is looking for writers,
photographers, production staff,

and advertising sales people.

Don't be scared —
we're a friendly, fun-loving team
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Public Safety position is still open

The 5-month process
to fill manager's

position was a bust

John Dreiling
Managing Editor

What are the chances of 30
applicants coming to LCC from
around the country to apply for
amanagement position with the
end results costing over $10,000
and the seat remaining vacant?

That's exactly what happened
when the Campus Public Safety

the large group to eight.

Matsen and the committee in-
terviewed each of the eight appli-
cants, reducing the final list to
four.

One finalist withdrew before
the job was even offered. The col-
lege offered the position to two
others, but both declined. One
cited a better job offer and the
other decided against moving his
family, says Matsen.

On July 7 Matsen decided not
to offer the job to the other ap-

Sandra Ing, Student Health Ser-
vices director.

“We want — Marie Matsen
wants — someone that’s going to
fit with our order, with our mis-
sion — with the values that we
have,” Ruiz says. “We don’t want
to just keep going down the list
until somebody accepts it.”

The college posted the posi-
tion a second time Aug. 21. The
posting closes Sept. 25. The se-
lection committee will begin re-
viewing applicants Oct. 26.

Manager position
opened (with the
retirement of Paul
Chase) over six
months ago, says
Marie Matsen,
College Opera-
tions vice presi-
dent.
Undergoing the
hiring process a

“We want — Marie Matsen wants
— someone that’s going to fit with
our order, with our mission —
with the values that we have”

— Mike Ruiz

“Campus Pub-
lic Safety is a func-
tion that touches
everyone. In some
ways, it sets the
tone for the col-
lege. I think that’s
extremely impor-
tant,”
Matsen. “It’s also
a very sensitive

second time is an
unusual event, occurring roughly
one out of every 20 times a posi-
tion opens up, says Bridget
McDonagh, Personnel Services
Department employment special-
ist.

The selection committee, com-
prised of LCC personnel, re-
viewed the applicants, narrowing

plicants, but to restart the pro-
cess.

“1 have no reason to believe
that anybody disagreed with
that. In fact, just the opposite,”
says Matsen.

Mike Ruiz, Campus Services
assistant director, co-chaired the
selection committee along with

6 The Torch, September 23, 1998

area. It’s one
where people have to be
handled very well with care, and
our public safety people have to
know how to handle touchy
kinds of situations.”

McDonagh says that the first
hiring process cost the college
approximately $10, 500, includ-
ing $8, 266 for staff time for the
9 members of the selection com-
mittee and three others who
checked references; $1, 636.95,
for travel reimbursement for five
of the top applicants who came
to LCC from out of state for in-
terviews; and $378 to advertise
the position nationally.

The college is implementing
changes to fill the position.

The title will change from
manager to director, and the
starting salary range increases to
$40, 559 - $54, 833 dollars, adds
McDonagh.

Matsen says, “Nobody
turned us down because of sal-

says

oto by Judy L. Sierra

Sandy Ing, interim director with Glenn Goss

ary, but we did have enough
questions that we looked at the
salary. We looked at national
data, and we did change the
classification for the position. So
that’s a change that might attract
even more qualified people.”

Ruiz served as interim man-
ager until Aug. 15 when Marie
Matsen placed Ing in the in-
terim position. Ruiz also serves
as interim Campus Services di-
rector and housekeeping man-
ager.

“Ing is an excellent manager,”
Matsen continues, and what we
need right now is that blend of
good management skills, knowl-

edge of how to work through
budgets and college-wide is-
sues, married with the staff ex-
pertise. And that will carry us
through the interim period.”

Ing says, “What I'm trying
to do now is work with the
people in the department to get
a list of whatI call “alligators in
the swamp.” And that’s get a
prioritized list put together of
some of the key things that
need to happen.” Outdated
equipment, staffing issues, and
whether policies and proce-
dures need to be updated are
three key areas she is aware of,
she adds.

The Torch Lady can't get this paper
out all by herself, dammit!

Come to the ELEX Buildings, No. 107
if you know how to write, take photos,
sell ads, produce publications on a
computer, or just want to say hi.
Bring us a cookie
if you feel really nice that day.

Thanks.
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He’s out of the forklift and into the dentist office

John Dreiling
Managing Editor

After spending nearly half his
life working in lumber mills,
Sam Swake decided — almost a
year ago — to try working on
people’s teeth.

Heis attending LCC in prepa-
ration for the Dental Assisting
Program, which he hopes to en-
roll in the fall of 1999.

And yes, he’s well aware that
it’s a position traditionally held
by females.

When giving a description of a
dental assistant’s duties, Swake
switches into the traditional gen-
der role until reminded.

“ A dental assistant obviously-=seared be-

assists the dentist. She accepts
the patient. Yeah, he or she, good
point. And she will clean, steril-
ize the instruments, contact the
patient, chats with them, does
the x-rays, the charting. She
pretty much gets to know the
patient before the dentist actu-
ally does— or he.”

Swake, 37, recalls working in
the Roseburg lumber mill dur-
ing the summers while in high
school. He dropped out of high
school after turning 18, when the
mill hired him full-time.

Ten years later the mill closed
and Swake was out of a job. “I
wish I would have gone back to
school at that time, because then
I would be in a very, very com-
fortable career right now,” he
says.

Instead, he worked at several
mills doing general labor duties
such as driving forklift, clean-
ing-up and operating the planer
chain, until 1997 when he in-
jured his knee while snow
boarding. He tore the tendons
and the ligaments off the bone.
Swake injured the same knee in
1986, but this time he suffered
even more pain.

After his second surgery in

February of
1997, the doc-
tor offered
less hope and
suggested he
find a new ca-
reer because
he wouldn't
be able to
stand for
more than
five hours a
day.

“For the
longest time,
I was really
upset at a lot
of things — I
was really

cause I didn’t
know what I
was going to
do. The lum-
ber industry —
working in

Vocational
Rehabilita-
tion Divi-
sion, which
helped him
discover his
aptitude and
interest pro-
file to make
finding a
new career
easier.

“I fell into
the (cat-
egory) of an
‘outgoing
person,” so I
would have
been a great
salesperson.
That was all
good, but I
also had to
keep in mind
that I was
not to be on

the sawmills, my feet more
logging, stuff than five
like that - hours a day,”
that’s all I Swake says.
ever knew,” “So I kept
Swake says. looking
Heijii-ves through this
ceives physi- (computer)
cal therapy readout I got
three times and boom -
each week dental assis-
and bicycles J tant and den-
regularly to tal hygienist
keep the Photo by Judy L. Sierra  came  up.
knee loos-  Sam Swake will be looking for rotten teeth instead of old- ~ And Igotre-
ened. His  ogrowth forest in his new profession. ally _inter-
doctor will ested in that.

eventually perform a complete
knee replacement, he says.
Swake knew he would have
to go back to school to compete
in today’s economy. He says his
orthopedist encouraged him.
“He knew I could do it. T had a
strong independent will and he
was like, “You can do this.””
Swake says he knows he’s not
alone. “A lot of people are mak-

ing that transition from one ca-
reer to another. And the people
that were involved in the lumber
industry — a lot of them are do-
ing exactly what I'm doing.”
He started at LCC in the fall
of 1997, seeking his GED and
taking some non-credit com-
puter classes at the Cottage
Grove campus. At the same time
he was referred to the Oregon

WHEN YOU REGISTER WITH
SELECTIVE SERVICE?

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service

Presented as a Public Service Announcement

NOTHING.

at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. It's easy.
And it’s the law.

They’re mostly always sitting
down, examining patients and
helping the dentist,” he contin-
ues.

He received his GED certifi-
cate in an LCC ceremony at the
Hult Center last May.

During the summer he took
seven credits— including basic
math, English and a class en-
titled Effective Learning- to

build his study habits. This fall
he plans to take 12 credits on the
main campus.

Through the Adult Education
Department at the Cottage
Grove Campus, Swake had two
opportunities during winter
term 1998 to spend a half a
day in dentists’ offices. Once
at Dr. Stephen Skipworth’s office
in Cottage Grove and the other
at the Whitebird Clinic in Eu-
gene.

“The best exposure, the best
hands-on, was when I was at the
Whitebird Clinic. I actually got
to assist. I did some charting and
helped sterilize instruments,”
Swake says.

Swake says that one of his
fears about returning to school
was being surrounded by
people half his age. “I thought I
would be hanging out with a
bunch of 19, 20-year-olds. That's
why I felt intimidated. I was say-
ing, ‘I'm too old for this. But I've
got to do something because I'm
not going to be able to go back
to the lumber industry.” When I
started taking classes, I was re-
ally shocked to see that there
was a wide variety of different
ages,” he says.

Dental assistant and hygien-
ist are often positions held by
women. However, Swake says,
“To me, maybe it's a woman'’s
profession, but I don’t think so.
We can do it, too.”

Swake says he has always
been a motivated person, and
that is what is getting him
through this transition. “I don’t
like to give up. I'm not a quitter,”
he says.

His advice for those going
through the same transition is
“not to be intimidated by it, but
also, on the same note, don’t just
g0 running into it.

"Really look at what you're

* getting yourself into. Take it re-

ally slow.”

(,r

\— AIM HIGH

AIR FORCE ROTC

KEIKO Flew With The World’s Best
AIR FORCE.

Call 737-3436

AIR FORCE ROTC AT OSU
1-800-633-7352
www.orst.edu/dept/afrotc

A

You Can Too!
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Eugene’s Daddies are toppin’ the pop charts

Kyra Kelly
A&FE Editor

The Cuthbert Amphitheater is
sold out. The crowd, like the mu-
sic, is deliciously eclectic.

A pair of 10-year-old girls

board on my right. For!
thing couples jump

of the body surfers .
the stage, his hat iz
side his body.
Everybody
boys are back
After living
ing extensively"
Northwest for overt
Cherry Poppin’ Daddies have fi-
nally made it to the big time.
They’re on MTV, they’'ve per-
formed on Barbara Walters, David
Letterman, Jay Leno, and Howie
Mandell’s respective shows.
They’ve been featured in Rolling
Stone, Spin, and a host of other
mainstream publications. They've
been on the road for almost seven
months solid now, with nary a
free moment to think.
Guitarist Jason Moss calls it a:

month tour, driving our van, just
like always,” he said. “Ten days

later, we got a call, ditched our
van and got onto a tour bus.”
And they haven’ t stopped.
Currently in Europe with the
WARPED tour, they’ll return to
the States in early October to
headline through the end of No-
vember, when they’ll finally finish
their current album. Release is
slated for early “99. During their

HELP WANTED

POLICE OFFICER (Recruit/Lateral)

Eugene is looking for people who want to work in a pro-
gressive, innovative police agency. Applicants must be
at least 21, U.S. citizens, and possess clean driving and
criminal records. The position requires a high school
diploma or equivelant and a combination of three years
experience/education in criminal justice, social services,
or related public contact. Call (541) 682-6841 to inquiref
about physical abilities and candidate preparation ses-
sions or materials. The City of Eugene values diversity
in its workforce and encourages women and people of
color to consider this opportumty Preferences for flu-

ency in Spanish may be given.

Closing Date: October 2, 1998

For further information or an application packet, contact:
City of Eugene Human Resource and Risk Services,
777 Pearl Street, Room 101, Eugene, OR 97401

call (541) 682-2676 or

e-mail at application.requests@ci.eugene.or.us).

brief stopover in Eugene, they
also recorded an old Louie
Armstrong Christmas tune,
which will be featured in an up-
coming Disney film. The holiday
season may also see them touring
Austrailia and South America in
January Talk about a great way to

ime, in a sleepy
of atown called

ex: ermstry major
named Steve Perry

stumbled onto
one hell of an

idea. Along
with some
friends, with

whom he’d

played music

—in and out of
other bands -
he decided it
was time to cre-

ate something
unique. Music that
ould really incite
ple to, well, dance. Ob-

ntly, the world was
ady to embrace a
group of entertainers

themselves The

blues record at the last minute,
when the band was ready to play
live but needed a name.

What began as a ridiculous
joke stuck, and a thunderous
backlash of disgruntled folks pro-
ceeded to do everything in their
power to prevent our boys from
packing the dance floors.

10 The Torch September 23 1998

nnnnn

e

Protesters picketed shows.
Bomb threats were called in. Post-
ers were ripped down. Clubs re-
fused to book them. And the
fun-loving Mr. Perry himself was
reportedly burned with cigarettes
and doused with scalding hot cof-
fee.

Still, the boys played on, keep-
ing up the good-time, vaudevil-
lian show style while doing
everything their own way. They
packed up a van and hit the road.

_Jasen Moss and Steve Perry of
< the Cherry Poppin’ Daddies

They recorded three successful al-
bums on their own independent
label (Space Age Bachelor Pad)
and steadily gained a cult follow-
ing due to their frequent treks
across the United States.

They attracted many record in-
dustry types, who, unfortunately,
could not guarantee them the sort
of artistic freedom which set them
apart.

Broke but happy, they relent-
lessly continued to pack clubs and
dance halls across the country,
while remaining true to their
punk-rock roots.

Punk rock, after all, holds the
spirit of creative innovation, even
against the odds. There they were,
an eight-piece, swinging jazz/
ska/funk rock band when it was
considered “in” to gaze at your
shoes while strumming melan-
choly chords and muttering inau-
dibly.

When you consider the sheer
number of times these guys have
performed “Teenage Brain Sur-
geon,” it’ s enough to make your

charts for 1
several of

ent have run through the veins of
the Daddies, with only three of the
original members still onboard.
Perry mans the helm here again,
acting as conductor who defines
the band’ s musical direction and
order.

“Steve has really high expecta-
tions of usasaband,” says Moss.
“There’ s always a certain pres-
sure to prove ourselves. We try to

approach each show as if it were
vitally important.” As a result,
their performances remain breath-
taking.

Four years ago,
the Cherry Poppin’

sity district one
mediately attrac
flyer advertising
show. I was intrigued
slightly offensive confidence the
poster itself seemed to exude.
And so it was that I found my-

self wading into a packed John
Henry’s, to join the strangest
% crowd I'd ever seen.

‘ Bikers and college En-
glish profes-

Daddy, Royal Crown Revue and
Indigo Swing, I began to see
where the Daddies fit in.

On top, of

public d approval and is not
afraid to speak his mind.

% sors mixed
+ and mingled
at the bar.
Punk dare-
devils were
}’ crashing, slid-
J7 ing and writh-
" inginecstasy all
over the check-

When you consider the sheer
number of times these guys
have performed “Teenage
Brain Surgeon,”

to make your head spin.

it’s enough

ered dance floor.

Brightly colored hair and flash-
ing nose rings skanked next to the
bouncing crew cuts and baseball
caps. Swirling next to them were
long white beards and hemp-
strung love beads — all displaying
themselves agamst an adrenalme-

Their music wag
thing I'd ever he

melodramahc cartoon thtle and
lithe, he arched and contorted and
leaped about the stage, as if mak-
ing room for all the characters he
was channeling,

I was awestruck. Rendered

vern of the bar, I felt asif I'd
something of a spiritual

” and accom-
swing bands has
esting phenom-

ago by the Dad-
or musicianship,
‘stage presence and
rand of grotesque hu-
mor, it was almost a joke.
“Wanna-Be’s!” I screamed the
first time I heard neo-swing band
The Squirrel Nut Zippers on the
radio. However, as the musical re-
vival escalated into an all-out rage,
I began to realize it was a good
thing. Along with the emergence
of bands like Big Bad Voodoo

Songs like “Master and Slave”
notice classism and fear-based so-
cial mentality, where “Drunk
Daddy” takes the listener into a
terrifying landscape of alcoholism
and abuse, told from the perspec-
tive of a child.

Such graphic and disturbing
scenarios certainly have become
part of the Daddies’ trademark

ch:di tmgmsh them, but is
in it?
ider the lives of

once received a
I a young man
fided that he had seri-
ously contemplated suicide. It
was Perry’s song, “The Lifeboat
Mutiny” (which tells a suicide
story from the perspective of a
young girl) that ultimately
changed his mind.

Guitarist Jason Moss, who
dropped out of the University of
Oregon several years ago to join
the band, grew up listening to
Bob Dylan and similar music”
that was about poetry and lyr-
ics,” one of the many reasons he
appreciates Perry’s songwriting.
“To get at the truth, you have to
show what life is really like,”
Moss says, “but there” s humor
there, too.”

Perry thinks of his songs as
stories or mini-movies. Because
they are almost always told in
the first person, some listeners
have misconstrued them to be
personal endorsements of char-
acters that are often less-than-sa-
vory. Perry points out this style
of writing as a literary device
many times. “I'm not my songs,”
he once told the Rocket, a North-
west music rag.

“The whole idea that your
parents have to hate your music
isa’60s cliché,” Moss says. “ It's
cool to see parents and kids lis-
tening to the same music. It’ s all
about family, and passing your
music on.”




The Torch

Come as you are and say what you want;
Paradiso’s open mic night attracts all kinds

Kerrie Bishop
Lead Writer

Over the clattering

plates a server calls, “mocha
raspberry creme latte” which
mixes in with the poetry like an
add-on line. It’s open mic night
at Cafe Paradiso on Broadway —
an ongoing Monday event.

All of the night’s performers
show up around seven. They
write their names on slips of pa-
per and put them in a small
Hershey'’s tin school bus which
sits on a table near the stage.

Daniel Pavlish, the emcee,
tests the sound equipment. Per-
formers approach him with
their worries and questions.
One tall man, hard to miss in his
grass green jacket and Robin
Hood style hat, asks how much
time he has to perform.

“Two songs if you're a singer,
10 minutes if you're a poet.”
Pavlish replies as he fiddles
with a speaker.

The world-weary man —who
appears to be a veteran mic hog
— issurprised and delighted. He
returns to his table a happy

man, poetry in hand.
o o 0

S oon Pavlish, in a black

felt fedora is warming up the
crowd. “Does anyone care that
they’re missing what the Presi-
dent has to say!” (It is the night
of President Clinton’s “I lied
about Monica” speech.)

“No !” several people yell
back.

He makes a few more jokes
and it’s time to get down to
business. The names are taken
from the Hershey’s bus and the
order of performance is an-
nounced.

Half the crowd sits and hugs
their guitars; others wait expect-
antly with notebooks and pa-
pers.

One man handles a yellow
and blue floral print notebook.
He says a few words to his table
mate and then interrupts him-
self, “I have to write,” he says.
“I don’t have anything to read
tonight and I'm going on.” He
works on a poem that he pro-
claims he’s been mulling
around in his head for the last
hour. He’s number 14 — almost
last - so he still has time.

He prefers to remain anony-
mous so goes by the name Cap-
tain Caterpillar, a name he used
when he worked on Denali
magazine. He’s a former LCC

Photo by James D. Sherman

"Boris" is one of the regular performers at Cafe
Paradiso's Monday night open mic night

student with an AA. degree. He
says he’s come to open mic night
about 50 times over the past year
and a half. He's part of a group
of friends known as the ‘Turtle
Island Traders’ group. They used
to perform at The Turtle Island
Bookstore until it closed.

So they eventually gravitated

to Cafe Paradiso.
e o 0

He says it has been a

good learning experience for
him. It helped him overcome his
stage fright, learn to use his voice
and express himself. He also
learned that the ‘coffee shop” in-
tellectuals that he was so intimi-
dated by were pretty much like
himself — poor and educated.
Open mic has been a place for
him to meet people and avoid the
rampart loneliness that is a part
of American society.

The first performer is a human
version of Humpty Dumpty -
wearing socks with shorts — Eu-
gene style. He sings a shaky ren-
dition of “Michael Row Your
Boat Ashore” followed by “She’ll
be Coming Around the Moun-
tain.” People clap enthusiasti-
cally. After his performance one
of the waitrons tells him

“Michael Row Your Boat
Ashore” is one of her favorite
songs.

Everyone is supported —- no
one is turned away. Everyone
who signs up is put on the roster.
The performers’ harshest critics
are themselves.

Captain Caterpillar fights
with a friend at one of the tables
— a short distraction — during a
song. Both of them leave.

Suddenly Monkey Man is on
stage with his guitar. He is rant-
ing in song form and it’s good
music. Every other word is f__.
He gets his point across anyway
— about our fast food culture
where everyone is too cool for
everyone else. People catcall and
yell encouragement. The place
sizzles while he’s on.

A blonde, hefty singer who
looks barely 20-years old finally
takes his turn. His lyrics comi-
cally describe the redemption of
a development-seeking, tree-
cutting business man. The
man’s metamorphosis takes
place amid much innuendo and
a “Sara Sylvia Cynthis Stout
Would Not Take the Garbage
Out” style drama from the
singer.

During the song, he goes
from a tree cutter to a tree
hugger after realizing his alien-
ation from nature as a child. The
song is tongue in cheek, yet
smacks of realism. The singer’s
style is raucous and leads the
crowd to hilarity.

In a quieter moment a shy,
demur woman appears on stage.
She sits on a pillow and quotes
her poems as if in someone’s liv-
ing room. She doesn’t look at the
crowd. Her poems are personal
and flowing. The cadences of her
lines are very good and hyp-
notic.

Captain Caterpillar returns to

the scene and begins furiously
writing in the yellow floral note-
book.

More poets and singers come
and go with good lines — and
bad.

In between, Pavlish interjects
an occasional comment or joke
or short poem. He occasionally
calls on the crowd to clap for the
“nameless ones” behind the
counter for their good service.

Captain Caterpillar is called
to the stage. He zings outa poem
about his friend
who is not there.
He burns his
friend. He gets a
laugh with a line
about his friend farting in his
car each time he exits because of
his friend’s fascination with
beans. “What kind of friend is
this?” he asks the crowd.

He gets to more serious accu-
sations as he continues to ex-
plore the question with his
poem, at times receiving nods of
recognition.

Later he says it’s a good way
to get anger out. “It’s good to get
your aggression out in positive
ways,” he points out, “instead of

acting it out in violent ways.”
o o o

Pavlish closes the night.

He is also known as the Am-
bassador of Poetry. He was
given that title by the Interna-
tional Society of Poets —when he
attended their yearly poetry
symposium in Washington, DC.
Pavlish says that as far as he
knows, he was the first one
given that title.

. In that role he has made the
effort to encourage other poets
by helping them with informa-
tion about publishing through
his activities with the open mics.
He also started an open mic
night for poets at the Out of the
Fog coffee shop.

He believes Open Mic Night
is for everyone. “Open mic
doesn’t just attract musicians
and poets, it’s a magnet that
brings the community to-
gether.”

He says that one woman who
comes in for open mic night has
been mentally disabled due to a
bike accident. She has trouble
remembering lines, but for her to
just get up on stage is coura-
geous enough.

He encourages anyone who is
talented to find an open mic
night and check it out. It's a
good place to try out new mate-
rial and a great place for people
to just come and vent.

ART CINEMAS
492 E. 13th 686-2458

“TWO THUMBS UP!”

SISKLUL & EBHERYD

MINNIE |
P DRIVER

©  TOM
WILKINSON

DESCARTES
ILMS

SPiKe & MiKe’S
SiCK aND TwiSteD

Whats
Happening

A&Events around town:
September 23-Oct.1, 1998
Theatre:
Come support student per-
formers at the free “University

Theatre Showcase,” Friday,
September 25 at 8 PM in
Robinson Theatre at Villard
Hall, 1190 Old Campus Lane on
the U of O campus. This will be
a preview performance for the
upcoming season.

Exhibits:

The Mayor’s Art Show is at
the Jacobs Gallery in the Hult
Center, featuring new and di-

verse works by local artists.

Le Salon de Refuses,
works rejected from the
Mayor’s Art Show, is on dis-
play at the Maude Kerns Art
Center, 1910 East 15th Av-
enue. 345-1571.

Music:

The Scrappy Bitch Tour
rolls into Sam Bond’s Garage
on Saturday, September 26. $5

buys you an evening of BC
“bitch rock.”

Also at Sam Bond’s on Sun-
day the 27th is Charming Host-
ess, an unusual mix of klezmer,
punk, balkan, and funk music.

On Friday, the 25th, the
Spinanes bring alternative, po-
etic music to the Hall at 9 PM,
$6 at the door.

aNiMaTiION

FILMS
edward
SCISSORHANDS
\

*
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TipS from page 9

field of interest. My political sci-
ence instructor hooked me up
with a fantastic summer intern-
ship, and has been a great source
for some of my news stories. My
newswriting instructor encour-
ages all of his students to write
for The Torch, and my writing
instructor helped one of her stu-
dents get a poetry analysis pub-
lished in a textbook a few years
ago.

3. ATTEND CLASS. AL-
WAYS!

It is almost guaranteed that
you will miss something impor-
tant if you aren’t there. It may
not be the answer to the essay
question on the final exam, but
it may be that one little piece of

’

information that
will help you
understand all
of the material
better. Also, pop
quizzes  will
tend to be on the
days you decide
to take off for the
coast. Believe
me, | know.

4. GET
YOURSELF
SOME STUDY PARTNERS.

Search out the ones that really
seem to know their stuff and get
them to study with you before
tests. Not only does it make the
work less tedious, but they will
be able to supplement your un-

derstanding of the material with
some things you may have
missed, and vice versa. And the
most improbable person may
become your new best friend.
5. SIGN UP FOR ANNUAL
REGISTRATION.

It’s your
first big
decision of
the school
vear. Did
you think
it would
involve
disco?

After your
first term, LCC
gives you a won-
derful opportu-
nity. It is annual
registration. Take
advantage of it!
During my first
term, I was at
school from 9
a.m. until 4 p.m.,
four days a week.
But, on two of
those days I was only in class for
three hours of that time. That was
the best I could do as one of the
last students to register for classes
in the fall. I did Annual Registra-
tion in winter and spring and got
into every single class I wanted.

Open a checking account at Bank of America, and you’ll get

a free Disco CD and carrying case* You’ll also get a free
order of checks, a VERSATEL® Check Card with your photo, and a
free $30 AirTouch™ Prepaid Cellular Card.

All of this, just for opening a VERSATEL checking account at
Bank of America. Think of it as a really good way to groove
into the school year.

Stop by your nearest branch today.
« Eugene Branch, 201 East 1lth Ave, Eugene, (541) 342-5810;
e Bailey Hill Safeway Branch,
945 Bailey Hill Road, Eugene, (541) 342-5830;
e Delta Oaks Price Chopper Branch,
1060 Green Acrés Road, Eugene, (541) 342-5823

put your life in motion

Bank of America

*Offer available through October 30, 1998, while supplies last.
See branch for complete details and rules of account. Bank of America. Member FDIC.
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One important thing to re-
member about annual registra-
tion though: CONFIRM YOUR
CLASSES. I went to a lot of
trouble last spring to do annual
registration for this year. I talked
to a counselor, I set up my sched-
ule so that it was absolutely per-
fect. A week ago I felt so ready
for school — everything was in
perfect order. I then proceeded
to forget the dates of registration
confirmation. As I write this, I
am not registered for ONE fall
class. I will have to start over
with the rest of the new stu-
dents, and I have little faith that
I can reconstruct the scheduling
masterpiece I created last spring.
ButI WILL try!

Changes

from page 8

from me. Except my second, the
overweight one. He required my
creativity in the kitchen.

My parents were good, hard-
working people, but not think-
ers. They had little curiosity.
they allowed others to deter-
mine their worth. Therefore,
their strongest, most memorable
message to me was not to seek
individual development but to
simply remain safe and respect-
able, to avoid risk, and to never
bring shame upon the family.

So I've had jobs, not a career.
On these jobs, I've been told
what to do and did it faithfully
and well. I haven’t planned
what I wanted to do. No long-
term thinking went into getting
jobs and no independent think-
ing occurred within them.

My research  writing
instructor’s words, and other
middle-aged LCC instructors
I’ve met, have reminded me
sadly of a proactive life course
not chosen. I once vigorously
but briefly pursued something I
really wanted, a career as a flight
attendant. But after winning this
coveted position, I stayed less
than three years. I soon submit-
ted to the unspoken yet power-
ful family message to quit a
beloved lifestyle of my choice to
my role of daughter/companion
to my lonely mother and to ease
my father’s anxiety about his
daughter’s independence. I
dropped the most fulfilling ac-
tivity of my life to return home
and marry a man with whom
my parents felt comfortable, and
who, at age 24, I thought repre-
sented my last chance to fulfill
the conventional expectation of
marriage.

I've discovered that self-de-
velopment takes thinking, and
that thinking is freeing me from
the automatic pilot of lifelong
family and cultural expectations.
And to take a thinking view of
life, I need immersion in a think-
ing environment. So as I begin
my second year at LCC, I'm in-
creasingly filling the once-empty
space with me.

Be nice to the Planet.
Please recycle this Paper.
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Students from page 8

grade, she pursued what she
calls “self-directed education.”
She took counseling classes in
Eugene, social civics through
correspondence, and studied
countless other subjects by her-
self, on her own time. Bauers got
her GED through LCC, and
started credit classes last winter.
She is taking pre-major credits in
preparation for dance school.

Bauers says coming to LCC
was a new experience for her.
“Since I'd really been on my own
track with my education, just
learning what I wanted tolearn on
my own time and with my own
material, it was weird going back
to school — being around all of
the people and having time de-
fined in little blocks.”

When Bauers first started her
classes she had laryngitis. “I
couldn’t speak for two weeks, and
that was pretty interesting be-
cause it actually helped me adjust
since I could observe more.”

Bauers says the LCC instruc-
tors impressed her. “(They) are
awesome,” she says. “That was
the first thing that I started notic-
ing, that these were people I could
really feel comfortable with.”

She also appreciated the vari-
ety of ages within her classes.

“Going to LCC when I was

16, I was really
afraid that there
would be this
huge age gap.
You think of col-
lege kids and
you think that
they must be
around 20 years
old. I had
people  who
were 20 in my
classes, but I
would also have
people  who
were 40, so the
age gap didn’t
seem that large
at all,” she ex-
plains. il
wasn'’t the only
person who wasn’t 21, and that
was relieving.”

e Agraduate of South Eugene
High School, Jesse Dean started
classes at LCC right out of high
school. Dean had considered cu-
linary school, but after deciding
he’d rather own a restaurant
than simply cook in one, he
chose to major in business. He
received a $600 Eugene Gleemen
Outstanding Male Vocal Schol-
arship, which paid for his first
term of classes at LCC.

Compared to the classes he

more productive
they were.”

. Kimiko
Morinaga,
Kyoko Harada
and Jeong-a Lee
are all preparing
for their first term
here at LCC.

After working
for nine years af-
ter high school in
Japan to save
money for higher
education,
Morinaga found
herself to be too

took in high school, Dean says of
LCC, “Ilike the difference in dia-
logue between the

instructors and the students.”
He was also surprised by the di-
versity in courses offered.

The 19-year-old Business
Administration transfer major
enjoys getting the perspectives
of the older students in his
classes. “I talked to a lot of
people who were five, 10, 15
years older than me,” he says.

“And I've found that the more
older students the classes had, the

Experiences from page 9

Another trouble students
face, Vail points out, is that they
often have anxiety about fitting
in with the rest of the students.

“The biggest mistake people
make is judging their insides by
others’ outsides,” she insists.

Since other students look more
confident and competent than
they feel, the comparison is unfair
and exaggerates the feelings of
inadequacy that new students
may be having. Because of this
they often experience a loss of self-
worth. It is easy for them to as-
sume that other students are not
going through the same difficul-
ties and makes it harder to share
what they are going through.
Then they become anxious and
avoid groups, believing they
should magically already know
everything.

A wide variety of things can
help new students and increase
the likelihood that they will stay
in school.

It’s important for them to find
help with their expectations and
fears. They need to not worry
about what they don’t know and
seek out the information they
need. Students should remember
that the school is there for them,
and not the other way around.

For students who are so over-
whelmed that they experience
shock, it is especially important
for them to find someone to talk
to—advice which is probably true
for all new students — someone
they can share with who will lis-
ten and be understanding. Good
choices include friends, a spouse.
a school counselor or instructors.

Vail says that while returning
students are busy juggling sick
children and other obligations,
they often forget to take time out
to do something pleasurable. She
suggests that they pursue a physi-
cal activity which can be fun, re-

lieve stress and release toxins that
the body tends to store.

International students have
additional obstacles, adjusting to
a new culture. International Stu-
dent Advisor, Mason Davis, who
assists them with their transition,
says that most of the international
students at LCC are from Asian or
Middle Eastern countries which
have very different languages and
cultures.

These students come from
cultures where rote memorizing
and a high degree of respect for
their instructors are stressed.

Here the spotlight is on the in-
dividual, whereas in many of their
home countries respect for the
group is more highly valued.
Their values are to be subservient
to family and community as op-
posed to individuality, and they

will often go to an instructor pri-
vately instead of speaking up in
class.

Davis says that the dropout
rate for international students is
much lower than for the average
student population because
they’ve gone through so much to
be here.

Vail says that by the end of the
fourth week students usually start
to feel more at ease knowing they
belong — although for some it can
take up to two terms.

Sirois says he tries to help stu-
dents with anything they need.
He takes care of them in the begin-
ning and receives hugs when they
leave.

“Come by on May 31 and June
2 to see how many hugsIget,” he
says laughing. “It makes it all
worthwhile.”

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

200/0 r‘\'—'/;AVL/LIW/ YOUR (L.C.C.)

NOW AT

-

OFF/Q/;; STUDENT I.D. CARD
REGON AR

1020 PEARL ST.

EUGENE, OR 97401
683-2787

SUPPLY

LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. NOT VALID ON SALE ITEMS.
SPECIAL ENDS 10/16/98.

:Pshbto byJudy L Sierra
Get thyself to school any which way you can.

old for the Japa-
nese universities.

She went to
study in lowa,
thinking that the Midwest
would be one of the more inter-
esting places to go because there
would be very few Asians. The
same reason she went there is
the reason she ended up trans-
ferring to LCC — “(In Iowa)
they discriminate. They don’t
know about Asian people. So I
decided to go to the west coast,
because I thought since there are
many Asians, I thought there is
no discrimination.

So I chose Oregon.” Now 28,
Morinaga wants to study ani-

e Title

* [€XIS

Bool

Bring your textbook
information to
Smith Family Bookstore

e Author

e Edition

We'll help you find
used copies that
will save you money!

Always buying:
« paperbacks

« Cliffs Notes
« current magazines

Smith Family

mals, and perhaps become a dog
trainer for deaf people.

Harada, also from Japan, has
been here just one month. After
graduating from a University in
Japan and working for a few
years, Harada decided she
wanted to come study comput-
ers in the US because “you
(Americans) use computers in
many situations, in many
places,” says Lee.

“(In Japan) we don’t use com-
puters as much as you.” After
she finishes college in the United
States, 25 year old Harada wants
to go back to Japan to get a job.

English is an important lan-
guage to know if you want to get
ajob in Korea, so after Lee gradu-
ated from a University in her
home country, she decided to
come study computers in the
United States to help perfect her
knowledge of the English lan-
guage. She originally went to
Towa, but transferred to LCC with
Morinaga this year. Lee cited dis-
crimination as one of the reasons
she left as well as the weather in
the Midwest. “It’s not good. It’s
very cold.” She says she may stay
in the States after finishing school,
however, because 26-year-old Lee
believes she may be too old to find
work in Korea.

Textbooks
35-50%

off list price

tQLc
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DEb ate from page 3

MiSS Ol‘egon USA from page 3

“Rupert Murdoch might be an unsavory character, but I bet there are
probably unsavory characters in every political party.”

Simms added after the debate, “I'm very pleased... I think the com-
ments have been good, diverse, and revealing.”

LCC President Jerry Moskus said he hopes having the debate at LCC
“makes all the candidates more aware of community colleges and the
kind of work that we do.”

“I saw the perfect opportunity to involve the college in a very posi-
tive event,” Simms says.

Political Science Instructor Steve Candee says, “I actually felt bet-
ter about it than I thought I would coming in — no name-calling, no
egg throwing.”

Some highlights of the debate:

On Affordable Education

Bobier: We can’t be spending money on education if we're spend-
ing so much money on prison construction... By putting pollution taxes
across the board we can get a staple of money for education for the
next millennium.

Sizemore: We are looking at something like a $1.5 billion increase
in the state general fund. That is sufficient revenue for us to be able to
allocate the funds to higher ed. so that we can freeze tuition.

Burke: The first thing that I would do would be to adopt a tuition
freeze...  would rely more on community colleges, where at least in
the first couple of years you can get a good value for your money.

Kitzhaber: I will be proposing tomorrow in Portland a low inter-
est college loan fund that will be available to all (high school) students
who have achieved a Certificate of Initial Mastery.

On Gun Control

Kitzhaber: I would certainly support a mandatory hold for any
child that was bringing a gun to school... I would support legislation
that would make it more difficult to access firearms.

Bobier: A thing which I support certainly is to abolish the death
penalty. I don’t think we can teach people that violence is wrong by
killing people. Another thing we can do is call on the U.S. govern-
ment to stop its acts of terrorism... What kind of lesson is that for our
kids?

Sizemore: I am a strong supporter of the Second Amendment, the
right to keep and bear arms...

Burke: I do favor laws which punish people who are negligent in
where they leave their guns, where they don’t lock it up. But to really
fight juvenile crime we have to break the black market of drugs.

On Doctor-Assisted Suicide

Bobier: I support the Death with Dignity Act. Isupport the right of
the people to make choices in their own lives... | support what Gover-
nor Kitzhaber has done in terms of going back to Washington D.C,,
going to bat for us.

Burke: If you don’t own yourself, what do you own? Your life is
your ultimate property right. And, being that it is your ultimate prop-
erty right, you should be the one to decide how to live it; you should
be the one to decide how to end it.

Kitzhaber: Ultimately, a very small portion of people are going to
actually use this... I think it's working well. I would continue to argue
against a bill in Congress (that would ban doctor-assisted suicide
through the Controlled Substances Act).

Sizemore: ], too, respect the will of the voters. They have spoken
on this issue, although I want to make it perfectly clear that I do not
support doctor-assisted suicide.”

Student Health Services

Free and Lowcost Health Services

Current LCC credit students are

We offer:
*Primary Care * Emergency[&Ig:
* Women's

Health Care

Stop by or call to make an app RJRNEuENTe
Room 126 Center Building
(Snack bar end of cafeteria)

LCC Main Campus

ellglble

147-4501

ext.2665
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tunity and I became what I really
am: a guy.

Well okay, not a guy in the
worst way possible; this meeting
was far from a “Beauty and the
Beast” re-creation. I admit to at
least a lame attempt at some
mild flirting, but I didn’t wolf-
whistle when she walked in the
room, I didn’t drool while ques-
tioning her and I didn’t flex my
muscles once.

Hey, I even let my table mate
talk about herself during the
hour-long meeting.

Good thing, too, because
Nelson has a lot to say: commen-
ts on everything from what the
Clintons did on their summer
vacation to her opinion on
beauty pageants. When asked if
she sees these contests as goofy,
Nelson concurred - to a point.

“Oregon isn’t pageant-
friendly and we had to scramble
to get girls to even try out (this
year),” said the Eugene native,
adding that she beat out eight
other competitors in the June 21
contest in Portland. Her parents
and older brother were in atten-
dance to make the crowning a
family affair.

“I've looked at pageants be-
fore, too, and asked, ‘Why
would a woman want to get up
on stage and be looked at?’
Things like that. It can be de-
grading in some ways, you
know.

“] also think you shouldn’t
judge a pageant until you've
tried it. I don’t think pageants
are for everyone’s personality.
But for someone like me —if I'm
having fun, it’s my choice if I
want to get up there and get
scrutinized. I did that to myself.”

The way Nelson describes the
backstage atmosphere at a pag-
eant makes it sound almost like
a United Nations conference.
She tosses around the words “in-
dependent, opinionated and
very strong personalities” when
describing her newfound girl-
friends.

Then again, no one has ever
seen Madeline Albright cavort-
ing around in a swimsuit, so
Nelson easily recognizes the
frivolous nature of her chosen
hobby.

And that’s all it is, she says, a
hobby.

This was only her second at-
tempt in a pageant — Nelson
finished second in last year’s
Miss Oregon contest — and af-
ter the Miss USA competition
next February in Branson, Mo.,
she is hanging up her tiara, pro-
vided she doesn’t move on to the
challenge of Miss Universe.
(Which I guess is no longer such
a misnomer since we’ve recently
discovered that men are from
Mars and women are from Ve-
nus.)

As one perk for her triumph,
Nelson traveled to Shreveport,
La., for the Aug. 17 Miss Teen
USA pageant.

Aug. 17th. Yep, the same day
President Clinton sort of apolo-
gized to the American public for
his “inappropriate relationship”
with Monica Lewinsky.

The timing of his nationally-
televised speech wrecked any
chance of Miss Teen USA being
crowned live on the airwaves.
Nelson reports the 50 young
women were “quite upset,” and
teased this reporter with the
statement, “You shouldve heard
what they said about President
Clinton.” While she wouldn’t
elaborate on their comments,
Nelson has some of her own
thoughts about the embattled
leader and his family.

“As far as him admitting to
having ‘inappropriate relations,”
that is our business because he’s
representing the American
people just as Miss USA would,”
she stated quite emphatically.

“He is supposed to be a role
model. I admire (Hillary) for be-
ing strong, being fairly indepen-

. dent, but I feel sorry for her

because of what her husband
has done to her and their child.
I especially — out of everyone —
feel for Chelsea.”

Nelson will wuse her
newfound fame to attend events
similar to the Miss Teen USA
and says she plans to stress to
her younger counterparts the
need to stay in school and re-
ceive an education.

Inquiring minds do want to
know though: Does she ever
wear that sparkling tiara during

FALL WELCOME WEEK

ACTIVITIES
Wed.-Thur.- Fri. Oct. 7-8-9

» Street Fair
 Info tables in the cafeteria

FRIDAY OCT. 9 Ping Pong Drop
Bristow Square at noon
Catch a ping pong ball & win
one or more of over 2000 prizes
donated by local businesses!

Live Broadcast
by KNRQ 95.3 FM

mundane activities, such as
watching TV?

“My dad made a joke about
that the night I won,” she said,
referring to the crown. “He said,
‘Amy, did you ask if water
would tarnish the crown be-
cause I know you’re going to
wear it in the shower?’

“It’s fun to wear, but it’s re-
ally a pain. It dents into my
head. I've gotta have all these
bobby pins in my hair...It’s a
mess.”

So, Nelson only “dents” her
head at official appearances
when asked, and Dad some-
times even plays a role in those
moments.

Her father races sprint cars,
and Nelson has been on hand
for several trophy presentations
at the Riverside Speedway in
Cottage Grove.

The idea of mixing beauty
with the grease and grime of
speedway pit areas may seem
odd, but the image actually
dovetails right into Nelson’s
chosen field of study, chemical
dependency.

How did a Miss Oregon find
herself smack dab in the middle
of life’s seedier side, e.g. heroin
addiction, alcoholism, etc.?

“I've always been drawn to
helping people,” offered Nelson.
She spent two years as a volun-
teer at the Relief Nursery, a pro-
gram which offers child care for
parents in drug and alcohol
treatment. “Even if I don’t
choose to (work in the counsel-
ing field) for the rest of my life,
this is a wonderful program to
have under my belt. I've learned
so much about myself, my opin-
ions and attitudes, over the
years.”

A well-known cliché says that
life can be one’s oyster, espe-
cially at age 20. Another points
out that beauty is only skin-
deep. Nelson realizes that as
Miss Oregon she is a role model
of sorts and should she win the
Miss USA crown in Missouri,
she will stand out even more.

“So far in my life this is the
most wonderful moment or ex-
perience; and I'll never forget
it,” she admits.

“But my friends know who I
am inside, that I'm not this fake-
artificial person. A lot of girls (in
pageants) can get that way - it
can become a way of life for
them. I hope to somehow make
a difference in this world,
whether it’s being a counselor or
whether it’s doing something as
Miss Oregon.

“Basically, whatever dreams
or goals I set for myself, [ hope
to achieve them and to be sat-
isfied with life when I get
there.”

Most men would make hor-
rible pageant judges. A batting
of eyelashes or a bright smile
thrown our way is usually
enough to sway us. But if a pag-
eant were based only on hon-
esty, integrity, intelligence, and
overall contributions to society,
Nelson would win the vote from
this “politically-correct, pro-
feminist” corner.

Oh yeah, and she’s a beauty,
too.
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economy and other domestic
economic variables.

Third, they will have to
evaluate the impact of a further
diminished presidency on our
foreign policy and standing in
the international community.

Fourth, they will undoubt-
edly evaluate their continued
support of condemnation of
the president in light of the up-
coming election, and how the
matter and their vote will be
perceived by their constitu-
ents. (A CNN-Gallup poll of
September 11, following the
distribution of the Starr Re-
port, revealed that nearly two-
thirds of the respondents still
feel the president is doing a
good job and less than one-
third believe that he should ei-
ther resign or be impeached.)

Finally, in light of the paral-
lels that have continuously
been drawn between this po-
litical scandal and that of
Watergate (though I personally
believe there to be many more
distinctions than similarities),
Congress is going to have to
consider the impact that pro-
longed impeachment proceed-
ings are likely to have on the
public’s growing political cyni-
cism and detachment from our
political culture.

Frankly, it is this issue more
than anything else, including the
ultimate fate of Mr. Clinton, that
is of most concern to me.

In a constitutional democ-
racy, public policies rarely be-
gin and end with an
individual, even the president.
They are the culmination of a
process that requires hard
work, commitment, integrity, a
sense of fairness and justice,
and a vision to provide the
greatest benefit to the greatest
number of people.

Fortunately, and contrary to
much public opinion, we have
a great number of people at the
local, state and federal levels of
government who possess those
qualities, and regularly strive
to promote the people’s
agenda. This doesn’t mean that
there are not conflicting inter-
ests to consider, and it certainly
doesn’t mean that each
constituent’s personal wishes
are always fulfilled.

Policy making demands
compromise and most often
results in only incremental
changes, but many people for-
get that quick and monumen-
tal changes also carry the
potential for monumental di-
sasters or injustice for a par-
ticular minority.

I’'m old enough to remember
the Watergate era and, as a po-
litical radical, how absolutely
“gleeful” I was at the prospect
of the impeachment or resigna-
tion of Richard Nixon. Yet as I
watched him give his resigna-
tion speech on that hot sum-
mer afternoon in August of
1974, I was surprised to find
myself in the throes of a pro-
found sadness, not so much for
him, but for the nation.

I suppose that is what I am
feeling again. For four years

now we have been distracted
by this political scandal, fueled
by an overzealous and politi-
cally motivated prosecutor, the
self-serving and profit-maxi-
mizing media, and politicians
seeking to increase their politi-
cal advantage not solely at the
expense of the president, but of
the American people as well.
There have been few heroes, cer-
tainly neither Mr. Clinton nor
Mr. Starr, throughout this whole
ordeal. The collective victims
have been the American people,
as a once healthy political skep-
ticism has increasingly turned
into an unhealthy and escalating
political cynicism.

This November 3rd we have
an election to attend to. Every
Congressional seat in the
House of Representatives and
a third of those in the Senate, as
well as all of the House seats
and half of the Senate seats in
the Oregon legislature will be
determined by your vote.

The composition of those
chambers, of the occupants of
those seats, will determine the
kinds of public policies that
will ultimately be adopted.
Those policies, in turn, will
have an impact, both direct
and indirect, on the quality and
substance of our educational,
social service and correctional
systems, the taxes we pay, and
the physical environment in
which we live. In addition, we
will have 14 statewide and a
half dozen local ballot mea-
sures, the outcomes of which
will further affect our lives.

Political pundits are already
predicting perhaps the lowest
voter turnout in an off-year elec-
tion on record, citing the presi-
dential scandal and its resulting
disillusionment as a major
cause.

As I tell my students on the
very first day of class, under-
standing of government and
politics and participation in our
political culture is a matter of
self-defense. An unwillingness
to study and understand
coupled with a refusal to partici-
pate will ensure that fewer and
fewer people, in their own self-
interest, will decide policy mat-
ters that in the aftermath you
will simply have to live with.

An informed and engaged
citizenry is our best and per-
haps our only defense against
an increasing centralization
and consolidation of power in
fewer and fewer hands. Don’t
be distracted; don’t be disillu-
sioned. It is policy, not politics,
that really matters. And it is
ultimately your voice and your
vote that determines not only
policy but the strength and
health of our democratic system.

EARN EXTRA CASH
Help finance your education
) Bring this ad to (or ask for) Hal
or Ruby on Tues. 7:30 p.m.

Phoenix Inn 850 Franklin Blvd.
Give us a try!

but don’t worry - it’s all just a big joke. What's
funny is that they look at us and think we’re all
pulled together and belong — and they're the ones
who are crazy.

This is all part of the reality of college (of life).

So, take a deep breath and relax. Feeling anxious
and overwhelmed just part of the process. Sure,
you'll continue to feel a certain amount of anxiety
throughout school, but it won’t always feel as intense
as it does at the beginning of the year.

Don’t let these emotions “drive” you. You can
take the driver’s seat (okay, give them their place,
but you take charge).

On pages 8 and 9 we’ve provided ways to suc-
ceed at school. You just might want to take them
out, read them then keep them in your notebook
as a reference guide.

Please remember, Lane is full of people ready and
willing to help you with (almost) anything you need.

They can’t read minds, but they’re friendly and
open and will answer your questions.

All you have to do is ask.

If you feel confused, overwhelmed, scared to
death or like you just don’t belong - don’t give up
or quit!

Talk to someone. Start with your instructors
and friends and they’ll guide you to specific
people. Just don’t give up!

You have dreams and goals, and that’s where
the brochures are right - what you need is right
here at Lane.

People - staff and students - with determination
to accomplish goals — fill our own little community.

That’s what a community college is - a group
of diverse people gathering in one place to accom-
plish goals as varied as the people themselves.

And Lane is among the best. Is it perfect? Far
from, but it’s full of people who care, who are com-
passionate and are friendly. It's a great place to
meet different types of people.

You can learn so much more at Lane than just
in a classroom.

into propaganda.

He wrote, “Our newspaper is our party,
our ideal, our soul, and our banner which will
lead us to victory.”

Just over 30 years later, as World War II
was in its infancy, he hammered home the
point: “Another weapon I discovered early
was the power of the printed word to sway
souls to me. The newspaper was soon my
gun, my flag.”

Having recognized the power that we pos-
sess, I (and I trust others at The Torch) real-
ize that this mission must be built on an
ethical foundation.

The Torch must maintain its objectivity
when reporting news. Through a fair presen-
tation of the facts and opinions of those in-
volved in a story, the reader, not the reporter
or newspaper, can decide what is the truth.

The Torch must maintain its independence
from any force which would seek to use its
pages as propaganda. It must always show re-
spect for its readers and sources.

The Torch must offer a forum for a diverse
cross-section of the college. As a student-run
newspaper, The Torch must constantly keep
students in mind when making decisions.

What do I expect from our readers? I hope
you will keep us accountable when we make -
mistakes: Tell us.

However, just as The Torch does not only
report the bad news, I hope you will also in-
form us when we are doing a good job.

I hope you will take an interest in your col-
lege and community as I have done. If you have
an idea for a story that hasn’t been written yet,
tell me. If you have — or know somebody who
has - an interesting life story, tell me.

As Ibegan, I now end. I am delighted you
picked up this first issue of the year, and in-
vite you to continue to do so. Join us on this
great mission. It’ll be fun, trust me.

from Army ROTC.

CASH IN ON GOOD GRADES.

If you're a freshman or sophomore with good grades,
apply now for a three-year or two-year scholarship

Army ROTC scholarships pay tuition, most
books and fees, plus $150 per school month. They
also pay off with leadership experience and officer
credentials impressive to future employers.

THE SMARTEST COLLEGE COURSE YOU CAN TAKE

Find out more. Call CPT Rich Lewis
University of Oregon ROTC, 346-3102
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