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College
facing
layoffs

LCC unions
discuss
methods to
save jobs

Sandy Wilcox
News EDITOR

Lane Community College’s
proposed budget cuts could
see the retrenchment, another
word for layoff, of 15 con-
tracted faculty, 22 contracted
classified staff, seven adminis-
trators and an undetermined
number of part-time faculty.
The estimated cost savings
“of the layofls, other proposals
and material and supplies re-
ductions is $5,978,574.

Both the faculty and clas-
sified unions are currently
in discussions with the LCC
administration to find an-
other way in which the pro-
posed retrenchments could be
avoided.

“We have been meeting
with the administration to dis-
cuss alternatives to retrench-
ments and that is provided for
in our contract. We are dis-
cussing and exploring various
options at this point,” said Jim
Salt, the Lane Community
College Education Associa-
tion faculty union president.

No definitive decision was
made in regards to the re-
trenching of any faculty and
classified members during the
LCC board meeting held on
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Budget reduction

proposals

Management $716,469
Contracted faculty $766,612
Part time faculty $1,047,566
Classified staff $1,033,006
M&S $478414
Other proposals  $1,936,507
Total $5,978,574

International studgnts
celebrate cultures i |

LCC students Gina
Corcvera from

Peru and Bernardo
Gutierrez from
Mexico demonstrate
salsa and merengue
dancing in the
cafeteria during
International

Day on April 25.
International
students

attending LCC
presented cultural
demonstrations

to the delight of a

fellow students.

Shooting prompts safety review

Mario Saraceno
FeaTURES. EDITOR

The recent shooting rampage

by a student at Virginia Technical ’

University has Lane Community
College officials ~ re-examining
what steps would be taken should
such an event occur at their cam-
pus.

Each department is working
on its own Shelter in Place Plan.
“We have so many different build-
ings and each department needs
to look at where would be their
closest area of safety,” said Sandra
Ing-Wiese, management adminis-
trator of LCC Public Safety.

Each building on campus has a
manager who is in charge of that
specific area and an emergency
plan with its own safety routes.
“When we implement the emer-
gency communication plan, the
building reps are the ones who
carry that message on,” Ing-Wi-
ese said.

Because Public Safety officers
at LCC are unarmed, they will
not attempt to stop a shooter. Ing-
Wiese said that her department
would notify the Lane County
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Sheriff’s Department and moni-
tor the situation until law enforce-
ment personnel arrived.

“You do not send unarmed
people against. armed people,”
Ing-Wiese said.

A spokesman for the Sheriff’s
Department estimated the aver-
age response time to the LCC
campus as 15 minutes. With no
more than four deputies on duty
at any one time, other agencies
would also respond if the deputies
were unable to contain the situa-
tion, the spokesman said.

Ing-Wiese said that while wait-
ing for the deputies to respond,
her officers would be working to
protect people without putting
themselves and others in harms
way. “We would provide the cam-
pus knowledge and become an in-
formation source,” she said.

“Communication is key. We
try to get the message out in sev-
eral different ways. We send out
an all-staff e-mail. The other one
is, we have a telephone tree start-
ing with the president and work-
ing its way down. The third tool
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Reading Together sets program
Author Dan O’Brien comes to LCC
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In the event of a school shooting Public Safety would
coordinate with Lane County Sheriff’s Department.

The Torch has been awarded first place in the Oregon News+
paper Publishers Association’s General Excellence category for
community college weeklies for 2004 and 2005. Second place 2006.
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Toast and Roast is wrilten by the
members of The Torch editorial board.
It’s a compilation of things that are
commendable (toasts) and thing that are
condemnable (roasts).

Roast: (o the LCC admin-
istration for referring to layoffs
as “retrenchments.” If you are
taking someone’s job away it’s a
layoff.

Toast: to Florence, Ore.
third grader Taylor Graham for
collecting books and holding a
book sale and using the money
to buy food for Florence Food
Share.

Roast: against Oregon
Legislators for proposing $34.60
per barrel tax against Oregon
breweries. Breweries currently
pay $2.60 a barrel.

Toast: to Oregon brew-
eries for standing up against the
heinously unfair price increase
proposed by Oregon Sen. Bill
Morrisette and Rep. Jackie Ding-
felder.

Toast: tw Army Spc. Bryan
O’Neal for coming clean with the
truth about NFL star Pat Tillman
who was shot by friendly gunfire.
The Army dishonored a good
man by lying about Tillman’s
death.

Toast: to NFL commish
Roger Goodell for suspending Pac
Man Jones for an entire season for
having 10 altercations with police
in the last two years. Everyone de-
serves another chance, but you've
sent a stern message to these mil-
lionaire little boys that they need
to grow up and live by the same
rules as any other citizen.

Toast: to former President
Bill Clinton for telling a Portland
crowd in reference to George
Bush’s foreign policy that “you
can’t invade or jail everyone who
disagrees with you.”

Toast: t OSU’s Mitch
Canham for hitting a grand slam
in each game of Sunday’s double-
header.
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Shooting i«

we have is called zone paging,

from select phones we can initi-
ate zone calling that comes out.

of all phone speakers in a cer-

tain zone or specific buﬂdmg, :
Ing—W“:ese said. Smce thcrc isn’t  th

_LCC Pubhc Safety ofﬁccrs cef-' W

tified to carry firearms, even in

light of school shootings in re-

cent years, Ing-Wiese said.

“The reason for not train-
ing them to be weapon-certified
public safety officers is because

of budget, liability and cul-

ture. There is a whole culture
in Eugene that doesn’t want
people walking around with
guns strapped to their hips,” she
said.

The UO’s campus security
officers are not armed, but two
Eugene Police Department of-
ficers are assigned to work at
the university. Oregon State
University is patrolled by Or-
egon State Police troopers and a
Campus Security Force. There
are no law enforcement officers
assigned to the LCC campus.

~Instead, they come on to cam-

pus on an as needed basis.
Oregon state law allows citi-
zens with conccaled weapons

Budget From

Monday, April 23. It is bélieved
that a decision will be made be-
fore Monday, May 2.

Both unions have declined to
view the list of faculty and staff
that would be retrenched, which
will allow the unions more time to
discuss alternatives with the col-
lege instead of retrenching LCC
employees.

“We think that the retrench-
ments of any stafl, are the last
thing that any school should en-
gage in,” Salt said.

Both the LCCEA and Lane
Community College
ees Federation have agreed to sit
down and discuss the retrench-
ments with the college, but nei-
ther union has agreed to accept

Employ-

permits to carry handguns on

campus. Public Safety discour-
ages anyone from confrontmg a
shooter “‘Your chances

starts shootmg, pccrplc are pretty
“ much, by the nature of the situa-
tion, left to make their own deci-
sions,” Ing-Wiese said. i
Preventing  people  from
reaching the point of violence is

a more effective plan than trying
to stop someone once they have

gone over the edge, Ing-Wiese
said. - i

the wisdom was, as much as you
can do to prevent people from
getting that isolated and that an-

gry and that disconnected, that’s

at least as effective as having a

contingency plan. Trying to have

processes on campus that do treat
people as individuals, setting lim-

its on inappropriate behawor on
campus, not forgiving increas-

ing behavioral problems and if

“people would report something

inappropriate happening around

them would help out a iot:,” Ing-
_Wicse sald -

Pag@ i

any of the colleges’ proposals.

“What we’re going to do is
have discussions with -manage-
ment around what might be
done. Are there things in the con-
tract that we could do that would
reduce costs in a way that would
presumably allow us to reduce
the number of cuts? But there’s
no guarantees, we’re not going in
with a commitment that we have
a conclusion, we’re just agreeing
to sit down and talk,” said Bob
Baldwin, the LCCEF classified
union president.

Although no information has
been released publicly as to who
will be retrenched, it i1s believed
that faculty positions that will be
cut will be within the various pro-

TRiO Can Help You Succeed!

Applications will be accepted

for 2007-2008 starting May 1

To see if YOU qualify for TRIiO
Visit Bldg #1, Rm. 219

- 'ma“y have sel

r be s0 hypersensmve about wery-:

~ thing that is being rcported;”
- De Leon said.
 respond to everything that came
~ up then there would be co’nstant

“In the conference I went to,

According to Jerry De Leon,
the assistant director of the coun-

seling department, many people

-le t:sbehamer‘s, hke

“If we were to

frenzy and chaos all the ime.”
He also said it usually is a
combination of things such as in-
troverted people, isolated people
who also put bizarre things into
their writing,
“It’s hard because if -you look

at people who have gone off in

the past they come from all dif-
ferent sorts of backgrounds,” De
Leon said. : .

If the danger is imminent

counselors don’t give them the -

option to leave. If they say they
are going to kill themselves now

and they have a plan of domg :
it then-the counselors have the_.
- power because danger is im-

thhne bctm:en suimdal a.nd

do that and deputies ‘would necd
to get mvolved_

% ... as counselors, what we
look for are people who have sui-
l histories. There is a really

so and so first.”

“If they do feel like they are
going to break the contract they
do have the resources to back
that up. Things like, I will call

the police or the suicide hot-
e _‘Ime,” De Leon said.

- Counselors don’t do any in-

re _tvestxgatmg but if they are con-

De cerned then they are trained to

ho come in depresscd are wﬂl—
ing to talk it out. People don’t re-
ally want to die but when people
~do get to that point it is usually
~a build-up leading a ‘breaking
point.

Resourres for mental health
treatment are limited by budget
restraints, an issue which con-
cerns De Leon. “Here in Oregon
we are taking away from people
with mental health issues and
then blaming them. I think we
are making ourselves more and
more vulnerable for even lesser

issues that can be even just as se-

rious,” De Leon said.
“In regards to the Virginia
Tech incident, I think it would

have been really far-fetched for

anyonc to say that the person was
gomg to go off,” De Leon said.

. The steps the counselors take
~ to help prevent suicides and vio-

~minent;~Law enforcement may — lence  toward-others is to-get a

get Lmo}ved if it’s imminent be-

cause if the person needs to be

. :restramed the counseiors cannot

fessional technical programs and
transfer areas.

A problem with cutting faculty
is that it could have negative ef-
fects on the program the faculty
member is connected with, which
could lead to the possibility of
more retrenchment and the cut-
ting of the program.

According to Salt, some of the
negative effects of cutting faculty
and then programs are that they

verbal agreement from the stu-
“dent, which says, “If I do plan

~on hurting myself 1 will contact

are needed in the community.

“A need that exists in the com-
munity will not be met, it means
that the college will have fewer
students, it means that we will
go through a painful period of
retrenchments, layoffs and one
thing is faculty seniority rights are
implemented.”

The negative effect in cutting
classified employees is that it af-
fects service across the campus,

~ report to someone in the sys-
s "tcm_who_r__:an do the investigat-
_ing and make the decision of a
~ threat. “As somebody who isn’t

experienced, when in doubt talk
to somebody and let somebody
hear what your concern is,” De
Leon said.

He said a lot of times friends
don’t want to betray their
friend’s confidence. But some-
times it should be done because
they do care about the person.

A friend or family member -
can go to counselors at LCC,
clergy, counseling in the Eu-
gene area or they can call a sui-
cide hotline. “They need to call
someone who will actually do
something about it,” De Leon
said.

“We use our intuition to make
friends, to talk to people and to
stay away from people. Just trust

your gut,” De Leon said.

Although planning is taking
place at LOGC, Ing-Wiese said,
“It’s nothing we can totally pre-
vent and within our limitations
we are preparing.”

which could mean anything from
fewer cashiers at the
causing longer lines, bathrooms
not being cleaned as often, to a

lack of open payment desks in
Building 1.
“There’s no way you can cut

cafeteria

25 or so classified positions with-
out having a very real and very di-
rect impact on students. Student
services functions the college,”
Baldwin said.
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Diversity in dance
offers workshops
for beginners, pros

World-renowned choreographer
brings performance to LCC

Ariel Burkhart
MANAGING EDITOR

The Joint Forces Dance Com-
pany, featuring dancers with a va-
riety of abilities, will be perform-
ing at Lane Community College’s
Performance Hall on May 5 and
5 i

Director and choreographer
Alito Alessi founded the dance
company in 1979. By 1987,
Alessi felt unfulfilled in the world
of dance. He decided to hold a
workshop where anybody, of any
ability or disability, could come
and learn how to dance.

Joint Forces is on the leading
edge of contemporary dance,
Alessi said. “I work not with dis-
ability but with isolation, and to
teach anybody how to dance.”

“The show’s important be-
cause it really talks about building
community and equality amongst
people. It gives people the op-
portunity to see something they
haven’t seen before ... and to edu-
cate people,” Alessi said.

The original concept of the
piece Alessi is currently working
on deals with promoting and ac-
cepting a wide range of diversity
- something he hopes the com-
munity will be able to achieve
through understanding.

“It’s like there’s a global move-
ment for conformity, to make ev-
erybody the same. The intention
was to say no, there’s variety in

life. That’s why it (Joint Forces)
has a wide range of professional
skills and a wide range of bodies.
I believe that all bodies speak and
all bodies have a voice,” Alessi
said. “It’s not about disabled peo-
ple, I work with all people.”

Alessi feels the show is about
experiencing humor, joy and
grief, and what it would be like
to experience being in someone
else’s body and to realize change
is not as difficult as we think.

“I'm changing the perspective
of how people look at the physical
body,” Alessi said. “It’s not a show
about disabled people; it’s a show
about us as a society, as we are.
Anything that needs to happen
can happen if you use all of the
resources in your community.”

In his dance workshops both
professional and beginning danc-
ers are welcome. Alessi uses a lot
of physicality and touch when
teaching anyone from the blind
to those in wheelchairs. There is
nothing a dancer can’t do, Alessi
said. No one is separated and
everyone learns the same move-
ments.

“T would never teach material
that would leave one person out.
There’s every kind of possibility
and I teach everybody together,
always; no groups,” he said.

Alessi has held workshops all
over the world. He estimates about

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRIAN LANKER

Emery Blackwell and Alito Alessi dance together in their performance from Wizard of
Odds. Joint Forces DaceAbility features dancers of all abilities and professional skills.

10 to 15 different countries where
he’s taught people of all abilities
and trained other choreographers
in “DanceAbility methodology.”

Alessi has been to Hong Kong/

four times where he was named
choreographer of the year. He
went to Brazil last January and
also visited Vienna, Austria.

The show he plans on per-
forming at LCC’s Main Stage will
also be performed in Brazil.

The project is partly funded
by the Guggenheim Fellowship,
the Oregon Arts Commission and
Joint Forces. Alessi said he gets
much of his grants and funding
from national and international
sources.

However, he will not let money
interfere with a person’s ability to
pay for workshops. Fees depend
on how many days the workshop
is, but Alessi said he has never
turned people away if they can’t
find the means to pay.

Alessi had chosen LCC as a

place to perform because he feels
LLCC has a strong dance depart-
ment, good faciliies and good
directors. Also, he needed a place
that would be wheelchair acces-
sible.

One of the 14 people who will
be performing is Amanda Her-
man, a graduate student at the
UoO.

She studied Alessi’s work when
she was an undergraduate student
at the University of New York.
Herman met Alessi in fall of 2006
at the UO and has been working
on the project since the beginning
of January.

“It’s a fantastic experience,”
Herman said. “It’s a different type
of dance. Alessi works on creating
equality and value and diversity,
he honors that. It’s movement
based on the body you have,”
Herman said.

The show, Herman said, is
about looking for beauty in move-
ment. “We use everyone and not

isolate ‘people because of their
differences. Everyone would ben-
efit from watching,” she said.

“It’s important for people to
see work with people who are
coming together and embracing”
the value of everyone.”

The performance will have 14
dancers, four musicians, a cos-
tume designer and a media pro-
jector.

“All people in the project ben-
efit from what they learn from
each other,” Alessi said. “It’s an
opportunity to work artistically to
experience ways they haven’t had
before, artistically and in a diverse
community.”

The show starts Saturday, May
5, at 2 p.m. and Sunday, May 6,
at 7 p.m.

Tickets will cost between $10-
$20. Tickets can be reserved by
calling 541-870-6563. More in-
formation about Joint Forces can
be found at www.danceability.
com.

Students and staff contribute to Lane art show

Gallery features work
in metals, ceramics

Isaac Viel
TorcH REPORTER

While most students were busy studying, writing pa-
pers or maybe doing math homework, Tim Ditter and
Jackson Snellings were putting final touches on the art
gallery in Building 11.

The student-faculty show opened April 16 and hosts
a wide variety of mediums from these two talented art-
ists. :

Jackson Snellings, metal and wood shop technician,
has a wide variety of pieces on display that seem to
stem from the darker side of the brain: pieces that evoke
thought and creativity throughout his whole display.

His offerings range from metal forgings, woodwork,
slip-cast ceramics and paintings. The centerpieces of his
display are quite large and house something unassum-
ing.

The “Jerusalem Box” and “Lesser Jerusalem Box”
from the outside may appear to be a carefully crafted
chest dredged from the bottom of the ocean. But the
pieces house very sophisticated electronics. When peer-

ing into the peep holes on the top it’s as if the viewer is -

looking into the down scope of a submarine, yet strangely

PHoTo BY IsAac ViEL
LCC artist Jackson Snellings features work in

metal, wood titled “Jerusalem Box” in faculty
and student art show.

the monitor inside reveals you are looking back at your-
self through cameras hidden throughout the gallery.

“It is my feeling that successful artwork falls within
the three C’s of art,” Snellings said, “craft, concept and
context.”

Other works from Snellings include diversely decorat-

ed “Heart Bottles” which are slip-cast from clay, mysteri-
ous “Sculptography,” rustic wood and iron work.

Ditter, the ceramic lab technician, works with a more
contrasting approach to art. His pieces bring about a
more subtle presence to the gallery. Working solely with
clay, Ditter uses wheel throwing and slab building to ex-
press himself.

- Though Ditter’s pieces may be subtle in contrast, they
in no way reflect the amount of time and effort that was
invested.

“My experience of these quiet, solitary places in the
mountains proved pivotal — as I would later discover
~— in the influence and shaping of my ceramic work,”
Ditter said, referring to his time growing up in Idaho.

This quiet approach is reflected throughout his work.
His pieces sit quietly, yet boldly, where they are placed

. and evoke a simple admiration of function and form.

Works from Ditter’s collection that were chosen for
the show include his trademark teapots of different clay
bodies, which stem from his continued study of Korean,
Chinese and Japanese pottery. Other pieces include his
wood-fired “Marble Jars,” various pitchers, lanterns and
a large stoneware vessel that displays some of his first
ventures into large compound-built pieces. ;

The show, which goes until May 4, is open Monday
through Thursday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Friday from
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

www.lanecc.edu/torch
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Author Dan O’Brien to speak at LCC

Reading Together
Program chooses

‘Buffalo for the
Broken Heart’

Nicole Perkins
ToORCH REPORTER

Dan O’Brien,
“Buffalo for the Broken Heart”
is coming to Lane Community
College.

“Buffalo for the
Heart” is one of two Read-
ing Together books chosen this
year. “We looked for a book that
speaks to what we feel are cen-
tral concerns of the time,” said
Ellen Cantor, the Reading To-
gether coordinator.

The theme this year is Navi-
gating the Changing Terrain.
“We knew there were a lot of
challenges at the college in terms
of restructuring with the budget
concerns,” Cantor said. “We

author of

Broken

wanted to choose books that
would help us all think about the
process of change.” :

This is the fourth year of the
Reading Together Project. The
program is based on college
core values and gives an op-
portunity for students and
staff to share experiences
through discussion.

O’Brien was contacted
last year by LCC and ac-
cepted the offer to visit and
talk about his book. “It is
a wonderful idea,” said
O’Brien about the ideals his
book expresses. “It should
strengthen the community
while expanding horizons.”

O’Brien, a wildlife bi-
ologist and rancher for over
30 years, began writing in
undergraduate school. “I
wanted a way to be under-
stood and I couldn’t sing, so
I started writing.”

“Buffalo for the Broken
Heart” is.a memoir about

two years of O’Brien’s life and
his ranch, Broken Heart. It ex-
plores the “link between envi-
ronmental health and the health
of the people on the land.”

“Our well be-

ing is indeed linked to the well
being of our environment,” he
said. .
During his stay, O’Brien will
the culinary and art stu-
dents who have worked
with his material.
Art that has been in-
spired by O’Brien’s
work is now being
displayed in many
Lane Transit Dis-
trict buses. O’Brien
said that the art proj-
ectis “a good idea, I
look forward to see-
ing what their imagi-
nations have come up
with.” ]
“Dan’s a really
great guy” Can-
tor said. “He’s really
gone through a lot of
life challenges and
speaks in very real life
terms about how we
cope with change that
maybe we didn’t want

visit

i

to have happen.”

O’Brien will be doing an in-
terview on KLCC at 4:10 p.m.
on May 2 as well as a reading at
Tsunami Books later that day at
7:30 p.m. He will be speaking
twice on May 3, at 10 a.m. in the
Performing Arts Main Stage and
2:30 p.m. in Building 19, Room
226. All events are free and open
to the public.

“Even if students haven't
read the book (they) should still
go,” Cantor said. “His book and
his talk will give people strategies
that are grounded in real life ex-
periences that cope with change
and realize that you can come
out in a better place than you
ever imagined.”

There are copies of “Buffalo
for the Broken Heart” available
in the LCC Library, as well as re-
duced-price copies in the book-
store. For more information on
the Reading Together Project,
visit www.lanecc.edu/readingto-
gether.

Titans battling for NWAACC south tournament berth

Alex Braga
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

When you're in the running
for a Northwest Athletic Associa-
tion of Community College tour-
nament appearance, you can’t af-
ford to make mistakes.

The Titans baseball team split
both of the doubleheaders they
played last week and sit in third

place in the NWAACC South-
ern Division with 14 games left
to play. They have had a series of
strong pitching performances, but
poor defense has lost them several
games this season, including both
of the losses in their previous four
games.

The Titans opened a dou-
bleheader with second place
Clackamas (17-9 overall, 9-5 in
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APPLICATIONS ARE NOW
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Application packets are available in
Building 18, Room 214.

The deadline for returning the packet is
Monday, Mayl4, at noon.
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Bldg. 18, Room 214.
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NWAACC) Thursday, April 19,

_with a solid performance by soph-

omore Scott Jacobson, which was
overshadowed by a costly error in
the field.

Jacobson went 4 1/3 innings
with two strikeouts and only al-
lowed a single earned run, but
the Titans were unable to make
up for the three unearned runs
he surrendered and fell 4-1. Eric

ustomer

Brown relieved Jacobson in the
5th inning and held Clackamas to
two hits and no runs in his 3 2/3
innings.

“We just really didn’t show up
for that game, and it was a really
critical doubleheader. If we don’t
hit and play defense we’re not
gonna win against anyone,” said
Titans Head Coach Rob Strick-
land of his team that only got two

ppreciation

at the Bookstore

We hope you'll join us!

Snbcml discounts

mal ane
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hits and one costly error in the
first game.

The Titans (10-22, 7-7) recov-
ered in the second game against
the Cougars with a 3-2 win be-
hind solid pitching from Jesse
Sweet and Joaquin Lopez. Sweet
pitched 5 1/3 innings of seven
hit ball and only surrendered one
earned run. Lopez earned the
win, giving up only two hits in 1
2/3 innings and benefitting from
timely Titans hitting,

“The reason we won that
game is because in the sixth and
in the seventh (innings) we had
runners in scoring position with
two outs and we got base hits,”
Strickland said. “Joaquin Lopez
came in and shut the door with-
out giving up a run.”

Lane got two of its five hits
from sophomore Russ Razor, who
also came around and scored on a
Hayden Ausland base hit. Speedy
second baseman Ricardo Leclaire
scored twice for the Titans after
being hit by a pitch twice.

Lane followed the Clacka-
mas games with a split against
Chemeketa (15-20, 6-10) on
Tuesday, April 24.

The Titans gained the advan-
tage early in the first game behind
a bases-loaded double by Jacob-
son after two consecutive errors
by Chemeketa at third base. But
it was a series of errors and poor
hitting the rest of the game by
the Titans, that were theirs, and
starting pitcher Lopez’s undoing,

Lopez gave up a solo home
run to bring the Titans lead to 3-
2, and after that the defense un-
raveled. Lane gave up three runs

SEE BAsgBALL * Pace 8

www.lanecc.edu/torch
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Twice resurrected baseball program
still kicking in fourth year through
private funding ventures

Alex Braga
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Four seasons ago, Rob Strick-
land, previously an assistant for
the Lane Community College
baseball team, took over head-
coaching duties of a program tee-
tering on the edge of extinction.

“I agreed to take the job for
only one year because I thought
the program would be gone, but
we went on to win the NWAACC)
tournament,” Strickland said of
his 2004 season. “It was pretty un-
believable in some peoples eyes.”

It was unbelievable because
in the summer of 2003, the col-
lege was face-to-face with a wide-
spread budget crisis. The board
of directors for the school delib-
erated and eventually decided
that baseball, along with women’s

volleyball, would be too much for

the school to sustain financially
and cut both programs.

“The Board of Education, be-
cause of all the funding problems,
was cutting all kinds of stufl;”
LCC Baseball Financial Adviser
Dean Hansen, said. “I went to the
board meeting because I heard
they were thinking of cutting
baseball and I witnessed it hap-
pen, it was a horrible day.” |

Hansen, whose son Jesse was
a center fielder for the Titans,
met with longtime friend and an
ex-baseball coach at LCC, Dale
Hartley and they decided that the
program was something worth
saving. The two of them put to-
gether a proposal and, along with
members of the community who
felt the same way about their
cause, met with LCC President
Mary Spilde and the board of di-
rectors.

Hansen estimated that the
program, along with a Title IX
required women’s sport, would
cost around $100,000 to sustain
and that his committee would
be able to cover the cost through
fundraising. The board agreed to
shift responsibility to the commit-
tee and three months after being
cut, baseball, along with a newly
developed women’s soccer pro-
gram was back in the game.

However, the committee
learned over the following two sea-
sons that they had underestimated
the cost of running the two sports.
The Athletic Department deter-
mined the actual cost was around
$140,000; a number Hansen’s
group wasn’t able to meet.

“We determined that raising
$100,000 is a big assignment, rais-
ing more than that with the small
committee we have is not gonna
happen,” he said. “We told (the
Board of Directors) that we felt
that the college should kick in the

difference if we couldn’t do it.”
The doubt put a cloud over the
2006 season, but a motto coined
by committee member Ron Stew-
art spread over the board and
they agreed to pay the remaining
$40,000, which saved the season,
and for a second time revived the

this season, the designs they see
on the outfield walls are a result
of Stewart’s hard work. He and
Hansen spend the off seasons vis-
iting local businesses and asking if’
they want to advertise at Lane’s
field for $600 a year, with
the majority of them signing
three-year leases for $1,700.
Stewart then puts together
the artwork and makes the
walls a reality.

“The fundraising group
is responsible for the big

ready to fundraise if they’re to play at Lane.

baseball program.

“QOur motto is, ‘they come for
athletics; they stay for academ-
ics,” Hansen said. “The board
had a survey done to determine,
out of all of these athletes, how
many of them would be on the
campus if it weren’t for baseball
and soccer and 90 percent said
they wouldn’t.”

Hansen said the administra-
tion was neutral on whether to
help pay for the two sports, but
the board unanimously voted for
funding. He considers the pro-
gram sustainable and until one
of the directors calls him and in-
forms him that they will vote to no
longer pay the school’s portion, it
will remain that way.

The committee — which is
comprised of Hansen, a senior
vice president at Pacific Continen-
tal Bank and member of the LCC
foundation board, his wife Pat,
an instructor at LCC for nearly
30 years, Hartley, who works for

Merrill Lynch, and Stewart, the

voice of the Titans for baseball
and a retired newspaper editor
from Roseburg — do numerous
fundraising activities every year to
raise the money necessary to fund
both sports.

Pacific Continental sometimes
facilitates parking for the Hult
Center and UO football games.
The committee has an annual or-
ange and grapefruit sale and Pat
runs a beer booth at UO football
games and a fireworks stand in the
summer. They hold a “100-inning
game” that employs Titans play-
ers and their “Christmas lists” to
earn and give donations.

If fans catch a home game

things,” said Strickland, who also
runs a summer baseball camp.
“The banquet is a big one for us.
It gives us a base to walk off of,
it’s critical as far as our success
goes.”

The juggernaut that earns
around $60,000 annually and
keeps the team in action every

PrHoros Y Mor MacGiL
Titans players make the field playable between games of a double header.
Head Coach Rob Strickland tells incoming players that they must be

year is an auction and banquet.
Lithia Chrysler Dodge of Eu-
gene sponsored this year’s event
and The Outback Steakhouse
provided the food. Major League
Baseball hall of famer Bobby Do-

err, who played
for the Red
Sox from 1937-
1951, lends his
time to speak at
the event and
they get a wide
variety of auc-
tion items from
people all over

the region.
“What we’ve
found is that

there’s a group

of people in this
community and in all communi-
ties that absolutely love baseball,
and they’re willing to come and
support and see the value of keep-
ing it going,” Hansen said.

With Oregon State University
being the only collegiate baseball
program in the Willamette Valley,
Strickland feels his program is vi-

Swinging for sustainability

tal for the area. Because it gives
players from local high schools
an opportunity they wouldn’t
be afforded if it weren’t around.
“There aren’t many options for
kids in Oregon to play baseball,
that’s why it’s
so important to
keep this thing
going,” he said.
“The main
problem we've
had is getting
the message to
the community
that we’re here
to stay.”

With  more
budget cuts bar-
reling down on the college, only
tme will tell if Hansen will ever
get his call from the directors. But
the value of baseball at LCC can
always be seen in the face of its
players, who are able to play the
game they love, while earning an
education from one of the top
community colleges in the state.

This is why, Hansen said, the
committee will continue to fight
for a program with its head barely
above water. “We’re doing this
because we know how important
baseball is, how important it is to
this community and how impor-
tant it is to the young men that go
through the program. We believe
strongly that in baseball and oth-
er sports, but especially baseball,
that young men are able to learn
things they can never learn in a
classroom. There’s just something
about this game.”

Your future isn’t waiting for fall.
Neither should you.

Get a jump on your accounting, management or nursing degree by starting this summer.
_Our online courses make enjoying your summer a breeze. Then in the fall you’ll be in the
advanced classes in your major. And you'll be getting ahead in life. So start right now.

Call Eugene Linfield Advisor, Jim Garaventa at 54i~345-5476, Downtown Center, Rm 225,

(jgaraventa®linfield.edu)

Complete your bachelor’s degree in:

* Accounting (Post-bace certificate too!)

* Management

su8dnternational Business

* Business Information Systems

* Arts & Humanities

» Social & Behavioral Sciences

* RN to BSN

Apply by June 8th for summer sé
Jump start your degree completi
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McNamara

Josh Hutchins
'SPORTS ‘EbiTOR

Jordan McNamara broke the Lane

Community Co}lege school record for the
10,000 meter race at the UO’s Oregon |

Invitational last Friday evening.

The former record was held by Ken.:

Martin since 1978 and was 29 min-

utes 40.3 seconds. McNamara’s time of  Jo
29:36.33 was also good enough by almost ~ Alex Sch
five minutes to qualify in that event for
the Northwest Athletic Association of
championships.

- Community Colleges’
The qualifying time was 34:26.27.

“Friday night Jordan did it again, jﬁst _

breaks a record:

so.we battled

Despite Saturday rains, LCC
athletes have a successful meet

fected; the vaults, Jjumps ...
through it.”
The Titans did batte through it, earn-
ing eight more qualifying marks.
Oregon Inwtatlonal

a very significant record,” Director of qu

Track and Field Grady O’ Connor said.

~ “Ken Martin. went on to the UO, Ken ual
Martin currently ranks seventh on the o

UO’s all-time 5K list and is ‘the school

record holder in the steeplechase. So it’s
a pretty significant mark that he beat by .

four seconds.” -

O’Connor added that it was a gutsy
race because McNamara hadn’t been
feeling well leading up to it.

Jordan Horn of California State
Fullerton won the race with a time of
29:02.57. He was the only collegiate ath-
lete ahead of McNamara, the other four
athletes were from professional teams.

Dylan Coleman was also able to score
a qualifying mark Friday evening, his in
the 1,500. He finished with a tme of
4:07.26, the time to beat was 4:08.37.

The Oregon Invitational was held
April 20 and 21. “(Saturday) The day
session was just gloomy,” O’Coonnor said.
“We had some tough weather conditions

and many of the field evepiS__wCre ak-

BASEBALL STATS

4.19.07

_ 60 times. The‘Spokanc women have 82
spots to fill in the NWAACC champlon-; :
ships. The top eight athletes in each event
~will earn points.

Next up for the Titans is the Western
Oregon Twilight meet in Monmouth,
Friday, April 27. “The meet kicks off at
about four o’clock. And they’ll be about a
dozen schools, most of the Southern Re-
gion NWAACC schools and then maybe
a Division IT and III school,” O’Connor
said. “Portland State will be there, the
~only Division I, I believe. Should be a
pretty quality meet as well.”

Monday and Tuesday, April 30 and.
May 1, the NWAACC Heptathlon and
Decathlon Championships take place.
“So now the conference event number

~ one is sneaking up on us,” O’Connor
said. “We’ll have three decathletes and

PHOTO COURTESY OF Ross KREMPLEY

Jordan McNamara at the Oregon Invxtat:lonal April 20. He broke the
school record in the 10,000 and finished sixth overall with a time of
29:36.33.

three heptathletes entered in that compe-

tition up in Spokane. Collin Cram is the
defending champion in that event.”

Cram is ranked first going into the
event with his score of 6,617 points at the
Chico State Decathlon/Heptathlon.

1 " ) CIaSSIerdS

- Help with showers, toileting and personal
care. Hours are flexible. For more infor-

4.24.07
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- Baseball Umpires wanted evenings and
weekends. Umpiring for children’s games.

- $22 minimum for each game. Experience
preferred. Contact Mike Humphreys 206-

1331 or wvbrumpires@msn.com.

5166
LCC’s “2007 Juried Student Art
Show” will be held May 7 through May
24 at the LCC Art Gallery in Bldg 11. The
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(7 -INNINGS)

AB R H BI BB SO _ ; deadline for submissions to the Juried Art

Schlottman () 3 0 0 0 0 0 Schlottman () 3 0 _0 0 0 0 _ Staff Aide (Job ID 492853) in Eugene  Show is Wed, May 2 at 5 p.m.
Leclaire (2b) | Ao TTONNG  Tl | Harrison (cf) 8= 12 3735 SCTE SR ) 30 hours a week. Day Shift, swing shilt. . Onfy currcntly enrolled students at Lane are
Thacker (ph) TN Sl N I T ]fu‘obsun (p) 08 B s hee YD . Contact The Workforce Network/LCC Chgiblﬁ for submissions to the art show, all
bl 0 0L b 6 Buling 9, Reom 206, bmiions it b ey o gy
s (:n - R N Rector(c) e R P Y o Snpport Specialist (Iob D 492762) there is a maximum of two submissions per
Harrison (cf) | ZEuRlE ) S G 1 0 Bavaro (3b) 3+« 1 =00 o8 Sﬂ hours & week day shift. Students ey - Re-r"s-ga- ; ——
Rector (¢) v | P 1 XN MR 2 Parham (ss) VMG e ) G N | L ) ) : contagt The Workfame Netwc_)rk/ wc‘
Ausland (1f R T R e Ty Thacker (2b) R S - - Building 19, Room 266. _ B ot ot vant in R ay hinate Houss
Parham e L 000 o Telephone Solicitor (Job ID 292533) $400mo-+$200 dep No Tweekers! Call

otals 30 hours a week day shift. CGH?E.CT. Thﬁ . Roberta (541) 653-1463 Loy

o vy P4 R e  Workforce Netwmk/LCC Bmldmg 19 ¥ i

IP H R ‘Room 266.

Sweet: Seas : : CAN, CMA, Cu'enger (Job ID# 1277) “Come Join the LCC Computing Club
Lopez (W) 2 0 -0 "% 19

.( Otf-campus job werkmg 40 hours a week.

on Tuesday, May 1 in Building 19, Room
 Assist seniors mth actmues uf daﬂy living, ;

142 at 12 noon to 1 p.m.”

wwwl;nccc.adu/ torch




8

The

APRIL 26, 2007

~ TORCH

THINK ABouT IT

“Do you think Cong;;ss should set a timetable for U.S.
troops to withdraw from lraq?” |

Kirk Stephens
BusiNEss MANAGEMENT
“No. The timetable would

be a reason for groups there to

wait to use their ammunition
to cause havoc.”

Compiled by Ariel Burkhart

Photos by Daniel Barton

"

Baseball
Page 5

in the fifth inning due, in part,
to three errors behind Lopez to
give him the loss. Other than
Jacobson’s three-run double,
Lane was unable to get any-
thing done at the plate to earn
a tough defeat.

Strickland said it was some-
thing that his team must avoid
if they want to make a run at
Clackamas. “The pitchers have
been doing their job, if we
could just play solid defense.
We have guys playing out of
position but these are basically
routine plays that we’re not
making and they’ve cost us.”

“With Clackamas up on us
two games, if we don’t make a
run on them soon, it’s gonna
be very difficult for us to catch
them. I told my players that if
we continue to split double-
headers we’re going nowhere
fast,” he said.

Lane recovered in the sec-
ond game against Chemeketa
to earn a 4-1 victory behind
solid hitting and an inspired
performance on the mound by
Jacobson.

“That second game was
probably the best we’ve played
all season long,” Strickland
said. “Jacobson just shut ‘em
down.”

Trevor Harrison hit a solo
home run in the second inning
and Lane was up 4-0 after the
third. They cruised to the win
on the back of a complete

game, seven-strikeout perfor-

mance by Jacobson, who also
went 1-for-3 from the plate
with an RBI. Harrison finished
2-for-3 with two runs scored
for the Titans, who were not
struck out once in the game.

“I was very encouraged by
the way we played in that sec-
ond game. It says something
about them being resilient,”
Strickland said. “We played
with a lot of passion and emo-
tion and enthusiasm.”

Amy Gurzick
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

“I don’t agree because you
can’t perceive what’s going to:
happen this week or the week
after. It might be setting us up
for a bigger failure.”

Charlie Bottorff
UNDECIDED

“I’'m not quite sure we
should be there in the first

place. I wonder if setting a -

timetable would be more
negative than positive.”

Erick Weidmann
ENGLISH

“Definitely. I don’t think
we have much of a right to be
there anymore. We've done
enough damage.”

Sarayda Lomax
CHILD PsycHoLogY

“Yeah, because I see no
reason for us to be over there;
‘cause they haven’t told us
why we’re even there, what
we’re fighting for.”




