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Titans lead All-Stars

Alex Braga
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Two Lane sophomores

proved why they were the cream
of the NWAACC women’s bas-
ketball crop.

Kammy Martindale scored
16 points and Shelby Ste-
phens chipped in 14 to lead the
NWAACC Southern Division
to a 94-91 overtime victory over
the Eastern Division in one of
the two NWAACC sophomore
women’s All-Star games played
on Sunday.

Martindale 6-of-15
shooting from the field to lead
all scorers.

The sophomore from Suis-
law’s four three-pointers on eight
attempts also led all players. She
was a first-team NWAACC tour-
nament selection in the Titans’
repeat championship victory
this season, and was named a

went

Second Team Southern Region
All-Star averaging 16.4 points-
per-game during the regular
season.

Stephens, who attended Wil-
lamette High School before
coming to Lane with her twin
sister Stephanie, went 6-of-12
from the field and finished with
four rebounds.

Stephens was a First Team
Southern Region All-Star se-
lection and the Titans leading
scorer during the regular season
with 17 per game.

She was second on the team
and fourth in the division in re-
bounding averaging nearly 10
per contest.

Her three steals per game
was fifth best in the division and
her 15 points in the final nine
minutes of the Titans champi-
onship game against Bellevue
sealed the victory.

The sound of art
One of James “Ras Terms” Mon-
gé’s untitled pieces (left) was featured
in the winter edition of the Denali.
LCC’s literary arts journal publishes
every term except summer and ac-
cepts original submissions from resi-

dents of Lane County.

Puerto Rican, Colombian, African-
American, Rastafarian, Ethiopian and
Aruban cultures influence Mongé’s
‘art. He describes his work as giving art
words and sound. Mongé’s artwork is
_ in color in the Denali available now in
stands near the
- Center Building
# and the Denali

~ office in Building
18, Room 213.

submis-
 deadline
for the Denali
~ spring issue is

The

sion

Gardenmg gets LCC students class credit

Club supports
sustainability
through student
volunteer efforts

Shelby King
News Epmor

There 1s a unique, fun new way
for LCC students to earn class
credit: the Learning Garden.

The Learning Garden start-
ed last year with funding from
ASLCC and was granted club
status during Fall term. Its desig-
nation as a campus club made it
possible for the students involved
to work while earning credits to-
ward their degree.

Located behind the child-care
buildings on the southeast corner
of the main campus, the Learn-
ing Garden has been gaining pop-
ularity, with both instructors and
students, as a way for students to
fulfill the service learning aspect
of certain classes without leaving
campus.

Brendan Lynch, a student in
the energy management pro-
gram at LCC and student coor-
dinator for the Learning Garden,

has been working hard since Fall
term to drum up interest in the
project. Lynch says that he has in-
terest from a number of instruc-
tors from a variety of programs,
such as biology, botany, landscape
management and culinary arts.
Volunteering time in the Learn-
ing Garden is going to be an in-
tegral part of the Introduction
to Sustainability class, taught by
Tammie Stark.

Jennifer Von Ammon, a writ-
ing instructor at LCC, has allowed
her writing students to fulfill their
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Members of the LCC learning Garden Club prepare plant-
ing beds.

service learning credits by work-
ing in the Learning Garden and
writing about their experience.
“Simply by walking outside
the door of their classroom and
spending time at the garden, stu-
dents learn about sustainability,
organic gardening, composting
and hunger relief,” Von Ammon
said. “This Winter term, I linked
my problem/solution essay as-
signment in WR 121 to the Learn-
ing Garden. I found that students
connected with the project had
invested themselves in a way that
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they sometimes don’t with text-
book assignments.”

The students working in the
garden will get to directly help the

‘Lane community reach one of its

goals: éustainability

The college faculty and admin-
istrators have been actively trying
tomake LCC a “greener” campus,
reducing electricity-consumption,
employing environmentally sound
construction practices and trying
to find solutions that will reduce
the campus’ “carbon fingerprint.”
With the addition of the Learning
Garden, students can be a part of
the solution.

Lynch posted fliers about the
garden during Fall term in an at-
tempt to spark interest. After not
getting many responses, he de-
cided to approach the classes he
thought would be interested and
presented the opportunity direct-
ly to the students and instructors.
The opportunity for students to
receive classroom credit dramati-
cally increased the amount of in-
terest, and the garden started to
see some real progress.

“With making the presenta-
tions to the classes and starting
the club, we’ve gotten quite a

bit of interest in it,” Lynch said.

“It s inspiring to me that so many
students are now involved. This
growing your own food is one of
the most sustainable decisions that
you can make because you start
having a hand in eating closer to
home. Being more aware of how
your food is produced and what it
takes to get from seed to table.”

Lynch, who has been garden-
ing his whole life, is certified in
permaculture design and is a mas-
ter gardener. He has been a buyer
for an organic food cooperative
in Portland and brings years of
experience to the Learning Gar-
den. He first got the idea for the
Learning Garden at LCC during
a conference in Portland that fo-
cused on the idea of sustainabil-
ity. After doing a little research on
campus, he found that a plot of
land had already been designated
for a possible garden and other
students had already procured
tools for the project. All that was
needed was some organization
and a lot of volunteers.

The LCC Learning Garden
Club, thanks to Lynch’s hard
work, now has a mission state-
ment, a plan to make the garden
“an integral part of the sustain-

SEE GARDEN °* PAGE 4

* The Torch has been awarded first placé in the Oregon News-
paper Publishers Association’s General Excellence category for
community college weeklies for 2004 and 2005. Second place 2006.



Toast and Roast is written by the
members of The Torch editorial board.
1t’s a compilation of things that are com-
mendable (toasts) and things that are con-
demnable.

Toast: Oregon Ducks
men’s basketball team for winning
the Pac-10 tournament.

Roast: To Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
Peter Pace for calling homosexuals
“immoral.” Let’s see, illegal inva-
sion of another country, and the
use of chemical weapons against
civilians at Fallujah. General Pace
evidently wouldn’t know immoral
if it bit him on the backside of his
starched britches.

Toast: To Shelby Ste-
phens and Kammy Martindale
for leading the NWAACC South
All Stars Division to victory over
the East Division on March 11.

Roast: To banana giant
Chiquita for paying a Columbian
terrorist group protection money.
Another example of big corpora-
tions outsourcing American jobs.
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For the past couple of weeks,
words have spouted out of my
mouth much like dribble from a
baby.

When I think of my brain late-
ly, I am often reminded of eggs in
a frying pan and
how  closely
they resemble
the effects of
crack. Luckily,
I don’t need
narcotics  to
screw me up; I just need to stop
sleeping. If I look at simple black
and white pictures of dogs and
cats, they quickly transform into
complex quadratic fractions and
the underlying issues surrounding
World War 1.

Despite my methamphet-
amine eyesight, language is prov-
ing a task too difficult, though I
am becoming fluent in gibberish.

Much of what I try to focus on
or say eventually turns into indis-
cernible babble. It’s as if the ap-
proaching finals week scared all
of my cognitive processes away.

I’'m certain if I move my head
from side to side, the distinct
sound of brain matter can be
heard sloshing around inside my
temple.

It should figure that, when I

Columnist
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~ Déidre Moxley

need my brain the most, it catch-
es the quickest bus to D’oh Town.
Now would be a great time for
me to grow a brain stem that’s
attached to a pillow. Alas, I can’t
catch that break.

Friday after-
noon I sat down
to install some
memory in my
computer. Usu-
ally T ghost my
system once a
week but, of course, last week I
skipped the tradition.

I was working arduously on this
godforsaken history paper when
my computer, Lucy, interrupted
me with, “It’s recommended that
you close all programs before you
start your system back-up.” Well,
screw Lucy; she doesn’t under-
stand my time constraints. So, I
skipped ghost day.

Obviously, Lucy became angry
with me. She decided that it would
be best for us to go our separate
ways and then she broke.my hard
drive (read: heart). Well, more ac-
curately, I broke it, but we’re go-
ing through a nasty separation
and I can’t admit that it was my
fault. I should have known better
than to neglect a megalomaniac
like Lucy.

SEEON D IMENSION

From the moment I built her, I
knew there was something wrong
with her wiring. Despite all that,
my only full-system-back-up was
from two weeks prior. So, that
damn history paper was, well, his-
tory. That’s what I get for having
an affair with the word processor.

Consequently, I spent all of
Friday night restoring my system.
I made the last minute run to Best
Buy and bought this overpriced,
gargantuan hard drive that has
more RPMs than my car.

Luckily, I got custody of the
word processor and the two of
us spent 10 romantic hours on
Saturday rewriting that paper,
which wouldn’t have been so bad
if T hadn’t gone to sleep around 4
a.m. the night before. Thank God
for Sobe and Jimi Hendrix.

Unfortunately, lack of sleep,
bursts of caffeine and catchy lyr-
ics don’t make up very convincing
papers. I'm sure my professor will
appreciate reading how Wood-
row Wilson and his “Foxy Lady”
walked ‘All Along the Watch-

tower” in the “Purple Haze,” but

there you have it.

My new system and I are get-
ting along fine. I've decided to call
it MacGyver in hopes that I'm
clairvoyant and any future issues

can be easily handled by using a
paperclip and a turkey baster. I
hear Lucy is seeing a very nice
CD-ROM.

Sadly, this weekend’s erratic
pattern is nothing new. I've no-
ticed a trend since I started at-
tending college: 1 rarely sleep
anymore. I don’t have time.

If it’s not for that last minute
essay on cumquats, forgotten as-
signments about the North Amer-
ican breeding habits of gnats or
the state of fertilized politics I'd
have all the time in the world to
devote to reading Backwater Joe’s
take on over-sugared humming
birds for my worthless 101 class.

Yet, when I do finally stare at
the inside of my eyelids, someone
always decides that it’s been too
long since we talked.

Sunday — the one day I really
needed to sleep until the crack of
noon ~ my mother calls at 6 a.m.
Sure, it’s 9 a.m. in New Jersey, but
math isn’t beyond her so much
that she can’t subtract by three.

“I know youre so busy with
school lately, but I just wanted to
call and let you know that I was
thinking of you.” Oh, my mom’s
just so nice. I think Tl tell her
when I call her at midnight ... my
time.

COMMENTS: PAIZONO@GMAIL.COM
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Program grows, expands since
inception of idea in 2001, includes
AmeriCorps VISTA connection

Megan Workman
TORCH REPORTER

Activities provided by LCC’s
Service Learning Program and
courses allow students to experi-
ence physical assignments in their
work-study.

Students can choose from
eight to 10 courses per term in a
broad array of subjects. Every-
thing from science, to writing, to
human service has become part
of the curriculum.

Students have been able to
take part in native plant research
in Eugene’s wetlands and conduct
personal interviews by using the
Service Learning courses among
the many opportunities.

Service Learning incorporates
community service into course
curricula and gives students a
unique opportunity for hands-

on experiences. Students-can see -

how the application of skills and
knowledge they learn in the class-
room can affect the community.
In Poetry in the City, WR 245,
the form and style of poetry are
studied by writing, reading and
team-teaching poetry at youth de-
tention centers and senior retire-
ment homes.

History of the United States
- Twentieth Century, HST 203,
takes learning out of the book and
brings it to life through interviews
with senior citizens at local elder-
ly care facilities. Students become
historians and analyze how the
individual affirms or contradicts
the textbook.

Classes with a service-learning
component often give students
unique insights into their commu-
nity, studies and themselves.

A pilot project of the Strate-

gic Learning Initiative, a single
Service Learning class, started in
2001. i

“Spring is a big term for the
Service Learning program,” ser-
vice learning coordinator, Jenni-
fer von Ammon, said.

There are classes such as
technical writing, which is of-
fered without the service-learn-
ing component throughout the
year, but in Spring term there is
one section of the class, which in-
cludes the requirement.

This year, LCC is utilizing
the services of Penny Parks, an
AmeriCorps/VISTA (Volunteers
in Service to America) member
to aid in increasing the service
learning projects in the classroom
and the community.

AmeriCorps/VISTA is a
full-time, volunteer program for
people to assist communities in
the creation and expansion of
programs to address poverty. Ac-
cording to Parks, her position “...
is part of a three-year Ameri-
Corps/VISTA grant that is de-
signed to expand current Service
Learning projects, build capacity
and sustainability, as well as gen-
erally increase civic engagement
on campus.”

Since the beginning of Janu-
ary, Parks has been attending
many of the campus events spon-
sored by student groups, intro-
ducing herself to student leaders
and interviewing instructors who

offer classes with a service-learn-

ing element.

Parks plans to create a data-
base of classes and non-profit
partners. Faculty who are consid-
ering offering a Service Learning
component will be able to search

PHoTO BY MICHAEL BRINKERHOFF

Vista Coordinator Penny Parks has been building a searchable database for local

community needs.

the database by keyword for non-
profit partners whose needs cor-
respond to class curricula.

Parks is one of 10 Ameri-
Corps/VISTA members serving
at various campuses around Or-
egon. Their positions are spon-
sored by the Oregon Campus
Compact, a statewide network of
college and university presidents
committed to the civic mission

of higher education. Her service
commitment is for one year with
an option of applying for a sec-
ond year. Parks said she was at-
tracted to AmeriCorps/VISTA
because its focus is about fighting
poverty. “There are literally hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, of
AmeriCorps/VISTA slots all over
the country with numerous

non-profit organizations and edu-

cational facilities.” Service with
AmeriCorps/VISTA also has the
benefits of health insurance, for-
bearance of student loans and a
cash stipend or payment toward
educational loans.

Visit the website at. www.lan-
ecc.edu/sl/ for more information
about service learning classes. Or,
contact Penny Parks at arkspa@
lanecc.edu or at 463-5423

It’s easier to earn your degree when
the school comes to your home.

be. do. have. more.

Ranked #1 for the 6th consecutive year among
Comprehensive Colleges - Bachelor’s category in
the western region by U.S. News & World Report.
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Disability Servu:es makes LCC accessuble to everyone
Department provides note takers

alternative textbooks and’
Iearnmg a:ds for students

Willa Bauman
STAFF REPORTER '.

The LCC office of stab:hty'
Services provides services to ap-
_proximately 700 LCC students = HVa
per year. Lynn. Lodge, an alter- @ ili
nate format spemahst said Dzs-_ o

ability Services
are geared fo-
wards helping
be successful in

their academic : e :

e in and talk printdis
“The over- US, @S there are abﬂ];ues .

all focws of the  wqys they €an b O Ly

department is

to  encourage accomOdate - Lodgpe
and spport themselves,”  red tet
students and o D1sab‘11_--' :
to provide in- eNancy Hart ' : ity Services
forniation wnd director of disibiilities servuces _strives to
resources that provide an
will help facili- “open door”

tate their success,” Lodge said. ’

Some of the ways Disability
Services does this is by provid-
ing a variety of accommodations
including note-takers, testing ac-
commodations, alternate format
for textbooks as well as furniture
accommodations for students
with physical disabilities.

“I see LCC as being on the

_ students t_o:

'other

cutting cdge of a,cmmmoda-
tions,” Lodge said. “And, I feel
like we have some of the best :
-. technology avaxlablc
cy , director of Dis-
LCC, said
‘in_electronic

to students seekmg information -

and access to these resources.
“The first thing is for a stu-
dent to schedule and attend a
group orientation,” Lodge said.
“Which gives a general overview
of our department. Then they
need to obtain whatever docu-
mentation they can about their

 disability to bring back to the de-

with |

partment and set up a second in-
take appointment. The student’s

accommodations are determined

at the intake appointment.”
Although this is the standard

process, Hart said it is often

flexible for individual students.
“Sometimes it is very expensive
to obtain documentation for
learning disabilities. We encour-
age students to come in and talk
to us, as there are ways they can
accommodate themselves.”

Hart said she would like to

c o}

" dispe’l the myth that -Disabili_ty

Services is a purely legal institu-
ton. _ -
“We’re seen as this legal office,
and we do provide legal accom-
modations, but it’s not as cut and
dry as that. Our primary goal is
to provide support, advocacy and
education, and so anybody who
has questions about disability is-

sues should contact us so that we

can talk things through. Educa-
tion is embedded in everything
we do,” Hart said.

hambavumCoome

stabnhty Semces pruv!des a w:de range of eqtupment to help students with phys:cal
disabilities.

The recent budget cuts that
have impacted most aspects of

- LCC have not affected Disability
‘Services’ ability to help students,

Lodge said. “We’ve had to take a
hard look at the organization of
the department and we've had
to streamline some of the things
we’re currently doing. But over-
all I don’t think it has impacted
any of the accommodations that
we provide students. That is our
main goal, to serve the students
and to serve them well.”

TRANSFER STUDENTS
FALL 2007
MAY ADVISING

UNIVERSITY
OF OREGON

Attend the UO New Student Academic
Orientation Program on Monday, May 21, 2007

where you will:
« Learn more about the University
+ Meet with an Academic Adviser
« Receive your Registration PIN number

You are eligible to attend this program if you are planning to transfer
36 or more credits to the UO and if you:

® Apply by March 15

® Are admitted by April 20, 2007

@ Submit the Intent to Register Form and pay $200 Advance Tuition Deposit
by May 15 (if online)

® Register for May Advising by May 15 online via DuckWeb at:
duckweb.uoregon.edu

*Spring 2007 High School graduates are NOT eligible*
(If you are unable to attend this orientation program, your next advising/registration
opportunity will be during IntroDUCKtion in July)

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS OFFICE OF ACADEMIC ADVISING
1217 University of Oregon 5 364 Oregon Hall

Eugene OR 97403-1217 & 5217 University of Oregon
Phone: 1-800-BE-A-DUCK S Eugene, OR 97403-5217

TTY: (541) 346-1323 YV b phone: (541) 346-3211

visit us at: admissions.uoregon.edu TTY: (541) 346-1083

visit us at: advising.uoregon.edu

Garden From Page |

ability class,” and a plot bursting with
fresh green to start what hopefully be-
comes a thriving garden.

All of the topsoil, nutrients and sup-
plies have been donated by local busi-
nesses. The size of the garden has been
limited to the amount of fencing that has
been donated so far. As more supplies
become available and more students
volunteer their time, Lynch hopes to ex-
pand the garden.

“It’s organic, and the idea is to kind
of do it in a permaculture style as much
as we can, as far as annual vegetables are
concerned,” Lynch said. “We’re trying
to get more perennials in, which take less
maintenance and constant application
of soil amendments.”

Last fall, Lynch planted winter vege-
tables such as kale, chard, arugula, mus-
tard greens and multiple varieties of let-
tuce. With the icy weather over the winter
he lost most of the lettuce, but plans on
replacing it when possible. He has also
planted peas, spinach and cilantro, and
will be adding more vegetables as they
become available. Lynch and the Learn-
ing Garden gladly accept donations.

“Most of the materials have been do-
nated to make the garden functional. We
are always looking for donations of tools,
fencing, seeds and soil. Potential donors
can contact me for more information.”

While Lynch is happy to have the gar-
den started, the site isn’t ideal for what

he’s trying to achieve. The site is limited
on space by its close proximity to the
child care buildings and the vegetation
around it. The tall trees to the south of
the garden block the sun in the “shoul-
der seasons” spring and fall. While cut-
ting the trees down could be an option,
Lynch hopes that won’t have to happen.

“What’s kind of more important to
me would be that we show we’re success-
ful here, and then we start to move some
of this operation to a more visible site on
campus,” Lynch said. “There are vacant
fields all around campus where I feel we
could grow.”

The more food grown, gives more
possibilities of what to do with harvests.
Right now Lynch is looking at a few pos-
sibilities. These include using the vegeta-
bles for food service in the cafeteria, serv-
ing them at special events on campus,
donating the harvest to Food for Lane
County or even having an on-campus
farmers’ market.

Lynch is hoping for suggestions about
what to do with the harvest, and he is
always looking for student or faculty vol-
unteers.

Anyone who would like to volunteer,
has a class that would benefit from ser-
vice learning in the Learning Garden or
would like to get more information can
contact Lynch at 503-334-9753 or e-
mail the Learning Garden coordinator
at lccgarden@yahoo.com.

www.lanecc.edu/torch
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Hands-on experience with internships

Cooperative Education program
offers out-of-classroom learning

Sandy Wilcox
STAFF REPORTER

Cooperative Education is an
internship-based program that al-
lows students to gain knowledge
and work experience on and off
campus.

“Cooperative  education  is
a program that gives academic
credit and recognition for learn-
ing that goes on outside of the
classroom. It is a bridge from the
theory-based classroom environ-
ment to experience in the work
space. Students use it for broad-
ening knowledge, for applying
knowledge they learn in the class-
room,” Larry Scott, one of the
coordinators for the Cooperative
Education program, said.

Although Cooperative Educa-
tion might seem to be a fairly new
model for education, it is what
used to be called an apprentice-
ship.

“One of the things to realize
is that Cooperative Education is
an educational paradigm ... it’s

a model of education that we all
engaged in before we developed
classroom based learning,” Scott
said. “If you go back 300 years
and you wanted to be a master
shipbuilder, you didn’t take class-
es, you went and worked with a
master shipbuilder and that’s how
you learned your trade.”

Scott has worked with over 600
organizations in the area within
the last 10 years establishing Co-
op opportunities: organizations
such as Peace Health, the Univer-
sity of Oregon, PSC Scanning,
Weyerhaeuser and state agencies.

“I'm able to use the stuff that
we learn in school and able to ap-
ply it here at work ... I've picked
up more skills and improved on
the skills that I've been learning
with,” Brian Stephens, Energy
Management major, said.

Stephens is enjoying his intern-
ship at EWEB “most of the time,”
he said, jokingly.

The Co-op program can al-
low students from any field to get

aal ane

Community College

Sell Your Books During
Finals Week at your
campus store

Lane Bookstore
3rd FLOOR CENTER BUILDING
www.lanecc.edu/bookstore

March 19th - 23rd, 2007

Monday - Thursday:
8:00 am - 7:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

We’'re up to our ears in bunnies!
Fill your Easter baskets with Plush Bunnies, Greeting Cards, Chocolate and Goodies

Available now in the Bookstore

——————

some hands-on experience that
pertains to their majors.

The program is very flex-
ible in accommodating students’
needs. A student want-
ing to work in the field - |
with biology might get
an internship that allows
them to explore and
work in the environment
on their own. Whereas,
someone wanting a nurs-
ing internship would get
more in-depth experi-
ence, working with other
nurses and patients.

The Co-op education
program requires that
students wishing to take
an internship enroll for
at least three credits.

“The idea there is un-
less they are immersed
in the experience to that
extent they probably
won’t learn a lot from
it, so we sort of look for
that level of immersion,”
Scott said.

The program allows
students to take up to
12 credit hours a term
in Co-Op, each credit

COOPERATIVE
EDUCATION
EMPLOYER'S
HANDBOOK

equals about 36 hours of work
that needs to be completed. A
student taking three credits can
figure to work 9-10 hours a week

at an internship.

For more information on the
program contact the Cooperative
Education Department at 463-

5203 or con-
tact Division
Chair An-
drea Newton
at 463-5494
or newtona(@,
lanecc.edu.

Winter Term Final Exam Schedule

For the week of March

To find exam time, find the day, then the time class is held

MWF * M+ W + F « MW * WF » MTuWThF « MTuWTh » MWThF « MTuThF « MTuWF

7:00 AM. OR 7:30 A.M.

7:00-8:50 A.m.

8:00 A.M. OR 8:30 A.M.

8:00-9:50 AM.

9:00 A.M. OR 9:30 A.m.

8:00-9:50 A.M.

10:00 A.M. Or 10:30 A.M.

10:00-11:50 A.m.

11:00 AM. OR 11:30 AM.

10:00-11:50 A.M.

12:00 p.M. OR 12:30 P.M.

12:00-1:50 p.M.

1:00 p.m. OR 1:30 P.M.

12:00-1:50 p.M.

2:00 p.M. OR 2:30 P.M.

2:00-3:50 p.m.

3:00 p.M. OR 3:30 p.M.

2:00-3:50 p.M.

4:00 p.M OR 4:30 P.M.

4:00-5:50 P.M.

5:00 p.M.

4:00-5:50 p.M.

IRERERERIER

7:00 A.M. OR 7:30 A.M.

9:00-10:50 A.M.

8:00 A.M. OR 8:30 A.M.

8:00-9:50 AMm.

9:00 A.M. OR 9:30 AM.

8:00-9:50 a.m.

10:00 A.M. OR 10:30 A.M.

10:00-11:50 A.Mm.

11:00 A.M. OR 11:30 A.m.

_10:00-11:50 A.m.

12:00 p.M. OR 12:30 P.M.

12:00-1:50 p.M._

1:00 p.M. OR 1:30 P.M.

12:00-1:50 p.M.

2:00 p.M. OR 2:30 p.M.

2:00-3:50 p.M,

3:00 p.M. OR 3:30 P.M.

2:00-3:50 .M.

4:00 p.M. OR 4:30 P.M.

4:00-5:50 p.M.

5:00 p.M.

4:00-5:50 p.M.

Evening (5:30 p.m. or later) and Weekend Classes:
Examinations scheduled during regular class times.
This schedule does not apply to Downtown Business Education Center Classes

www.lanecc.edu/torch
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Small town
background
helps O’Connor
connect with
Lane athletes

Josh Hutchins
SporTs EDITOR

When your high school has
less than 60 students, there is little
opportunity to play a sport in col-
lege, let alone two sports.

Grady O’Connor, director of
Lane’s men’s and women’s track
and field/cross country teams,
made it as a walk-on player at
the UO on its track and football
teams.

He attended Paisley High
School in Southeastern Oregon
near Lakeview.

“I just knew I wanted to go to

Oregon, because I knew they had _

that track tradition,” O’Connor
said. “So even being from a small
town I came to Eugene and dealt
with the culture shock and adapt-
cose

The transition of coming from
a small town to Eugene was made
casier through track camps he at-
tended at the UO while in high
school. As a freshman walk-on to
the track team, he secured a Pac-
10 Conference qualifying mark.
In his sophomore year he was a
walk-on to the football team.

Coming from a background
of eight-man football, he real-
ized that he needed some work.
The coaches liked the fact that
he had speed. As a freshman he
placed fifth at Junior Nationals in
the 400IH. He became a project
at the free-safety position. By his
junior and senior years he had ob-
tained a full-ride scholarship.

While at the UO he qualified
for the Pac-10 Championships
four consecutive years. In addi-
tion to the 400m hurdles, he was
a member of both the 4x100 and
4x400 relay squads. In 1992 he
placed 4th in the conference in
the 4001H.

His football career netted him
two shoulder surgeries but no re-
grets.

“I remember the missed op-
portunities I had, the missed in-
terceptions or the missed assign-
ments,” O’Connor said. “But
there’s a few highlights: tackling
Curtis Conway who’s a USC
All-American and tackling Glyn
Milburn, both guys went on the
NFL.” :

Following his career at the UO
(89-94) he had the opportunity to
continue competing, this time as a
decathlete. “The fact that I chose
to be a two-sport athlete at the
UO limited my opportunities in
the decathlon,” O’Connor said.

“Because the Fall, Winter term
when I needed to develop the
pole vault, develop the shot put, I
was playing football.”

After the UO, he joined the
Oregon International Athletics
Team: He credits those years as
a decathlete towards making him
a better coach, having done those
events in a competitive form. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from the UO and a
master’s degree in health educa-
tion from OSU.

His career at Lane started in
1994 with an internship and he
has been the head coach since
1998.

His teaching emphasis is pri-
marily in the weight room for
strength training. In the last 10
years he’s also taught basketball,
first aid and CPR.

Lane has developed a reputa-
tion for producing decathletes.
“We've had close to nine Division
I decathletes over the last 10-years
produced from Lane,” O’Connor
said. “Collin Cram is continuing
that tradition.”

There are currently four for-
mer Lane decathletes who are
now assistant coaches at other
programs. O’Connor said that
they were good high school ath-
letes, who, by working with Lane’s
coaches, found their passion in
the decathlon and are now terrific
coaches themselves.

Cody Fleming is at the UQO,
Keith Baker is at the University
of Alabama, Gabe LeMay works
for Kent State University and
Josh Priester is an assistant coach
at George Fox. '

Lane’s teams have been re-
gional champions three or four
times on both the men’s and
women’s side. Despite the wom-
en’s cross country team winning
the NWAACC in 2005, Lane has
had to be content with being run-
ners-up to Spokane Community
College’s teams. O’Connor’s pro-
grams have produced over 100
junior college All-Americans and
several Coach of the Year hon-
ors. :

O’Connor gives credit to his
assistant coaches. Dan West has
been the pole vault coach for five
years. Ross Krempley is the dis-
tance coach for Lane, who also
coaches several other professional
groups. James March is another
young coach from the UO who is
the throws coach.

To field one of the Northwest’s
most competitive teams requires
365 days a year of constant re-
cruitment. “First off you want

to identify local kids. We want to

make sure all of thelocal kids have
us as an option,” O’Connor said.
“Because Eugene has a good track
and field program, at the middle
school level, there’s clubs: Emer-
ald Valley, there’s Track City, so

there’s and fifth graders provide it.

typical- him with a whole new “Truthfully,

ly some perspective on patience. my hobby is

good tal- He loves every minute of my kids and

ent locally.” coaching them.
O’Connor I coach, that’s my

spends time call- job and I coach

as soon as I get
home,” he said.

ing other coaches,
attending meets and
keeping an eye on results
not just in Oregon, but on
the whole west coast, includ-
ing Alaska and Idaho.

Though just a small portion of
his work, the rewards come with
actually being on the track work-
ing with young people on specific
events. During the course of a
day he has to wear different hats,
including role model, counselor
and substitute parent. A big rea-
son he’s turned down offers from
other schools around the country
is that, “The impact I can have
here at Lane on student athletes
is pretty significant,” O’Connor
said. ‘“Athletics for a lot of these
kids is the big hook that keeps
them in school.” He said he mea-
sures success in seeing student
athletes learn life lessons as they
attempt to win championships.

O’Connor loves meets where
there are team winners and losers,
instead of athletes simply chasing
individual marks. He highlights
the dual meet against Clark Col-
lege and Mt. Hood, March 31, the
regional meet, May 12, and the
NWAACC meet, May 24 and 25.
“Generally we have good success
with that and it really brings the
kids together,” O’Connor said.
“It elevates their performance
and it’s the social aspect. So many
of these kids are a long way from
home and this gives them that so-
cial support that they need. A lot
of friendships are made through
this sport that last a lifetime.”

It’s easy for O’Connor to
spend two or three hours on the
phone and computer at home
doing research after a day at
work.

Currently he’s coach-
ing both his 10-year-old
daughter’s YMCA bas-
ketball team and his
eight-year-old son’s
KIDSPORTS basket-
ball team. He said third

Grady O’Connor at a glance

wwwlaneec.edu/torch
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Lane track and field athletes qualify for
NWAACC in replacement meet in Salem

Teams forming as lo-
cals ink for next year

Josh Hutchins
SPORTS EDITOR

With the cancellation of the Mt. Hood
Community College track meet, Lane’s
team traveled to the Willamette Mini-Meet
Saturday, March 10, for a replacement
meet.

“The meet went well. We had several
athletes qualify for the NWAACC) confer-
ence meet,” Director of Track and Field
Grady O’Connor said. Travis Thompson
won the 400m with a conference-leading
time of 48.76 seconds.

Erika Stratton qualified in the pole vault
at 11 feet. JoLena Boatsman also qualified
at 1067, as did Sara DeBit at 10°. Matt
Fitzgerald qualified in the 110m hurdles
with a time of 15.78.

“What everybody’s doing right now is
chasing marks, so they’re trying to qualify
for the NWAACGC meet,” O’Connor said.
“They’re not scoring meets and so (for)
the majority of the meets on the schedule,
we’re trying to obtain qualifying marks to
get these athletes into the championship
meet.” g

Jordan McNamara was one of several
unattached athletes that Lane took to the
meet.

He won the 1500m with a time of
3:51:99, 10 seconds ahead of the second

place finisher. :

O’Connor said the unattached athletes
are ineligible because of various missing
pieces to their packets. Some of them are
injured.

In some cases there are academic rea-
sons and for others the coaches want to see
how they compete before they put them
into uniform.

O’Connor said the team is still in pre-
season and waiting for spring break to ar-

rive to process and move ahead with an -

idea of who is going to be on the team.
Lane’s Women’s Cross Country pro-
gram has signed a pair of All-State per-
formers from Siuslaw High School, Leah
Twombly and Sierra Lee. They have the
experience of competing in three consecu-

tive state championships.

The men’s program signed Lukus Fen-
ley from Thurston High School and David
Sherman from McKenzie High School.
Lukas was the Midwestern League Cham-
pion this Fall in cross country. Sherman
won the 2006 3A/2A/1A State Cross
Country Championships.

A limited roster for Lane will be in ac-
tion Saturday, March 17, at the Oregon
Preview meet, held at the UO. “The Or-
egon meets are good for very competitive
marks,” O’Connor said. “The athletes typ-
ically perform up to that level and get some
personal bests.”

The competitors will include Col-
lin Cram, Travis Thompson and Danica
Bates.
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“If you could have one supernatural ablllty, what would it be?”

Kayla Olsen CharlesSohm s Janet Anderson

Lytton Reid and
MEDIA ARTS ResPRATORY CARE~~ LCC FounpaTion DR Liaim
“The possibilities!  Amadvaneed ™ “Tofly Toseethe |  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Flying would be nice, ~ understanding of earth from 100 feet a mara,thon Would - “P've always want-
‘cause I can’t drive.” technology to ease ~ up at this time with be supematuraL To  ed to fly and swim,
the dlagnosmg of the all the plum trees “have the youth and like the supernatural
Compiled by Ariel Burkhart — hody” ~ blooming.” ability to do that.” ~ ability a duck has.”

Photos by Michael Brinkerhoff

Baseball Page 7

a late flurry of runs and Lane
fell, 8-3.

Razor was forced to move
in from the outfield and pitch
against BCC and gave up
three earned runs on four hits
in five innings of work. Lane’s
1-through-5 hitters accounted
for all six of their hits.

Strickland was thrown out
of the game in the second in-
ning for “arguing balls-and-

_strikes because (the umpire)
wasn’t giving Russ anything
and he was making good
pitches. Next thing I know the
kids come back to tie the game -
3-3. (Bellevue) made two great
plays to keep us at three runs.
If not, we could have had five
or six runs and it could have
been the difference. I was re-
ally pleased with the way (my
players) decided to fight and
play as hard as they could.”

Strickland said he was im-
pressed with his team’s play
over the weekend. “There’s
some bright spots in here. It’s
just a matter of if we’re gonna
be able to put things together
and be consistent.”

Lane has two more week-
end tournaments before league
play at home begins, weather
permitting.

. Cho.ose' from three, four, eight or 11-week sessions
* Work ahead on degree requirements '
~ » Most courses are easily transferable
o Finish a full 3-course sequence in one summer
o Enjoy smaller class sizes

Classifieds

Teach nature studies to K-5
grade students. Lead interactive
nature walks at Mount Pisgah
Arboretum this spring. Three
miles from LCC. Training begins
April 4. No experience required.
Cooperative Education Credit
Available. Call 747-1504

Events

Beach Cleanup Phi Theta
Kappa is seeking volunteers
to help with the Oregon Beach

oregonstate.edu/partnerships/students

. . ~ Need a flexible schedule? Explore the variety of courses offered online.
Clean Up Saturday, March 24. 10 tended Campus Classes start June 25th

a.m. to 1 p.m. at Carl Washburne

D B w0 ~ summe - ses snon@oregonstate edu; 800-375-9359 OF 541-737-1470

463-5682 for more information.

e e : e o __Wwwlanccc..edu/u.)rch'




