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New group
forming for
students to
explore Jewish
culture

Student organizer wants club
to provide social and spiritual
outlet for members.

Sarah Ross
News Editor

Have you ever wondered what Rosh
Hashanah is all about? Are you curious about
Yom Kippur? If Sarah Crow has her way LCC stu-
dents will be able to learn about and share in
Jewish traditions at a Jewish Student Union on
campus.

Crow, a full-time
LCC student, may
be undecided
about her major,
but she is clear
about her desire to
learn more about
her heritage.

“It’s kind of over-
whelming,”  says
Crow who lives with
her Jewish mother
and sometimes
attends church with
her Christian father.
“I don’t do the
‘Jewish thing’ ‘so I
think, ‘Am 1 really
qualified to start
something?’ But it
would be an oppor-
tunity for me to
learn more about
Jewish culture.”

Although Crow
has lived in Eugene for ten years, she says she
didn’t know there was a Jewish community in
town until she attended a student retreat in
Olympia, Wash., last year. The retreat was
organized by Hillel, an international organization
that supports Jewish groups on college and uni-
versity campuses.

“A friend of mine got me interestéd. We went

PHOTO BY NAOMI REICHMAN

A traditional Jewish sab-
bath, called Shabat, is
started with the lighting of
candles and saying
a blessing.

see ]SU on page 4

Pell Grant funds increase after President Bush

PHOTO BY COLLIN ANDREW

Public Safety officers Jim Harris (left) and Glenn Goss (right) arrest a
woman who attempted to jump off the balcony of the
Administration Building, Building 6, on the afternoon of Jan. 15.

Frustrated student attempts
jump from LCC building

Jenni Schultz
Managing Editor

LCC Public Safety personnel
prevented a students attempt
to jump from the second story
balcony of the Administration
Building Jan. 15.

The college has not
released the student’s name
but says she was upset over a
recent judiciary hearing held in
that building regarding a “pre-
sumed violation of the student
conduct code,” says Judicial
Advisor Sandra Ing-Weise,
director of Student Health and
Support Services.

Judiciary hearings are held
when the college charges a stu-
dent with violating the Student
Conduct Code. Appearing at
most hearings are, the Public
Safety officer that was present
at the time of the violation, a
Judicial advisor, the student
and a person of the students
choice. The harshest ruling
that a student can receive from
these hearings is expulsion
from LCC.

After the Jan. 15 hearing,
the student ran from the room
onto the narrow landing area
of the second floor facing
Building 5, says Ing-Weise.

PHOTO BY. COLLIN ANDREW

Public Safety officers restrain
a distressed student outside of
a second floor window of the
Administration Building,
Building 3.

Student Tasha Hershey,
who is in the legal secretary
program, said that the woman
yelled “I'm gonna sue her,”
and, “She wouldn’t even give
me a second chance.” She
then threw her back-pack onto
the ground and swung herself
over the ledge. After she hung
on the ledge for a minute, the
officers pulled her over and
restrained her, says Hershey.

Director of Public Safety
Mike Mayer said that the

see JUMPER on page 4

Union ftries to
increase pressure
on college with
‘work to rule’
request

After 18 months of
negotiations, LCCS faculty
union and college bargaining
team may be headed
towards state mediation.

Sarah Ross
News Editor

The faculty union urged its members to
“work to rule” in an e-mail sent Jan. 8, in an
effort to push the college to resolve on-going
contract negotiations.

““Work to rule’ means you do what you are
required to do (by contract), and use your dis-
cretion to not do all the things people normal-
ly do when-they are treated with respect,” says
Dennis Gilbert, who heads the LCC Education
Association’s bargaining team and is an
instructor in the Science department.

“We're encouraging faculty to ‘work to rule’
as another way of showing resolve,” he
explains.

Although-the e-mail asks faculty to “mini-
mize any harm to students,” several of the
“work to rule” strategies could negatively
impact students, including: accepting only the
established maximum number of students for
classes; not accepting new students after a

‘class has met; and not engaging in non-teach-

ing work, such as curriculum planning, devel-
opment or coordination that goes beyond con-
tracted obligations.

A brief history

The “work to rule” request comes after near-
ly 18 months of bargaining in which the college
and faculty union have been unable to reach
agreements on major issues including com-
pensation, cost-of-living adjustments, and
health insurance costs.

Although the faculty union ratified a six year
contract in June of 2000, several issues,
including funding for faculty salary “step”
increases for the 2000-2001 academic year,
were left open.

Negotiations to resolve those issues began

see FACULTY on page 8

visits Portland Community College

Bush came to Oregon
Jan. 5 to stimulate the
economy and discuss “No

Child Left Behind Act.”

Pat Sweeney
Staff Writer
President George W. Bush sought
support for his economic stimulus pack-
age during his Jan. 5 trip to Oregon,
where the 7.4 percent jobless rate is the

highest in the country.

He also promoted the “No Child Left
Behind Act” which includes increased
Pell Grant funds.

Visit to PCC

Bush’s visit included a stop at the fed-
erally funded Northeast One Stop Career
Center at Portland Community College.
PCC used the opportunity to share with
the president the work it is doing to help
unemployed people procure jobs.
According to a Jan. 7 PCC news release,
“PCC operates five such centers in the

Portland Metro area and has helped
approximately 20,000 adults in the past
year through a wide slate of short-term
education and training programs.”

PCC President Jesus “Jess” Carreon
asked Bush to “use the nation’s commu-
nity colleges as a key vehicle in the
implementation of his economic stimu-
lus package to get America back to work
(Bush) said he would,” said the news

release.

“Bush seemed well aware of the role

see BUSH on page 8

: PHOTO BY RICHARD ARCHAMBAULT
LCC instructor Jeff Osanka attended
President Bush’s recent visit and dis-
cussed community college issues
with the president’s staff
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Reexamine
recent
commentary

On Jan. 10, The Torch pub-
lished a commentary by anar-
chists Marshal Kirkpatrick and
Brenton Gicker titled “Against
the State, Against the War.” As
an anti-war activist awaiting trial
for civil disobedience, I was
extremely disturbed by their
comments. | would like to take
this opportunity to respond.

Kirkpatrick and GQGicker tell
us, “Anarchist opposition to the
war cannot base itself on
humanitarian moralism. Moral
principles that are placed above
the real lives of individuals as a
means of judging their value
are easily transformed into jus-
tifications for economic and
political interests of those in
power.”

It is not explained how valu-
ing “real human lives” above
abstract moral principals differs
from “humanitarian moralism.”
It is worth noting, for the sake
of the anarchists, that appeals
to the protection of “freedom”
are just as common in justifying
U.S. atrocities, but these are
small points.

Larger issues arise when
Kirkpatrick and Gicker claim,
“When we try to use the same
values against the state that the
state uses to justify its activi-
ties, we get caught in a war of
words in which the state has the
upper hand...”

Translation: they are afraid
to enter an actual debate that
they might actually lose. Most
opponents of the war have
more faith in their views. The
documented civilian casualties,
the record of those the U.S. is
supporting, the suspicious eco-
nomic interests involved (both
in Afghanistan in particular and
our foreign policy historically),
and the obvious observation

that bombing creates more ter-
rorism—these provide most
activists with plenty of ammo to
render the U.S. “humanitarian”
arguments laughable. This is
why our government must rely
on endless emotional appeals.
Our anarchist friends take the
same route, and we will soon
see why.

They continue, ”“...and will
find such attempts turned
against us, since we do not
value all lives equally. The lives
of those who rule us and the
armed lackeys that they hire to
defend them mean nothing to
us, since they are the ones who
have sucked all the joy and
wonder out of life, transforming
it into nothing more than differ-
ent levels of survival at a price.”

I don’t know about joy. At
the moment however, I am
experiencing a great deal of
wonder trying to figure out how
the hell Kirkpatrick and Gicker
reconcile their views. Didn’t
they just denounce “moral prin-
ciples that are placed above
individuals as a means of judg-
ing their value?” And yet they
claim the moral authority to dis-
miss the lives of soldiers and
police, the grief of their fami-
lies, their sacrifices, misguided
though some of them might be.
Even politicians and their cor-
porate leash holders have fami-
lies, feelings, value.

Don’t get me wrong; 1
believe that there are times
when taking a life can be the
right, or least wrong, thing to
do. But to objectify people with
labels to make taking their lives
easy is a weapon of the irra-
tional and those who lack the
courage to make difficult moral
decisions. In fact, it has been
the choice weapon of the state
since the beginning of recorded
history.

Kirkpatrick and Gicker con-
tinue to illustrate their lack of
concern for human life and suf-
fering. “If we compromise our
methods and principles in order

WMackWorld

It’s a scary world out
there. It’s a lot better to
go to school and take a
lot of classes all day long
than to stay out in the
world. 1 want to be a
stand-up comedian and
work for the comic news
room. | want people to
laugh their heads off
and to be very funny all
day long and night. I will
be going to school at
LCC from September
2002 to 2003.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
Jan. 18 — Last day to receive a full refund.
Jan. 21 — The college will be closed in honor of

Martin Luther King Day.

Lottens to the Cditon

to forge false unities to end the
war, we are falling into the
same trap as those who wear
the flag because Bush and the
media told them that our com-
plex emotional reactions to the
attacks of Sept. 11 all come
down to patriotism.”

There is one large difference
between these two “traps.” One
of them ends the mass murder
of Afghanis and prevents it from
being expanded to other peo-
ples. These are the ‘real lives’
which Kirkpatrick and Gicker
want us to place above the
‘moral principles’ that they sup-
posedly don’t have. Yet these
lives seem a small expense to
our anarchist commentators in
maintaining the purity of their
revolution. This is why activists
of diverse ideologies and long
term goals form coalitions at
times like these; it is not a ‘false
unity.” Those lives are impor-
tant.

As the “war of words” contin-
ues between government and
resistance, you may see many
views such as Kirkpatrick and
Gicker’s being waved around by
politicians and corporate media
that wish to tar us all with the
same brush. They do not repre-
sent us. | urge you not to take
them too seriously.

Robert Slaughter
LCC Student

LCC is not
an ashtray

Surrounded by rolling hills
backed by majestic mountains,
this campus is visually inspiring
(when the clouds let up, that is).
The forest behind campus
offers a peaceful, serene envi-
ronment where one can unwind
from the stress of classes. And
a walk around campus reveals a
beautiful landscape consisting
of various trees and plants,
even an herb garden where one
can snatch a whiff of rosemary
or basil.

But why is it that I can easily
find trash and cigarette butts
lying on the ground of this
attractive campus? | often see
people outside a building, fin-
ishing the last drag of a ciga-
rette before class begins, stand-
ing right next to an ashtray,
flicking their butt: to the
ground.

Our campus is currently
debating implementing a no
smoking policy that would
restrict or prevent smoking on
campus. I do not agree with a
smoking ban, but maybe if
smokers were a little more con-
siderate to their environment
and the people living in a said
environment, we would not be
dealing with the possibility of a
policed smoking ban.

No non-smoker likes to have
a cloud of previously inhaled
smoke blown in their face. But
aside from health issues, smok-
ers like myself (who carry a
pocketful of butts and random
refuse to be deposited in a
proper receptacle later) do not
like to look on the ground in an
institution helping each of us
excel in life and see litter that
could have easily been dropped
in a trash can.

We are all adults here, or at
least old enough to know bet-
ter. So, how about using the
trash cans and ashtrays located
all over campus for their intend-
ed purpose.

I won’t boether mentioning
that litter has brutal environ-
mental effects, as I am sure
everyone has heard it before.
But I ask you to lock around
after reading this letter and use
the ashtray within your line of
sight.

It’s up to us to keep the cam-
pus clean, people. Th~ land-
scape crew at LCC is made up
mostly of students working for
credit, not money, so please
clean up after yourself. After all,
this isn’t your mother’s house.

Noel Madden
LCC Student

The Bell Curve il
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BSU members take
children under the wings

LCC5 student run organization started the Umoja group who
will be performing in the cafeteria today from noon to 1 p.m.

Sarah Ross
News Editor

“To me, it takes a communi-
ty to raise Kids,” says Capone
Summerfield.

Most days Summerfield is an
LCC student, vice-president of
the ASLCC and treasurer of the
Black Student Union, but on
Wednesday and Thursday after-
noons, he is a tutor, mentor
and role model for the mostly
African-American members .of
the Umoja club at Jefferson
middle school.

“l don’t want them to go
through what I went through,”
he says. “By giving them skills,
I'm giving them
options.”

The BSU has invited the club
to perform in the LCC cafeteria
today, Thursday, Jan. 17 from
noon to 1 p.m., as part of this
week’s Martin Luther King, Jr.
day events. The students will
be reading poetry they wrote
and published last year as part
of a fund raising project.

Umoja is a Swahili word
meaning ‘Unity’ and is the first
principle = of Kwanzaa, an
African-American winter holiday
celebrating family, community
and culture.

The club is “homework, cul-
ture and academics together,”
says Bahati Ansari, who super-
vises the kids after school.
“(The mentors) give them a
chance to see someone who
looks like them [going to col-
lege). They don’t see that

healthy.

because of the community they
live in.”

Ansari says she knows the
club is successful because the
kids are “doing better at getting
their homework in on time,”
and “at least it’s getting them to
come back to school instead of
the mall or staying at .home,”
she explains.

“I have them call me ‘mama
Bahati.” That brings it a little
closer to home,” she says,
“They know there’s people here
who care for them and are
keeping an eye out for them.”

Anthony Fuller, BSU’s presi-
dent, says “(It's) just to let them
know that college is for every-
body. Sometimes the Kids
don’t get to see people like
them in college.” And by that,
Fuller explains, he means
someone who is ‘cool’, into
music and still having fun even
though they’re going to school.
Fuller, in his second year of the
Computer User Support pro-
dgram at Lane, also DJs locally
and says he sometimes takes
his turntable to the school to
show the kids how to scratch
and blend records.

Fuller and Summerfield
started the mentoring project

last year with the help of Ansari

and Greg Evans, LCC special
projects  coordinator  for
International/Multicultural
Services and faculty advisor to
the BSU. Six BSU students are
currently involved in the proj-
ect.

Fuller says “It’s important for
me, because | have a 5 year-old
daughter and I want her to see
charity and giving back to the
community.”

Fuller, who talked about the
challenges he faces navigating
the sometimes hostile, isolating
experiences he has as an
African-American student on
LCC’s predominately white
campus, says “A lot of these
kids they don’t have the heip
that they need from someone
who'’s like them, especially the
African American kids.

“(My daughter was) called a
‘nigger’ before she was 5 years
old all that plays into why I
want to help the kids out.”

Summerfield, in his third
year of LCC’s Dental Hygiene
program, says “I’'ve been there,
what these kids are going
through, I had to figure it out
myself.

“l want to help them build
their skills so they know how to
stay out of trouble, how to
speak tactfully to people — to
teach them to honor diversity,
and teach other people to be
comfortable with diversity.”

This year graduates of the
club, now in the 9th grade at
area high schools, contacted
Bahati at Jefferson asking if
they could come back and tutor
current club members.

That’s what it's all about,
says Summerfield, “Being able
to pass on knowledge.”

LCC board makes strong commitment to
Native American long house project

Skye Maclvor
Editor in Chicf

A culturally diverse crowd filled
the LCC Board of Education room
at its monthly meeting Jan. 9, in
support of a proposed .Native

American Program long house
project.
Board Chairman Robert

Ackerman began the meeting with
a motion to move the long house
issue to the top of the agenda.

The long house concept was
described to the board as “a mul-
tiple use facility which would
incorporate the needs of Native
American students and the local
Native American community, but
would be available for all stu-
dents.”

After listening to seven audi-
ence members endorse the build-
ing, the board unanimously voted
to pledge $250,000 in “capital
repair” funds to aid in constructing
the long house facility.

Conditions for the $250,000
pledge require that all additional
building revenue, up to $420,000,
must be raised by the Native
American Program through outside
sources; that the long house be a
multiple use facility; and that if
money is not raised by December
of 2003 the college commitment
will “sunset” in January of 2004.

The long house building con-
cept originally sprouted in 1993,
when Frank Merill, Native
American Program coordinator,
presented the idea to the Facilities
Management Committee.

According to an information pack-
et presented to the board, the ini-
tial request for a site indicated that
the materials and labor might be
donated.

In 2000, the Spirit Mountain
Community Fund pledged
$100,000 ($50,000 direct grant
and $50,000 challenge grant).
Further grant proposals were sub-
mitted to various tribal community
funds and are waiting possible
approval.

“It’s not simply a matter of how
many classrooms can be built and
accommodated in the long
house,” said Mark Harris,
Substance Abuse Prevention coor-
dinator, and one of the seven to
address the board, “It's how many
cross-cultural modes of instruction
can be expressed in a (long house)
setting.”

Harris was referring specifically
to a learning community that he
teaches, Afro Blue, which explores
the African American experience.
In this class, Harris uses tradition-
al African drumming as a teaching
aid. And in a typical LCC class-
room, the noise can be a distrac-
tion to other classes meeting in
the vicinity. But the long house
could be an appropriate place to
use a cultural teaching aid such as
drumming, said Harris.

Biology instructor Jerry Hall
described the Native American
Program to board members as a
growing combination of cross-cul-
tural - courses, programs and
organizations that specifically

focus on native peoples at Lane.

He said interested faculty have
been working to create and nur-
ture these outlets for students who
are making the transition from a
reservation to college—students
whose families may not have
attended college. And the growing
program is not limited to Native
American students, he said,

“This (program) is contributing
to what I see as an increased inter-
est in Lane. And we all believe and
feel from our own experience that
something like a long house would
focus and advertise this kind of
interest.”

ASLCC Sen. Jake Muicahey told
the board, “I've had a chance to
spend some time with Frank and
other people working on the long
house project ... and all of us at
ASLCC have been supporting it.”

ASLCC Sen. Jennifer Hoffman
read to the board a resolution
passed with full support of the
ASLCC Senate on Jan. 9.

Points raised by ASLCC's reso-
lution were that the long house
would embody the ideals
expressed in the college’s mission
statement and .core values and
would clearly demonstrate Lane’s
commitment to address diversity
issues.

Ackerman  responded to
ASLCC'’s resolution, “I commend
you for your research in our policy
to remind us of who we are in this
resolution. I like to revisit the core
values once in a while.”

Martin Luther King
Day Information

Faith Kolb A
Copy Editor Events around town:
*1/19: Honoring Our New
History: Ethnic Youth (HONEY) Family-

Style Celebration, 6 p.m.,
Northwest Youth Corps build-
ing (formerly Laurel Hill
School), 2621 Augusta St.
Keynote speech by Bahati

It took 15 years to create
the federal Martin Luther
King, Jr. holiday.
Congressman John Conyers,
D-Mich., first introduced legis-

: ore Ansari entertainment
lation four days after King's 2 y
assassination in 1968. After potluck, 54,?' 4023.

*1/21: "Renewal of the

the bill became stalled, peti-
tions containing six million
names were submitted to con-
gress. Each successive

legislation the bill
was reintroduced by

Commitment” march, 9am
begins at Martin Luther King
Park, 10th and Grant Street,
741-8830; MLK
Celebration, 2 p.m. to

4 B, Hamlin

Conyers and Rep. 4
: : Middle School, 326
SRR REIE, Centennial  Blvd.,

D-N.Y., until it was
passed in 1983,
and was signed

Springfield; “Tragedy
and Triumph: The

into law by itrengthenil:lg o’t’?
President Ronald le ;- biyid Ctg .
Reagan with the elebration at Hu

Center, featuring

provision that it
be moved to the
third Monday in
January. A num-
ber of states
resisted celebrat- :
ing the holiday,

~ journalist/author
Nathan McCall,
gospel music, commu-
nity awards, 5 p.m., 343-
4230.

+1/23: “Honoring Dr. King,”
5 p.m., Taylor Piano Lounge,

s M Erb Memorial Union, UO.
would cost too Bisthd e : .
much to give i ay cake reception wi

Jazz pianist Chris Stubbs, pro-
fessor Mark Harris, Eugene
Peace Choir. 346-1139.

*1/24: MLK Awards, 11:30
a.m., Gerlinger Lounge, UO.
Honors ceremony for exem-
plary staff and -faculty. 346-
1139.

+1/25: Unity Dinner and
Dance, 6 p.m., Collier House,
UO. Presented by Vietnamese

another day off to workers
and that he didn‘t deserve his
own holiday. Several southern
states include celebrations for
Confederate generals on that
day, while Utah calls it Human
Rights Day. Arizona, after a
proposed tourist boycott,
adopted the holiday in 1992.
In 1999, New Hampshire
changed the name of Civil

. . Student Association and
EGRIE Sy A T S OtheY  Tlkek Stadert Unian.: 346
King, Jr. Day. 1139

/69210

School of hard drinks

-~
£~ -

. Weekend classes
PREMIUM beginning Sat. Feb. 2nd

POUI% 2
BARTENDING $100 off

1010 Oak Street (downtown Eugene)
www.premium-pour.com  (541)485-4695

at the LCC Bookstore
30% OFF Crayola Crayons
30% OFF Lane Vests by Jansports

Limited to stock on hand

Prices good Tuesday January 22nd

LCC Black Student Union

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Week Activities

Thursday Jan 17th

Umoja Cind, Jefferson
Middle School Poetry,
Reading, Signing

and selling of books
@ $5.00. 12-1 pm
Cafeteria

Friday Jan. 18th

African American Film Festival
(films to be announced)
1-4 pm multicultural center
Room 201
The Umoja Club is a student
based organization focused on
the cultural, social and academic
needs of African students attend-

African American Film Festival
(films to be announced)
1-4 pm muilticultural center

ing middle schools. The club is
sponsored by LCC and UO
student union members.
For more Info: call Ms. Leslie
Ext. 2043
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Computers demystified with LCC project

Lane County Head Start office provided a group of
LCC Students with the opportunity to gain
hands-on experience with computers.

Sarah Ross
News Editor

“Learning to expect the
unexpected.” That’'s what a
hands-on project re-configuring
computers at the Lane County
Head Start office in Springfield
taught LCC student Jennifer
McEvoy.

McEvoy and seven other stu-
dents from the Women in
Technology support group tack-
led the task over winter break
with a lot of enthusiasm and a
little bit of trepidation. “I've got-
ten into my own computer a
couple of times, but it’s still a
little scary,” says McEvoy, who
is majoring in Network
Operations and Computer User
Support. McEvoy says she first
got interested in computers
while in the Air Force and that
before beginning her classes at
Lane in 2000, didn’t have much
computer experience.

Before heading out to ‘the
project-site the group met for
three hours with Doug Weiss,
instructional  specialist in
Applied Engineering, in an elec-
tronics lab on campus. “lI gave
them the preliminaries on how
to handle that cards safely with-
out static damage,” says Weiss.

“We ran into some problems
during the -training,” recalls
McEvoy. “One of the power sup-
plies blew. All I remember
about the® training up to this
point was never, ever, ever get
into the power supply.” But
because it can be removed with-
out opening it up, she says, the
group was able to replace it.

“It was important when that
happened,” she says, “because

things like that are going to
happen and you can’t take it
personally. Even the expert
there didn’t anticipate it.”

McEvoy says that swapping
out the damaged power supply
helped the women overcome
some of their fears about han-
dling the internal components
of a computer.

By the time they finally

“arrived at the project site the

next day, group member
Shelley Lawrence says, “l was a
little nervous, but what we had
done the day before (in the
training) was a lot more exten-
sive.”

“The training session was
really helpful. We took every-
thing out of our computer —
the cards, the power supply —
and swapped things around.”
Once everything was back in
place, Lawrence says, the group
tested each component to
make sure it was working.

“] learned some really good
tips on how to put knowledge
to real life,” she says, “Like how
cards fit into slots; sometimes it
takes some tweaking.”

Lawrence says the project
was a big confidence booster. “It
gives you the sense that you can
do this stuff, it’s not that scary,
you’re not going to touch some-
thing that’s going to blow up,
which was kind of my attitude
about it before the project.”

Lawrence, who says she had
never touched a computer until
about three years ago, worked
as a press operator in a lumber
mill for 12 years. “I got to a
point where I didn’t want to be
doing that kind of work,” she

says. With some help from her
Women in Transitions class and
the Dislocated Workers pro-
gram she says she was able to
afford to go back to school and
is now in her second year at
Lane.
McEvoy says the group also “
. learned to read directions.
We found out we put the chips
in (on the network interface
cards) too early, so we had to
go back and take all the chips
out. We got pretty good at that.”

J.R. Dallas, computer sup-
port specialist for Head Start of
Lane County, supervised the
group on site and says he
thought Othey did “very well”
given their level of experience
and training.

Dallas acknowledges that
“The computer classes at LCC
that deal with hardware are very
broad, there are things you just
don’t learn until you start doing
it.

“If a chip gets damaged
(while the women are installing
it), 1 figure it could have hap-
pened to me, too,” he
explains. “It’s the only way for
them to learn. You've got to
take a little bit of a chance.”

Dallas, who received his
Computer User Support degree
from LCC in 1998, held a co-op
education position with
Eugene’s 4J school district
while he was a student.

He now takes on one or two
co-op education students every
term at the Head Start office.

For information about the
Women in Technology group
contact Donna LaRosa at 747-
4501, ext. 2722.

JUMPER continued from page 1

verdict, but assumed that she would handle the
situation better.”

Ing-Weise also says that the goal of LCC is to
provide a comfortable environment for students
and that she doesn’t want “this to be one more.
mountain” for this particular woman to climb.

woman was “turned over to the Sheriff’s office,”
and “one of the charges (given to the student)
was assault.” LCC charged her with criminal dis-

orderly conduct, says Mayer.

Ing-Weise, the hearing officer, says that she
“expected the student to be unhappy with the

BEIIS
492 E 13th 686-2458
For the week of Friday, Jan 18thl!
New Bijou Movie Guide Now Around Townl!

www.bijou-cinemas.com

TEA AT FOUR. DINNER AT EIGHT.
MURDER AT MIDNIGHT.

GOSFORD
PARK

Nightly 6:15 & 9:00pm
Saturday & Sunday Mat 3:30pm

Soon: WAKING LIFE -- VA SAVOIR
EBERT & ROEPER

“TWO
THUMBS

v 1

4:45, 7:10 and 9:35pm

Sat & Sun Mat 2:20pm (subtities

‘Let’s Roll’ is troubling

Neil Young offering
Young’s song is an artfully wrought
tribute to the beroes of Sept. 11,
yet his message is ambiguous.

Harold Rogge
for The Torch

“Let’s Roll” is the name of
Neil Young’'s new song about
Flight 93, the jet that crashed
in Pennsylvania on September
Eleventh when passengers
reportedly tried to regain con-
trol of the plane from hijack-
ers.

One passenger learned
about the three other hijacked
Jets that morning during a cell
phone call to his family on the
ground. He and other passen-
gers decided to prevent a
fourth crash and planned to
overtake the hijackers. His
last words, “Let’s roll,” have
become American legend.

The song begins with a
short, haunting bit of sound
montage, and then has a nice,
funky, semi-slow beat. It
seems the right choice of
melody for the subject matter.
The song also seems familiar,
as if it were musically similar
to some other song, perhaps
the old Aerosmith tune, “Last
Child.”

Since “Let’s Roll” seeks to
tell an important story, the
lyrics are more relevant. At
first, the words are clear and
biting,. in keeping with
Young's ability as a storyteller.
The first impression is that
this is not a gimmick that
takes advantage of the ubiqui-
tous tragedy, but rather, a
well-thought and heartfelt
commentary on current
events, something else that
Young does very well.

The lyrics describe the hor-
rible circumstance that con-
fronts the hostages with a
lousy choice. Though the
word “evil” has been used too
much recently, Young seems
unafraid to use it. The song
speaks to a certain necessity
when evil is approaching: that
we must turn around, face it,
and oppose it, sometimes at
dreat personal cost.

But then, the story changes
to events presumably after the

attacks. The lyrics propose
that if evil- tries to run and
hide, that we must root it out
and track Satan down, and
that we will not be denied.
This is about a very different
circumstance than aboard the
hostage jet. It is about the
choices we make concerning
how to respond after the ini-
tial attack.

The song accomplishes a
transformation without a
change in musical or lyrical
style. By telling a different
story, the song changes mid-
stream from an insightful
interpretation of tragedy into a
warmongering anthem.

On the other hand, might
the song be a subtle and com-
plex weaving of satire within a
straightforward and simple
tale? This is yet another
aspect of Young's song writing
abilities that he has shown in
many other songs. An exam-
ple of this barbed wit can be
found in “Rockin’ in the Free
World”, in which Young sang,
“Don’t feel like Satan / But I
am to them”.

Another expression of a
particularly savage sarcasm
was in a song called “This
One’s For You”, which was
both a pointed critique and a
lampoonish demonstration of
the excesses of commercial-
ism.

However, “Let’s .Roll”
seems mostly to be a song of
grieving yet lucid explication,
like the one many years ago
that began, “I've seen the nee-
dle and the damage done.”
Perhaps someone will ask Neil
Young what he is trying to say
today.

Perhaps if he joins the
MTV/USO tour of the
Afghanistan front lines and
enthusiastically sings the song
for some cheering troops on
the deck of an aircraft carrier
floating on the Tropic of
Cancer in the Arabian Sea,
perhaps then it will be clearer.
Or maybe not.

JSU continued from page 1

together and it was really a great experi-
ence,” says Crow. “They were very accept-
ing of all different people, from Orthodox
to people who are just learning. It was the
first fun Jewish experience I'd had,” she

says.

In the past, Crow has attended Bible camp
in South Carolina and describes the two
experiences as being “very, very different.”

Since the retreat in Olympia, Crow has
been participating in Shabbats, traditional
Friday evening services, at the UO Jewish
Student Union and is getting to know the

Jewish community in Eugene.

She says she “wants to get the word out
to people like me who technically are
8 Jewish but don’t know that much about it.”
Crow says both her mother and father

are supportive of her efforts.

“My mom thinks it's awesome. My dad
thinks it’s cool. He wants me to go to
church with him and for him it's about reli-

ty are interesting.”

gion, and that Jewish history and spirituali-

Crow sees the student organization play-
ing both a social and spiritual role in stu-
dents’ lives. “I really liked the religious
services that were a part of the (retreat).
They made me feel a part of a community.”
student advisor for
LCC’s Multi-Cultural Center, says several
students approached her about forming a
Jewish student group last fall, but Crow is
the first to follow through. Matthews helped
create and post flyers around campus
announcing the group’s formation. As far
as she knows there has never been a
Jewish-oriented group on campus before.

Crow is in the process of meeting ASLCC
requirements for authorized student clubs.
If she can document that at least ten stu-
dents are interested, the group may receive
$50 from the ASLCC to cover the costs of
its activities. Additional funds may be

Susan Matthews,

requested as needed or the group may hold

its own fundraising events.

time.

Matthews.

Other requirements include electing offi-
cers and establishing a regular meeting

People interested in finding out more
about the group or participating in some
way should contact Crow at profusepersit-
tage@hotmail.com, or stop into the Multi-
Cultural Center on the second floor of the
Student Services Building and talk to

Student organizations currently recog-
nized by the ASLCC include Psi Beta; Open
Source Computer Group; Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender Student Alliance;
and Lane Writers Club.

Student groups and services that are
funded by student fees include Student
Health Services; the Black Student Union;
the Child Care Co-Op; Denali; OSPIRG and
a variety of sports programs.
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Energy Management Program
aspires to cut campus energy costs

Students and instructor
began a conservation
campaign
over winter break.

Pat Sweeney
Staff Writer

During winter term, Roger Ebbage
Energy Management Technician Program
coordinator, and the students of the EMT
program will encourage college staff and
students to reduce energy usage on
campus. The conservation campaign will
consist of communicating to students
through ASLCC, making presentations to
division meetings, putting up signs in
classrooms and reporting progress to a
committee.

Ebbage is building an EMT committee
with representatives from administra-
tion, facuity, students, staff, employees,
facilities and housekeeping. He says he
is “trying to cover everyone who does
work or attends school” at LCC.

Jennifer Gainer, ASLCC president,
confirmed that “ASLCC will have a stu-
dent participate” on the committee,

although she has not yet identified who
the representative will be.

The campaign began during winter
break. Ebbage worked with the facilities
and heating, ventilating and air condi-
tioning managers to

“Lighting and computer monitors are
the simplest things we can do. It is a
matter of changing our culture. We have
done it successfully with recycling. We
can do it with lighting and monitors,”

; says Ebbage.

light only areas where
people were working.
Temperatures were
lowered in all buildings
from 72 to 64 degrees,
and wili be set at 68
degrees during winter
term. “It will save a
huge amount of ener-
ay.” says Ebbage.

One of the hardest
Jjobs for Ebbage is dis-
pelling myths that are
not based on fact, such
as the misconception
that turning off a light
will wear it out faster.
“The amount of money

campus

“If the people on

- all the copiers and
computers at
night, LCC could
save about
$60,000 per year
in energy costs, ”
Roger Ebbage

Coordinator of the LCC Energy
Management Technician program.

Ebbage and the EMT
students will monitor
results of the campaign
with technology pur-
chased through EWEB.
Using the Internet they
can access statistics on
energy usage for the
past month one day
after the end of the
month.

In 1994, Ebbage and
the students in the EM
program audited energy
usage for lighting and
HVAC systems. Then

turn off

saved through energy
conservation far outweighs the amount
spent due to lamp-life loss,” Ebbage
says. People can conserve by turning off
most electrical devices when not used
for more than 15 minutes.

Fire takes life of LCC'’s
former chief electrician

between 1994 and
1998, in conjunction
with EWEB and

Hatten/Johnson Associates, a local engi-
neering firm, they retrofitted campus
buildings with energy efficienct lighting.
As a result, Ebbage says, they “saved
about $80,000 annually in electric

usage, primarily for lighting.”

Mike Ruiz, superintendent of facili-
ties, says, “Students may find it a little
chilly in classrooms.” They may need to
“bear with the program” and dress
warmer in the lower temperatures.

To  save energy, people can lower
lights with dimmer switches. It is not
necessary to have full bore lighting in
classrooms, says Ruiz.

Many classrooms and offices have
sensors to turn lights off if no motion is
detected for five minutes. The sensors
were removed in some of the restrooms
because if an occupant was motionless
for five minutes, the lights went off.

“Energy is becoming more costly. It
may only cost five dollars per day for a
light ieft on,” says Ruiz. “Five doliars
times 50 restrooms adds up to quite a
bit of money.” In a year, turning off the
lights in the restrooms can save thou-
sands of dollars.

Existing energy conservation meas-
ures include timers on parking lot lights,
more accurate controls on water pumps
for heating, a geothermal heating system
in the new Child Care Center and com-
puter-controlied lighting in the new
Student Services Building.

have,

Birthdays are good for
you: The more you

V- ey €4
SPAGHETTI

& garlic bread

the longer you live.

LCC Daily on-line news letter

and heating,’ venti-

Energy Conservation

Darrell Allyn

Darrell Allyn died

lating and air condi-

Program in

1972

$3.25

at home in an early tioning technician and was responsible Need Extra Money

morning fire Dec. from 1969 to 1998. for retrofitting in to Pay off Bills OF....c.ceccce.?

10. Paul Colvin, Bond 1977 that led to B & J Commurications Every Tuesday’/
An employee of Project  manage- annual energy cost gnt?%'rn by g Pllzn PETE s

LCC for 29 years, ment, describes savings of over extra money rouna'

Allyn was involved
in the initial con-
struction of the
main campus and
was chief electrician

Allyn as an employ-
ee who was very
committed to Lane.
Allyn was one of the
originators of the

at identifying ways
we could conserve,”
says Colvin.

ule!

$500,000 per year. - Ihed xl'sung v

“He worked hard Call (541) 933-2574

2506 Willakenzie 341-0998
2673 Willamette 484-0996

Cancer claims math

LCC Daily on-line news letter

Joan Thomas, an LCC
Mathematics department facul-
ty since Sep. of 1996 died Dec.
14, 2001. Her battle with can-
cer ended on a Friday evening.
A recent e-mail from the
department said that she was a
“loved and respected member
of our Mathematic Division”
and “will be greatly missed.”

Thomas is survived by her
husband Stu and children

Jamie and Katie. There was a

department faculty member

funeral mass followed by a
reception honoring Thomas's
life heid at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church on Thursday, Dec. 20,
2001.

Stuart Thomas plans to set
up a scholarship fund in her
memory to which people can
make contributions instead of
sending flowers or money. For
more information about the
fund, contact Jane Ariane
Nelson, 747-4501, ext. 2393.

Joan Thomas

Help Wanted

Are you consistent and pro-
fessional? Need experience?
Please know marketing and
media (local). Benefits, no pay.
Gen-X Media. 341-9534.

Events
Join the International
Student program on a ski/snow-
board trip to Willamette Pass on

Opportunities
Earn college credit. Includes
room and board and cultural
experience in Asian countries
through International Co-op’
Education. Son Le @ 747-4501

EARN MONEY!

AVENTIS-Biocenter-Eugene
1901 W. 8th Ave., Eugene
1 block east of 8th and Garfield

SAVE LIVES!

683-9430

CASH!

"Surgical Steel

: January 26th. Sign-up deadline ext. 2516. “Titanium »
Typing is January 18th. Bldg. 1, Room 14k Gold
Flying Fingers Typing. Fast 201B. For Rent Precious Gems
turnover, professional work, Go Bowling with the Large room for rent in A 3 Pi
good rates. 687-1262. International Student program Eugene house. Close to bus Glass Custom Pieces
this Sunday, 2:00-4:00. Sign- line and I-5. $300/month +

up by 1/18, Bldg. 1. Room

$150 Refundable deposit + 1/3

675 Lincoln St Eugene

1425 Monroe Corvals

Messages 201B. utilities.  Call Sarah @ 484-
Sweet Pea is s000 dreamy. 0804. 342-6535 738-"“
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Suburban family strife: Hanks’ performance
carries Paramount’s ‘Orange County’

Colin
Hanks is
aspiring

writer

Shaun
Brumder in
Paramount
Pictures’
“Orange
County.”

PHOTO BY GEMMA
LAMANA
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Believe people
who say they are abused.
Tell them it's common —
they’re not alone,
it’s not their fault, there’s help,
they deserve a good life.
Learn about domestic violence —
battering is taking,
not losing, control.
Take action — call for help,
donate your time & money.
Call Womenspace for an action kit!

1-800-281-2800

Grant/Cooperative reemem
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' Located :

Mart

‘// | Hot Dogs . 2 for $ 99
Ir
SUBWAY™,

I-5 and 30th Avenue

ATM & MONEY ORDERS available

BUILD
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US News

lists Marylhurst University in its Best Universities Category,
#1 in classes under 20 students and #1 in student/fccuity
ratio in the 15-state Western Region.

Course scheduling options are designed for working adults. To
meet with an advisor, email studentinfo@marylhurst.edu
or call 800.634.9982 x 6268.

URST Un,,
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YOUR CAREER

SOCIAL JUSTICE

ART THERAPY

CULTURAL & HISTORICAL STUDIES
GERONTOLOGY

HUMAN STUDIES

MUSIC THERAPY

PUBLIC RELATIONS
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
RELIGIOUS STUDIES & PHILOSOPHY
WRITING

& World Report 2002

MARYLHURST UNIVERSITY

Accredited by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges

17600 PACIFIC HIGHWAY (HWY. 43)
MARYLHURST, OREGON - JUST 10 MINUTES SOUTH OF PORTLAND

Serving students since 1893

www.marylhurst.edu

A supporting cast of veteran
comics aid Colin Hanks
through bis first starring role.

Nick Davis
A&GE Editor

“Orange County” is Paramount Pictures’ first
entry into the growing genre of teen comedy this
year.

The film is directed by Jake Kasdan, the man
responsible for shows like “Undeclared,” “Grosse
Pointe” and the critically acclaimed but tragically
short lived “Freaks and Geeks.” Each of these
shows featured misfit students engaging in
comedic struggles in their high school or college
environments.

Screenwriter Mike White (“Dead Man On
Campus,” “Dawson’s Creek”) lends his talent for
the project as well. Incidentally, White and
Kasdan collaborated previously for episodes of
“Freaks and Geeks.”

Colin Hanks ("Get Over It,” “Whatever It
Takes”) is Shaun Brumder, a surfer turned writer,
who believes that his family and friends are sab-
otaging his future. He applies to Stanford think-
ing that escape from his life in Orange County is
the only solution. When he is rejected, he tries
anything to get in.

Hanks, in his first
starring role, shines in
this movie. There are
many scenes where
you know he was
groomed for stardom;
in particular, scenes
where he interacts with
his mother (Catherine
O’hara), an outwardly
selfish, lunatic, drunk.
The scenes between
the two of them are my
favorite. When his
mother gets drunk and
embarrasses him in
front of some people
from Stanford, Hanks’
reaction is the funniest
thing | have seen from
a young actor in a long
time. With time, he will
be better than his old
man, Tom Hanks.

Schuyler

Fisk

(1995’s “Baby Sitters Club”), is Brumder’s girl-
friend Ashley. This character is a never ending,
positive, supportive ray-of-sunshine who sup-
ports Brumder through every zany situation in
the film. Even though his dream of going to
Stanford means doom for their relationship, she
still does everything she can to help him.

Fisk, daughter of Sissy Spacek, probably deliv-
ered a wonderful performance. I wouldn't be
able to tell you though, for I was too busy staring
at her. Through the whole film she manages to
wear this slinky purple, flowery skirt with match-
ing thong (flip flops, heheh). Lately I haven't
liked purple as much as I used to, but thanks to
Fisk, it is fast climbing the charts to becoming
being my favorite color.

Along with the aforementioned, look for
appearances from veteran comics and actors like
Chevy Chase, Harold Ramis, Lily Tomlin, Kevin
Kline, Ben Stiller and a performance by Jack
Black (“Shallow Hal”) as Brumder’s brother Lance
which is strongly reminiscent of the late Chris
Farley.

I enjoyed “Orange County” more than I
thought. It’s hardly oscar worthy. However, any
fan of teen comedies should find this one enjoy-
able. Forced to give it a grade, I'd give it a B.
“Orange County” is now playing at Cinemark 17
and Regal Cinemas. For a mindless night out with
your buddies, check it out.

PHOTO BY GEMMA LAMANA

Colin Hanks, Schuyler Fisk, and Harold Ramis as Don Durkett
in Paramount’s “Orange County.”

Plcturmg success

» Valerie Llnk
Am:thM: Edztor

- dents read.

1998 as a photographer. From there, he moved on

to become the assistant photo editor, and then th

photo editor of The Torch for 2000-2001. ‘
This last fall, Laiche started work as the editor

 the LCC campus and Lane County.

architectural angles, people and nature. "l love
how nature makes its own designs,” says Laiche.
Laiche has had his work published in past
- issues of Denali, and he was also the photographer
for the Eva water bottle ads which were displayed
on the sides of LTD buses.
Laiche’s inspiration comes from hls friends,

look for shots. I don't like to compose a picture in
‘my head. 1 like to go out and develop ldeas i
shots.”

. As far as Lalches future goes, he plans on

‘would like to get his degree in education.

Drew Laxche is not your average college stu—' '
dent. Here on campus he has begun to have an
impact on several of the publications that the stu». .

Laiche Jomed The Torch staff the summer of “
of Denali, the literary arts magazine distributed on

As a photographer, Laiche enjoys shooting "
_and from nature. "1 like to go somewhere and just

transferring to the UO winter 2002, where he"'

| would love to teach art at the elementary or'

ArtSyFeople:

Drew Laiche
: rhiddle school level, That would be ideal.”
To see. Laiche s latest work, you can pick up a

_copy of term’ avallable on

Denah,
campus. .
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Lady Titans lose a game and
gain an injured player

Collision with

opponent pops
Titan Heid:
Gilbert’s knee

Laura Martyn
Sports Editor

The Clackamas Community
College Cougars smothered the
LCC Titan women 88-62 on
Jan. 12, leaving Lane in sixth
place in the Southern Division
of the Northwest Athletic
Association of Community
Colleges.

The Titans are now 0-2 in
league play.

“I don’t know why we’re play-

ing so poorly,” LeAnn Genovese

said, “It's just really sad.”

Lane has the third highest
offensive average in the
NWAACC, and the Cougars are
fourth.

“Clackamas is a good team,”
Coach Greg Sheley said “We
could have been better, and
executed better, but we played
hard and we’ll do better.”

Worse than suffering through
their most lopsided loss of the
season, was an injury sustained
to guard Heidi Gilbert, in a col-
lision with a Clackamas player.
Gilbert’s feet were planted at
the moment of impact, and she
said she heard a popping noise
in her left knee.

It must have been a frighten-
ingly familiar scene to Coach
Sheley, Jenny Pippa and Sandra

Lane comes close to important

PHOTO BY COLLIN ANDREW

Jenny Pippa dishes the ball to Heida Gilbert (22) in a spectacular play for the Titans in their 88-62 loss to
Clackamass CC. Gilbert, who went down in the second half due to a knee injury, is still subject to play.

Isabel, all veterans from last
year’s team. The Titans lost two
players in the 2001 season to
knee injuries, Sarah Te’o and
Jenny Pippa.

If Gilbert’'s ACL is torn, her
playing season is over, and she
will have to undergo physical
therapy. The Anterior Cruciate
Ligament is one of two tiny liga-

PHOTO BY COLLIN ANDREW

A pull-up jumper lands Dave Brautigam two of his 14 points.
Brautigam also finished with eight rebounds
in the Titans loss to Clackmas CC.

ments that connects the ball of
the femur to the head of the
tibia, unlike other ligaments
that climb the side of the
bones.

Sheley made a prediction
that as the preseason got
underway, Gilbert would not
have many high scoring games,
but she would consistantly put

win, but lapses

Laura Martyn
Sports Editor

After a rough preseason
start, the Titan men needed a
decisive victory to gain some
kind of momentum. Instead,
they had another disappointing
loss.

Lane led the Clackamas
Cougars for all but five minutes
at the end of the second half,
and that lapse in concentration
cost them the cliff-hanger, 62-
61.

The Cougars came on strong
in the second half, but thanks
to the defensive stylings of
LCC’s Casey Yamahita, the
game’s conclusion remained
uncertain until the infamous
last five minutes.

The a ...e results place the
Cougars second in the
Southern Division, and Lane at
fourth.

Chris Olson jump-started
Lane’s offense by scoring an
easy two-pointer, but struggled
for the rest of the game, scor-
ing 11 points. Caleb Upchurch
landed 14, Dave Brautigam
scored 14 points with 8
rebounds, and Keith Baker had
9 points with 7 rebounds.

After the game, many of the
players were disappointed with
the resu'ts of their labor, as
well as some of the referees
Jjudgments.

Olson said, “We had a good
game, (but it was) a tough call
game. We knew it was going to

up solid numbers and play as
hard as she could, every time.
Sheley also said Gilbert brought
experience and maturity to the

team, which is mostly com-

prised of freshmen.

Gilbert was scheduled for a
medical . evaluation Jan. 15. If
she is deemed unfit to play it
will be a big blow for the team.

in the last half

be a battle ... it’s just tough.”

Coach Boutin had a slightly
different view, saying that the
team couldn’t blame the loss
on the officials, they were just
unable to lock down the win.

And Brautigam took the
diplomatic route, saying “We
played competitively, and with
heart. The refs could have been
better, but I really think that we
turned a corner as a team
today.”

Sponts Calender

Men’s
Basketball

Jan. 19
Mt. Hood Community
College vs. Lane
Location: Lane
Time: 4 p.m.Jan. 23

_ ]an. 23

Lane vs. LInn-Benton
 Community College

. locauon. Albany

_i_i_jan. 26 L
. Chemekata Community
_ College vs. Lane

ol s So’uthwest 3
.:.'Oregon o .
 Community College
E Location: Coos Bay

'l'lme. 5 .’50 p m.

UNIVERSITY

=

TERM

LEASES
AVAILABLE

—

I

Featuring:

» On bus route

= Covered bike racks

* Private bedrooms

« Individual leases

« Computer lab

« Alarm systems

« Reserved parking

¢ Filmess center

¢ Rec room

* Heated swimming pool

« Washer/dryer in each apartment
o Fully furnished

« Roommate matching service

APARTMENTS

90 Commons Drive

CALL NOW

338-4000
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Theory: LTD buses are as on
schedule as a New Year’'s Eve
countdown.

Just as I began to rely on this
theory, an episode at Amazon
Station blew a hole in it
Impatiently I waited for the bus
scheduled to arrive at 11:45
a.m. It limped by 25 minutes
late displaying an “Out of
Service” sign. The next bus
arrived five minutes late, so |
was 20 minutes late for a class
which terminated 20 minutes
early. As a result, I spent two
hours getting to and from a
class that I attended for 20
minutes. | appended two excep-
tions to the theory: sometimes
buses break down, and adher-
ence to the schedule varies
with the driver.

At first glance, it appears
that driving my car is faster than
riding the bus. Although, when |
consider the time it takes to
fuel and service the vehicle and
earn money for gas, repairs,

Guest Rider

insurance and car payments,
perhaps | consume less time
and dollars by taking advantage
of LTD. Besides, last term I

P Summay
Suf Wiir

used the bus time to read the
assignments for my class.
Proponents claim mass tran-
sit decreases pollution.
Preserving the environment
often means relinquishing a
warp-speed, high tech life. After
convincing myself to slow

down, I enjoy the opportunities
to search for animal shapes in
the clouds and watch the geese
migrate while the driver negoti-
ates traffic.

Another plus for the bus is a
free education in sociology
from studying the colorful array
of riders.

One rainy day, another
woman and [ waited under
umbrellas next to a shelter
which two men occupied. When
I boarded the bus, a man in the
seat across from me com-
plained, .“It was nice of those
bums to let you ladies use the
shelter.” It had not occurred to
me that the men in the shelter
were simply staying dry, not
waiting for a bus. Sociology les-
son number one: some people
use the shelters for umbrellas.

I watched a gray-haired man
cordially greet the bus driver by
name as he boarded. As he
limped to his seat, I thought,
“Even after 1 enter my twilight

years and become physically
impaired, 1 can bring joy to
someone’s day.”

My sociology research
includes studying the most
common activities of seated
occupants. Some nervous rid-
ers could sew a new wardrobe
with the rapid sewing machine
motions of their feet. As 1
watched the other riders, |
noticed my foot was also mov-
ing. Reading and people-watch-
ing are other common activi-
ties. The preferred reading
material on the LCC route
appears to be textbooks.

Distortions in the windows
catch my attention. A car pro-
pels across the surface of the
lake. The bus driver and steer-
ing wheel are suspended above
the intensely green grass.
Vehicles speed around a curve
into my lap. Yellow striped lines
flash across the ceiling.
Windows reflect windows. A
bus drives up concrete stairs
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and over a footbridge.
Engrossed in the illusions, 1

almost missed my stop.

New theory: among the ben-
efits of LTD transportation are
time to read, an excuse to slow
down, economic savings and a
free education in sociology.
Also being on time to catch the
bus makes me on time for class
— most of the time.

Torch reporter Pat Sweeney
is a guest rider in this week’s
episode of Bus Adventures.
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in the fall of 2000 along with the
first economic “re-opener.”
Contract re-openers are agreed to
by the college and the union every
two years and allow the parties to
re-negotiate specific economic
issues.

In November of 2000 the union
filed a “bad faith bargaining” com-
plaint with the State of Oregon
Employment Relations Board after
the college withdrew from a tenta-
tive agreement to pay faculty
“steps.”

The ERB dismissed the com-
plaint in October of 2001, saying
that the college had not violated
any Oregon labor laws, says QGary
Neal, the Community College
Consultant for the Oregon
Education Association.

The union perspective

Although all parties agree that
the country’s current economic
slow-down has brought the union
and college positions on faculty
“steps” (yearly, incremental pay
increases), closer together, little
progress has been made on the
remaining economic issues that are
part of the current re-opener.

Gilbert says “(the college) bar-
gaining team has never claimed that
(it) cannot afford what (the union)
has asked for.” He characterizes the
college’s tactics as “hard bargain-
ing.”

Gilbert sees such tactics as part
of a Board of Education effort to
“undermine the economic aspects
of the contract and (put) faculty in
(their) place.”

Acknowledging that the current
contract establishes an active facul-
ty role in college decision making,
Gilbert says, “We know some key
board members are uncomfortable
with the faculty leadership and the
role of the union.”

Gilbert declined to identify any
board members by name.

The board’s point-of-view

Board Chairman Robert
Ackerman, says he prefers to char-
acterize the board’s bargaining
efforts as “accurate.”

“We haven’t accepted (the
union’s) numbers — we challenge
them to figure out if theyre accu-
rate .... I don‘t think the union is
used to bargaining that way.
Previous (administration) bargaining
teams were more accepting of
union figures.”

As far as Gilbert’s suggestion that
the board is uncomfortable with the
role faculty play in college decision
making, Ackerman says, “lI don‘t
see that as a threat.

“In shared governance policy, if
anyone feels left out of the decision
making they can appeal to the
board, and that’s never happened.”

Communication problems?

Ackerman says that part of the
reason negotiations have gone on
so long is “the college’s inability to
convey our offer directly to the rank
and file so they understand it.”

Instead, “We have to go through
the (faculty) bargaining team,” he
explains, “And I'm not always sure
that our proposals get to the faculty
accurately.”

Gilbert counters Ackerman'’s
accusation by pointing to an e-mail
sent to all faculty by President
Spilde on Dec. 10, in which she out-
lined the college’s proposal. “How

can we be hiding something that

Mary has given everybody?”

In addition, Gilbert says, the
union distributed a document com-
paring the two sides’ positions the
week before classes started fall
term.

Gilbert says Ackerman’s doubts
about the union’s bargaining team
are a “red herring.”

“What the board should be con-
cerned about is the real damage
that their bargaining position is
doing to the college,

“The resources of a college are

“not just financial,” he points out,

“They include the reputation and
culture (of the institution), and (the
board) is squandering and hurting
those resources.

“(The board) should listen to the

faculty.”

Another perspective

Although the collective bargain-
ing process constrains her from
actively participating in the negotia-
tions, President Spilde recently
began attending bargaining ses-
sions.

“My main goal in getting involved
is to set the tone in having a civil
bargaining process.”

And it seems to be working.
Speaking at the Jan. 9, Board of
Education meeting, LCCEA
President Margaret Bayless said,
“Mary’s presence at bargaining has
made a real difference in tone and
respect.”

Spilde describes the bargaining
that resulted in the current contract
as “undisciplined.”

“Lots of things were discussed

‘that weren’t written down or signed-

off on, which I think led to some
misunderstandings.

“l think the previous president
and the individuals at that time
wanted to make sure things were a
little tighter,” she explains. “That
may have led in part to the feeling
that things are more adversarial.”

But for Spilde, the focus remains
the economic issues that are on the
table.

“We’re about $469,000 apart,”
she says.

That number represents a com-
bination of cost-of-living adjust-
ments, a half-step increase at the
top of the pay range and increases
in insurance costs, she explains.

“It's a real step forward that
we're figuring out how far we're
apart with the money.”

Although Spilde has had her own
frustrations with the lack of direct
communication during the collec-
tive bargaining process, she stops
short of placing blame. “I don't feel
it's helpful to take shots at each
other,” she says. “After we’re
through with all this we all have to
work together.”

What the future holds

The next bargaining session is
scheduled for Jan. 28, when both
parties hope to agree on the data on
which they will base their positions.
After that they are likely to call on
the state’s labor mediation service.

“Although in the last couple of
sessions we’ve had some good dis-
cussion, we haven’t really moved
closer together,” concedes Spilde.
“I think we might need some help to
do that and mediation would be the
next step.” -

Spilde notes that the state’s
mediation service settles 99 per-
cent of its cases.

Gilbert acknowledges, “There’s a
high level of possibility that media-
tion 'will resolve the issues, and
we’ve done good preparation for
the mediation.”

If the parties don’t come to a
mediated agreement, Spilde
explains, the state’s labor laws
require a “cooling off” period. “Then
we each publish our last best offers.
If nobody wants to move, then the
college can implement its offer.”
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and importance of community colleges in work-
force development and told Carreon he was a ‘big
supporter of community colleges,”” according to
the PCC report.

LCC comments

The LCC Training and Development
Department also operates a federally funded
career center, the Workforce Network, which is
similar to the PCC One Stop Center. It assists all
adults, including dislocated workers, with skills
development, job searches and resume writing,
and also helps employers with hiring.

Ellen Lacey, the department’s interim director,
says “any day now” she is expecting a federal
grant through the Lane Workforce Partnership that
will provide services specifically for the unem-
ployed from 14 local companies, including Hynix,
PSC Scanning Inc., Country Coach Inc. and
Chiquita Processed Foods.

There are currently 789 people enrolled in
Lane’s Workforce Network program. Depending
on the economy, enroliment during the past five
years has varied from 600 to 1100 people, says
Lacey.

The LCC center contracts from the federally
funded Lane Workforce Partnership, an alliance of
workforce organizations that includes Oregon
Department of Human Services, Oregon
Employment Department, and the Vocational
Rehabilitation Division.

Pell GQrant increase

Bush’s visit to a community college, and the
“No Child Left Behind Act” are relevant for LCC,
says Jeff Osanka, LCC cooperative education and
computer instructor, who attended Bush’s speech
in Portland. “The President saw first hand the
effectiveness of Oregon community colleges.”

The NCLB Act, which Bush signed later in the
week, “increases Pell Grant funding to an estimat-
ed $102.4 million - $6.8 million more than last
year and a 24.5 percent increase over 2000,”
according to a White House Web site. The grants
will help students from disadvantaged back-
grounds pay for education in Oregon colleges,
including community colleges.




