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Board of Education deals with
- PRESSURES AND PROMISES

see page 8

TORCH ARCHIVES / THE TORCH
Lane president Mary Spilde discussed state funding, default rates and
President Obama’s proposal for free community college at the Jan. 15 board
of education meeting.

TAYLOR NEIGH / THE TORCH
English instructor Andrew Viles presents a metaphor about the problem larger
class sizes cause for teachers and students before the Board of Education on
Wednesday, Dec. 10.

Recent board meetings cover budget challenges, state
funding increase and protests of larger class sizes

PeENNY ScoTT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

t was standing room only when several teachers addressed the Board of
Education at the monthly meeting on Dec.10. Each stated that due to
the increase in class sizes, they are unable to give students the time and
individual attention they need.

As a result of the bargaining agreement ratified by the college and the
faculty union last October, fall term saw classes with as many as 28 students
when previously the maximum number was 24.

"When I consider the high-minded goals our community college claims to
champion, I now feel a tremendous disconnect,” instructional support special-
ist and part-time writing instructor Gail Stevenson said.

Stevenson said that in her role at the writing center she is seeing an increase
in students needing help with writing because their teachers don't have time
for them. At the end of her presentation she called the overloading of classes
a blatant affront to the mission of the college and asked for it to stop imme-
diately. '

Writing instructors have been the most vocal on the matter.

"By increasing class sizes, students get less instructional attention, have less
opportunity to participate in class and receive less feedback. Tuition may not

see BOE DECEMBER, page 7

AsLCC
PRESIDENT

RESIGNS

see page 3

MICHAEL WEED

t the Board of Education meeting on Jan. 14 some potentially
positive indicators for the future were discussed. First among
them, Lane president Mary Spilde announced that state fund-
ing for community colleges was increased to $535 million from
he governor’s previous figure of $500 million.

State funding for community colleges took a hit due to the recession of
2008, down 20 percent in 2011 compared to 2007. The governor’s budget
for 2015-2017 proposes $500 million for the Community College Support
Fund, a return to the 2007 level. However, costs have increased since then,
and the proposal is well below 2007 funding in real terms.

Sen. Richard Devlin of Tualatin)and Rep. Peter Buckley of Ashland,
known as the co-chairs, proposed their own budget that increases the CCSF
allocation to $535 million for the biennium. Spilde said "If the May revenue
forecast comes in up and there’s enough money, [that would get us] to 550.
She pointed out that $550 million still wouldn't be enough, however. Col-
leges are seeking a $650 million appropriation.

Commenting on President Obama's proposal to make community col-
leges free, Spilde said that Lane would have to adopt evidence-based in-

see BOE JANUARY, page 7
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commentary

Lane faces mission conflict

The elephant in the room can no longer be ignored

PeNNY ScotT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Lane's current financial
operating shortfall stands at
around $5 million. Fall term
saw an increase in class sizes
and another hike in the cost of
tuition. Continuing to balance
the college budget in these ways
can only lead to fewer enroll-
ments.

At the time of the Board of
Education meeting on Dec.
10, enrollment was down 26.4
percent from the same time
the previous year. By the meet-
ing on Jan. 14 enrollment was
down 16.3 percent.

Lane has been incrementally
increasing tuition for years, re-
sulting in the college becoming
one of the most expensive of
the 17 community colleges in
Oregon. Now, with larger class
sizes, students are paying more
and getting less. For students
who draw the short straw and
find themselves in overloaded
classes, Lane is becoming a bad
bet. 5

It's time to entertain what
some would consider unthink-
able. At the very least it's time
to reevaluate everything about
the college. Can and will Lane
morph into something differ-
ent? Does it need to? It's high
time to take a serious look.

At the December - board
meeting, the elephant in the
room could no longer be ig-
nored. When Chairman Pat
Albright expressed his com-
mitment to Lane's mission of
being a comprehensive college,
Lane president Mary Spilde re-
sponded that this may no lon-
ger be possible.

Offering a wide variety of
programs is a worthy mission.
Unfortunately, this may be a
luxury the college can no lon-
ger afford, and teachers and
students alike are paying the
price. If something doesn't
change, Lane is at risk of fail-
ing in its primary mission of
student success; for some, this
is already happening.

A college's greatest . gift to

" students is teachers of high cali-

ber, of which Lane has its fair
share. However, when teachers
are overworked they can't they
give students proper individual
attention. Worse still, they are
at serious risk of losing their
edge; we simply can't afford to
let that happen.

The biggest losers are the
students. To have a teacher who
is otherwise great and who cares
deeply, but has no time for stu-
dents and can't even remember
their names is a tragedy. I fear
that's where we're headed. At
the December meeting, board
member Rosie Pryor said "I
am a big believer in the com-

prehensive mission of this or-
ganization. I am not interested

‘in chopping off arms and legs,

and I am not interested in pan-
icking, but I am interested in
a full and robust discussion of
options and alternatives and
choices, and I'm not afraid of
having that conversation."

Such a conversation would
have to include careful exami-
nation of data about all college
departments gathered without
prejudice or favor. It would re-
quire that a diverse group of
people with open minds look
into all college matters. This, I
believe, is the most reasonable
and intelligent project that the
college can undertake at this
time.

It's unthinkable to cut off
limbs; we all know that. It is,
therefore, important that those
entrusted with investigating the
college's programs, departments
and finances do not find the
notion of reducing programs
or departments abhorrent. The
reason is simple: Strongly held
positions are the antithesis of se-
rious open investigation. Sadly,
reducing programs or depart-
ments would mean some peo-
ple would lose their jobs, and
it would mean that some Lane
residents would need to go else-
where for an education in their
chosen fields. Trying to be all
things to all people, on the oth-
er hand, is a recipe for weaken-
ing or even losing what we have.

At the January board meet-
ing Spilde announced that state
funding for Oregon community
colleges will potentially increase
from the previously anticipated

$500 million to $535 million,

or even go as high as $550 mil-
lion. “It’s still not enough,” Spil-
de said.

Even

though  President

Barack Obama's proposal to
make community colleges free
could be a game changer, it
would require the Republican
controlled Congress to get on
board with the idea. Therefore,
the proposal is by no means a
slam dunk.

In the interim between the
two board meetings, it's pos-
sible that the default rate prob-
lem was solved, enrollment has
increased by approximately 13
percent, state funding has po-
tentially been increased by $35
million, and Obama put forth
a proposal that has huge upside
potential.

These are positive develop-
ments. However, they are no
reason back off from having the
robust discussion Pryor sug-
gested a month ago. Every week
that goes by, students and teach-
ers are paying a price that is not
their to pay. Student success
must prevail, not later, but now.

The heart and soul of Lane is
its remarkable teachers.

Lane teachers have provided
me with good solid instruction
in various subjects, and they
have nurtured, encouraged, in-
spired, challenged, enlivened
and entertained me. In stark
contrast to my high school ex-
perience, where I was bored out
of my mind, my success at Lane
is a direct result of the dedica-
tion of my teachers.

I readily admit to my strong
bias in believing that teachers are
the linchpins to student success.

An important hallmark of high-

“er education, however, is open

discourse and the exchange of
ideas. So I invite teachers, stu-
dents, college administrators
and staff, in fact anyone, to join
in this important conversation.
January saw unexpected good

news. But none of it is actual or

enough to turn the tide, so Lane
needs to be prepared and ready
to act decisively.

Is Lane attempting to serve
two masters? Given the choice
between the mission of remain-
ing a comprehensive college and
the mission of student success,
which would you choose? Are
these two missions mutually
exclusive ‘if the government
doesn't save the day? Is there a
creative solution that can keep
the college intac? Or, should

the college prepare to downsize?
Let's talk about it.

READER
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Let’s keep the
conversations going
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Warming center proposed for Lane

Houseless students receive unprecedented support

PennY ScotT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Briggs Warming Center, named in memory of recently de-
ceased houseless student Michael Briggs, may soon offer temporary

housing for Lane's houseless students when temperatures drop be- -

low 30 degrees.

"LCC's notion of a warming center would include a dinner and
breakfast, bedding and a place to sleep," Associated Students of
Lane Community College chief-of-staff Robert Schumacher said
addressing the Board of Education on Dec. 10.

Also speaking to the board in support of the center were Public
Safety Chief Jace Smith and Oregon Student Public Interest and
Research Group chair Anthony Molinari.

The idea for the center was originally introduced by Smith who
said that his officers encounter students secking shelter in cars,
buildings, the baseball dugout and in the woods around campus.
He said that because there is no provision for them to stay, Public
Safety officers are compelled to ask them to leave.

Smith stressed the need to act quickly on the matter. He said
that by acting before the season is over the center could make a real
difference to students, adding that for learning, student success and
safety, lack of housing is the biggest impediment.

Both ASLCC and OSPIRG have passed resolutions in favor of
the warming center. Smith said that he has weighed the risk factors
against the benefits and has gained support from local charitable
organizations, including The Egan Warming Center.

The Egan website describes the center as a coalition of commu-
nity members representing service providers, nonprofits, faith and
social activist communities and local government who have come
together since 2008 to ensure that homeless people have shelter dur-
ing extreme cold weather.

Molinari commented that Briggs was an exemplary member
of the Lane campus community. During Schumacher's emotion-
al statement to the board, he said that Briggs touched the lives of
thousands and was a close friend.

A memorial service was held for Briggs on Dec. 11. Approxi-
mately 15 students walked from Building 1 to Briggs' campsite in
the woods west of campus where his ashes were scattered.

At the Board of Education meeting on Jan. 14, Brian Kelly, Vice
President for College Services, said that currently the locations un-
der consideration for the center are Building 5, the Longhouse and
the Center for Meeting and Learning.

During the ensuing discussion, the possibility of providing trans-
port to Egan Warming Center for houseless students, instead of

U RAN THE TORCH
Mary Binford spreads the ashes of Michael Briggs at his
campsite on the west side hills of campus on Thursday, Dec. 11.

housing them on campus was offered as an alternative solution.

If a center does open on campus, Egan would provide volun-
teers, food and other necessities for the operation of the center.
Lane would provide the space.

The board passed a motion authorizing the college administra-
tion to respond in the best way possible. Pat Albright added that
the situation should be treated as an emergency to ensure help for
houseless students before the next freeze.

Power shifts in student government

Winter term starts on an emotional note

NicoLe Runp
REPORTER

Michael Weed resigned from
his elected position as student
government president at the
commencement of winter term,
citing health and personal rea-
sons. The announcement was
made at the senate meeting
Wednesday, Jan. 7 by Malisa
Ratthasing, who succeeds him
as president.

Weed and Ratthasing ran to-
gether in Spring of 2014 on a
platform of bringing more com-
munity to the campus. “I'm go-
ing to continue the work that
we started last year,” Ratthasing
said.

She reiterated the three

TORCH ARCHIVE

Melisa Ratthasing stepped
into the position of
president.

vice-president and treasurer.

During the meeting, Mari-
ana Paradones was appointed
as Campus Community Di-
rector, vacating the position of
president pro-tempore. Sena-
tor Felicia Dickinson was then
elected president pro tempore.
Dickinson will fill in for Rat-
thasing when she is temporarily
unavailable to fulfill her presi-
dential duties.

The position of Sustainabili-
ty Coordinator was filled by the
appointment of Daniel Pollock.
Weed, the previous Sustain-
ability Coordinator, will be on
hand to help Pollock transition
into the position.

Ratthasing said that student
government is moving forward

TORCH ARCHIVE
Michael Weed resigned
from his ASLCC presidency.

points of focus that her admin-

istration will continue to have ing students and senators, 'Go

and focused on recruiting stu-

said. “He was my best friend. dents interested in attending an

going forward: tuition and text-
book affordability, sexual assault
prevention and SoJust union
support.

Ratthasing joked that she

had become accustomed to tell-

see Michael’ when they came to
her with questions or issues, but
she realizes now they will have
to speak to her.

“It's very sad that Michael
had to step down,” Ratthasing

He was a mentor and like a fa-
ther figure to me. He’s a very
private person. He was the pres-
ident and needed to be strong.”

Treasurer Ashley Jackson
will assume more duties as both

upcoming rally Feb. 12 at the
state capital.

Weed was contacted by The
Torch for comment on his
resignation, but he did not re-
spond by press time.

Strides towards
making college

education free

Obama proposes
new plan

LisaAMARIe Lusk
REPORTER

President Obama called for
expanded higher education ac-
cess for Americans during his
address at Pellissippi State Com-
munity College in Knoxville,
Tenn. on Jan. 9. “Today, I'm
announcing an ambitious new
plan to bring down the cost
of community college tuition
in America. I want to bring it
down, to zero,” Obama said. “I
want to make it free.”

The plan, dubbed America's
College Promise, calls for free
education for students during
their first two years at commu-
nity colleges.

Obama chose Tennessee to
unveil his proposal because
the state is already implement-
ing progressive ideas regarding
higher education. PSCC is roll-
ing out its own version of free
community college, called Ten-
nessee’s Promise, in fall 2015.
Obama named Americas Col-
lege Promise after the Tennessee
program.

“I hope that Congress will
come together to support it,
because opening the doors of
higher education shouldn’t be a
democratic or a republican is-
sue,” Obama said. “This is an

American issue.”

The president said what mat-
ters most is effort and meri,
adding that there will be no
free rides and students will be
expected to work hard. Obama
stressed that while individual
outcomes would vary, the op-
portunity for obtaining a higher
education would be equal for
everyone.

“The value of education is
not purely instrumental. Educa-
tion helps us be better people, it
helps us be better citizens,” he
said. “A college degree is the sur-
est ticket to the middle class.”

The plan would include ex-
panding technical training pro-
grams at community colleges
and simplifying financial aid ap-
plications by making the forms
shorter and easier to fill out.

To be eligible, students
would need to attend commu-
nity college at least half-time,
maintain a 2.5 GPA and make
steady progress toward complet-
ing programs.

The program would also re-
quire that community colleges
have programs offering transfer-
able credits to a four year col-
lege or occupational training
programs with high graduation
rates. Federal funding would
cover three-fourths of the cost
and participating states with
qualified colleges would become
partners, contributing the re-
maining funds to cover tuition.

Further information can be
found on the whitehouse.gov
website briefing room.

THE TORCH / FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2015
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Peace center chairman
teaches global awareness

Students taught community values as linchpin to peace

DanieL RoARK
REPORTER

Dr. Stan Taylor teaches en-
vironmental politics and a se-
quence of peace and conflict
classes at the Lane Commu-
nity College Longhouse. “I'm a
teacher-activist and I do teach-
ing as a form of activism. My
goal with students is to teach
things that are relevant to their
current lives and to make them
aware of who they are in relation
to the world around them,” Tay-
lor said.

Taylor has been involved in
activism all his life. He graduat-
ed high school in 1969 and came
of age during the Vietnam era, a
time of anti-war protests, envi-
ronmental activism and struggle
for minority rights. He avoided
the draft as a conscientious ob-
jector due to his involvement

with the Quaker church.

" Taylor claims not to be an
anarchist but an activist who be-
lieves in community values. He
holds multiple degrees, a bache-
lor’s, a master’s, a law degree and
most recently a Ph.D. in politi-
cal science. He emphasizes to his
students the importance of legal
processes through civil rights
and liberties.

As chairman of the Lane
Peace Center he aims to teach
peace in a world beset by war,
racism, poverty and environ-
mental destruction. “Fostering
peace through education is the

objective,” Taylor said. He seeks
to eliminate inequality based on
race, gender, economics and the
marginalization of the ordinary
person.

“One of the things that I love
and appreciate about Stan is his
tenacious work and collabora-
tion with others to bring aware-
ness, dialog and transformative
action on the path toward creat-
ing world peace,” Susie Cousar,
teacher of Global Health and
Sustainability at LCC, said.

About a decade ago, Taylor
initiated a series of college-wide
meetings and founded the Peace
Center to promote individual,
community, national and world
peace. Today, an all-volunteer
staff handles the events that lead
up to the Spring Symposium.
The two themes considered

" for this year are: Peace through

Compassion and Climate Jus-
tice.

During a November class he
focused on bioengineering and
genetically modified organisms.
According to Taylor, this is an
invasion of genes accomplished
either electrically or with gold
particles to create a fissure in the
gene which allows it to combine
with other genes and creates
new, man-made foods.

Consequences can vary, not-
ed Taylor, from giant mice to
pigs with the hide of a cow. An
important thing to remember,
he related, is that the contami-
nation of genes is another type

AMANDA IRVIN / THE TORCH

Stan Taylor tells his environmental politics class about some of the history of the Longhouse on

Wednesday, Jan. 14.

of pollution due to cross-polli-
nation. He noted how GMOs
are stronger and eventually take
over by colonizing with the
original species and overwhelm-
ing it.

The students’ level of partici-
pation was impressive, keeping
Taylor on his toes with their
queries he said. One student
brought up the question of re-
ligious connotations and the

“God” complex. Taylor replied

that the scientific community
holds to the bioethics code
which allows them to continue
their research without guilt.

He gave the “Green Revolu-
tion” as an example. After World
War II, pesticides and chemical
fertilizers were introduced to the
farmlands of India, giving crops
an initial boost. In the long run,
however, the soil was literally
killed and could no longer sus-
tain agriculture. Taylor claimed

that research shows how an in-
crease in immunodeficiency sta-
tistics is attributed to 30 years of
genetically modified food con-
sumption by humans.

“Dr. Taylor’s pedagogy is bal-
anced well for engaging students
with topics relevant to today and
critical for tomorrow’s health
and well-being,” Cory Kalcich,
2nd year student and sustain-
ability coordination program
major said.

Student senate ratifies five open chairs

Senate hugs reach record high

LisaMARIE Lusk
REPORTER

Associated Students of Lane
Community College’s Vice Pres-
ident, Malisa Ratthasing, began
the senate meeting on Jan. 7 by
announcing the resignation of
President Michael Weed who,
for health reasons, stepped down
from his position.

Ratthasing, successor to the
president, stepped down from
her VP position and announced
that, according to the directives
of the ASLCC bylaws and. con-
stitution, her official position
is now president of the student
body. No vote was required.

The first order of business was

to vote on a motion to appoint
Ashley Jackson as vice-president.
Ratthasing praised Jackson say-
ing that she deserved the posi-
tion. “I chose the person with
the purest intent,” she said add-
ing that Jackson is a role model
for other people to follow.

The motion passed 6-0 and
Jackson became the new vice-

president of the ASLCC Student

body. Jackson’s first duty in her

new role was to call the meeting
to an official start ac 5:12 p.m.,
pounding the gavel on the table
for the first time.

Other positions ratified dur-
ing the senate meeting were
Daniel Pollock as Sustainability
Coordinator and Mariana Pare-

Associated Students

dones for Campus Community
Director. Felicia Dickinson be-
came President Pro Tempore,
prevailing over Senators Scott
Compton and Anastasia Vail for
the position.

Summer Manier tearfully re-
signed as Director of State Af-
fairs for personal reasons. This
led to a motion for a group hug
which passed on a 5-0 vote. This

was one of two group hugs that
were voted on and passed during
the meeting and the third since
the beginning of fall term.

Senate meeting highlights
for Jan. 14: Funds were granted
for the The Sex Symposium on
Friday Jan. 23 at the Center for
Meeting and Learning. Brittney
Healy reported that the Snack
Shack will now be carrying ta-
quitos and corndogs. She is
waiting for approval on other
food items and also the ability
to take debit cards. SoJust an-
nounced that their retreat the
previous weekend was a success;
the group spent three nights dis-
cussing group goals, bylaws and
recruiting,

TRiIO
SEEKING

SUPPORT
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS?

TRiO students
are twice as likely

to earn a degree.

Save time and money!

Stop by TRiO Office
Bldg. 1,Rm 219
for more
information.
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2ed more
than a bandage

Need help signing up? The Lane County Community Health Centers are partners with Oregon Health Plan and Healthcare.gov. They
have certified staff available to meet with you, get your questions answered, and help you find what type of coverage is right for you.

Call (541) 682-3585 to set up an appointment.
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SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Basketball season continues for
women’s and men'’s teams

Womens Basketball

ORNEIGH / THE TORCH
Belle Diouf finished the game with 10 points in the Titans
56-47 win on over the Clackamas Cougars on Saturday, Jan. 10.

Mens Basketball

TAYLOR NEIGH / THE TORCH

Jamel Merriweather with a rim touching layup as the mens basketball team lost to New Hope

83-67 on Friday, Dec 12.

TORCH ASTROLOGY

Aries

Lucky numbers are 5, 23 and 11.

Taurus

friend. Lucky numbers are 12, 14 and 3.

Gemini

&' Lucky numbers this week are 2, 5 and 13.

Cancer

listen. Your silent strength is all that's needed.
Lucky numbers this week are 15, 8 and 6.

" Virgo

% Lucky numbers this week are 3, 4 and 7.

March 21 — April 19

This week things takes a positive turn. Your schedule might be
hectic, but you've got what it takes to get through everything
you need to do. What doesn't get done, doesn't matter.

April 20 — May 20

Get your thinking into gear and get as much done early in the
week as you can. The rewards will be well worth it. Later in the
week someone will need more of your time. Be prepared to be a

May 21 — June 20

This week could bring a new and unexpected love interest.
Take things slowly, and you'll be glad you did. This person
needs space. Be alert to nuances in communications.

June 21 — July 22

Fortune favors you this week. A lucky break could be coming
your way offering a new approach to projects that will pay divi-
dends for you later. Things could get shaky in love this week if
you're self-absorbed. Lucky numbers are 6, 7 and 9.

Leo July. 23 — Aug. 22

It's best to leave other people's problems for them to sort out.
Don't offer advice. This is a time for you to step back and really

Aug. 23 — Sept. 22

" Your considerable strengths will come to the fore this week.
| Expect fast progress on projects. Those around you will be
| happy to help. Have the humility to graciously accept.

Libra

Jept, 23 — Oct. 22

Be open to the concerns of others. There's much you can learn
from taking your attention off your own needs temporarily. The
tide will turn in your favor through generosity.

Lucky numbers this week are 11, 12 and 3.

Scorpio Oct. 23 — Nov. 21

This is a week for you to be in charge. Take on a leadership
role, and you'll shine. People will be receptive if you show your
strengths. Don't take on too much. Someone might try to upset
you just to test your strength. Lucky numbers 3, 4 and 8.

Sagittarius Nov. 22 — Dec. 21

- You might be asked to go on a special date. Don't be surprised if

someone gives you an unexpected gift. This is a week of surprises
f you remain open. -

. Lucky numbers this week are 2,13 and 9.

Capricom Dec. 22 — Jan. 19

- This might be a good week to go out on a limb with a creative
. project. Don't let insecurities about your ability hold you back.

If you are in a relationship, your partner needs to sort out some-

- thing. Lucky numbers 2, 14 and 8.

Aq uarius Jan. 20 — Feb. 18
Laugh off trivial matters this week. There's nothing worth getting

upset about. This is a great week for just flowing with the river.

X Watch how things come to you when you do.
| Ducky numbers are 1, 14 and 7.

Pisces ~ Feb. 19 — March 20
You will have the opportunity to help people in need this week.

. Make sure the need is genuine and be careful not to go overboard.

Let balance be your watchword. Your love life is looking great.

| Lucky numbers 13, 1 and 11.

THE TORCH / FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2015



NEWS & FEATURES

7

Math instructor helps students overcome hurdles

Students give insights on instructor’s teaching skills

ARUNIMA BHATTACHARJEE
REPORTER

Math can be a difficult subject for
many students, and good teacher can
make all the difference to those who
might be struggling. Lane math teacher
Stephen Selph has received high praise
from students for helping them succeed
and move through their fears.

“He is by far the best math teacher I
have ever had and math does not come
easy to me,” third year engineering and
management major Naomi Boe said. “He
is so patient and organized. He gives time
to all of his students.”

Selph teaches integral calculus and col-
lege algebra. Since spring term, he has
also been offering college algebra classes
online. "I find calculus hard, but he
makes the concepts as clear as it possibly
could be,” Boe said. “He never made me
feel like any question is stupid.”

Boe previously attended Selph’s math
111, college algebra class and in fall term
was enrolled in his calculus 2, integral cal-
culus class.

Inside the classroom students work
in groups, and to provide them with ad-
ditional help Selph makes instructional
math videos which he uploads to Moodle.
He frequently checks his students’ under-
standing of the materials, has office hours
every day and tutors at the Lane Math Re-

source Center.

“The instructor has a huge impact on
how well you understand math,” third
year University of Oregon geology major
Spencer Jones said.

Jones chose to learn math at Lane
because he wasn't confident in the UO
teacher’s ability to provide enough infor-
mation for him to pass the class. Jones is
currently studying integral calculus, a sec-
ond term course at Lane.

“Stephen really wants to make his stu-
dents succeed in math and LCC, com-
paratively, has a very good Math Resource
Center,” Jones said.

Selph has a 4.9 ranking from a possible
5 on ratemyprofessors.com where 41 stu-
dents ranked his teaching ability. "Steve
made calculus accessible and interesting,
He is a very gifted and kind teacher and 1
would recommend him to anyone taking
calculus. Thank you Steve!" commented
one respondent.

Selph, born in San Francisco, CA,
graduated with degrees in math and phys-
ics from Trinity University in San Anto-
nio, Texas and received a master’s degree
in applied mathematics from Northwest-
ern University in Evanston, IL.

Before starting at Lane in 1998, he and
his wife were Peace Corps volunteers and
lived in Zimbabwe for two years, teaching
math and english to high school students.

AMANDA IRVIN / THE TORCH

Stephen Selph discusses with his Calculus | class the function of X.

“I really enjoy teaching mathematics,”
Selph said. “I try to be very encouraging
about students coming to me and work-
ing individually, especially those who fear
math.”

“Stephen’s ability to transmit concepts
to the students is very thoughtful and

clear,” Math Resource Center tutor John
Steele said. “It is very evident when I tu-
tor his students, they know the concepts
very well.”

In winter term, Selph will be teaching
online college algebra and differential cal-
culus, the first term calculus course.
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go up, but the students are getting less
education for their money," writing in-
structor Kenneth Zimmerman said. "I
don't believe this is a proper strategy for
a public education institution dedicated
to student success.”

. The message from teachers was that
students are not getting what they pay
for and that the college has chosen a
course of action that contradicts Lane's
mission of student success.

"For students, they [the results of
larger classes] represent a sort of hidden
increase in tuition. Crowded together
and receiving less of their instructors’ at-
tention both in and out of class will con-
tinue to be a great loss to teachers and
students alike," English instructor Sue
Williams said.

English and writing instructor An-
drew Viles stated that the college could
immediately and unilaterally bring an
end to the bargaining agreement that al-
lows the class size increases. He said that
he knew of no teachers or union mem-
bers who would object.

Turning his attention to LCCEA
President Jim Salt, who entered into
the agreement on behalf of the teachers,
Viles said Salt would not object to the
agreement being undone.

College president Mary Spilde dis-
closed that enrollment for winter term
was down 26.4 percent compared to the
same time last year. The possibility of a
further tuition increase was also offered
into the board discussion.

As is th‘eir custom, board members
didn't respond directly to those who
came to speak. They did, however, make
comments at the end of the meeting.

Board member Rosie Pryor invited

Spilde and faculty leadership to go back
to the drawing board and refigure class
sizes. She added that they would need to
come back with an explanation of where
funds could be found to replace the an-
ticipated financial benefit from the cur-
rent agreement.

Board member Gary LeClair ex-
pressed his concern over the falling en-
rollment rate calling it a drastic decrease.
He said that the college is experiencing
decreases in virtually everything. Calling
for fast action, he said he welcomed cre-
ative solutions.

Board member Matt Keating said
he appreciated the teachers organizing,
coming forward and tipping the board
members off to the larger issues the col-
lege faces.

The Lane Faculty Council, which
contributes to the quality of education.
at Lane as the deliberative faculty rep-
resentative group on academic matters,
is surveying teachers to determine the
ways in which increased class sizes and
decreased enrollment are impacting stu-
dents.

Larger classes effectively mean fewer
classes, and it is not known how many
students may be missing out altogether.
Teachers are being asked to provide in-
formation regarding the number of stu-
dents they turn away from any given
class.

At the Jan. 9 council meeting, how-
ever, teachers said that some students see
that a class is full and turn away without
making contact with the teacher. The
council is in the early stages of gathering
data and members are still determining
which factors are impacting the situation
and in what ways.

stitutional reforms to improve student
outcomes, so it would not be a free ticket
for the college. _

Nationally projected costs for Obama’s
free college proposal are $60 billion over
ten years. "Of course it’s unclear where
that funding would come from or wheth-
er this has got any chance in a divided
congress, but this is sure to be a topic of
conversation when board members are in
D.C. for the legislative summit later this
month," Spilde said.

Regarding Lane being in danger of
crossing the 30 percent default rate on
student loans for three consecutive years,
the Board of Education members ap-
peared to breathe a collective sigh of re-
lief when Spilde reported that Lane may
not be in danger of losing federal student
loan funding after all.

Preliminary data shows that students
from the 2012 cohort will likely have a
default rate under the critical 30 percent
threshold. Additionally, it may be pos-
sible to reduce the 2011 cohort default
rate to under 30 percent by removing 31
borrowers from the calculation because
the U.S. Department of Education has
no record of them. Either way, Lane’s de-
fault rate would not be over 30 percent
three years in a row.

Spilde thanked Director of Financial
Aid Helen Faith and her team for their
work in analyzing the data, commenting
that searching for mistakes is intense and
tedious work.

So far at board meetings writing in-
structors have been the most vocal in
complaining about increased class sizes.

At the January meeting, however, me-
dia arts photography instructor of 31
years Dan Welton has his say.

: TAYLOR NEIGH / THE TORCH
Photography instructor Dan Welton
speaks about overloaded classes at
the board of education meeting on
Wednesday, Jan. 14.

Welton said that when he started
teaching at Lane he had 15 students in
his classes. Since then, he added, cam-
eras have become more complex which
means it takes much more time to teach
just the basics of camera operation.

"Now I am expected to teach 27
students in what is called enhanced
[classes], which is a euphemism for
overcrowding,” Welton said, adding
that his workload has not doubled. It
has tripled.

He said that the way he is expected
to teach photography is not feasible and
that he can no longer offer students in-
dividual support.

Welton emphasized that cutting sec-
tions means decreased class availability
for students. He said that for the college
this results in a self-fulfilling prophecy
where enrollments keep going down.

Regarding the effect on students who
are in larger classes Welton said "I had a
student last term who said I feel like I'm
going to Lane Cattle College. I'm being
herded into overcrowded pens, stuff fed
and not being helped.”
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International student
population rises

Education opportunities offered at
Lane for overseas students

DaemioN Lee
REPORTER

This fall, LCC boosted its enroll-
ment of international students by 36
from last year, bringing the total to
321, a record for the institution and an
increase of 45 percent since 2010.

At a time when enrollment is declin-
ing, these students are one segment of
the student body that is growing. They
are now about three percent of enrolled
students, and the rise is set to continue.
The college aims for a student popula-
tion that is 10 percent international by
2020, accdrding to Jennifer Falzerano,
director of LCC’s International Pro-
grams.

International students at Lane now
come from 43 countries. Saudi Arabia,
China and South Korea send the most,
according to records from the college’s
International Programs. About half
enroll in credit classes. The other half
enroll in Lane's English as a Second
Language program.

The rise in global wealth, especially
in China, and the esteemed reputation
of American schools abroad, has driven
the increase of international students in
the U.S. says Falzerano.

Though international students usu-
ally prefer the East and West Coasts,
Oregon is not yet well-known. “Some-
times our students have to get to know
Oregon,” Falzerano said. They know of
San Francisco and Seattle, she stated,

“but the state in between has yet to be-
come much of an international desti-
nation. _

Compared to other schools in the
U.S., Lane offers a quality education
that is affordable, according to Falzer-
ano. “We have a really good ESL (Eng-
lish as a Second Language) program,”
Falzerano said. “Our program costs
about one-third of what it costs to go
to University of Oregon. A lot of in-
ternational students will come here for
that reason.”

Falzerano says she thinks many

- AUGUST FRANK / THE TORCH
Below the windows of Lane’s Multi-Cultural Center, a banner depicting
many different cultures hangs in Building 1.

students learn about Lane by word of
mouth. They start at the: University of
Oregon and then discover that LCC is
much cheaper. Most international stu-
dents at Lane plan to go on to another
college or university to earn a four-year
degree.

Hai Nguyen, from Hanoi, Viet-
nam, is in the Lane ESL program and
his classmates come from countries
across the world, including Japan,
Venezuela, and China. Like many
Lane students, Nguyen has just gradu-
ated high school and is attending col-
lege to earn an associate's degree. He
said he plans to get a bachelor's degree
in environmental science so he can
help to solve his country's environ-
mental problems.

Cesare Bigolin, a student from Italy,
is taking credit classes. Bigolin com-
pleted his last year of high school at
South Eugene before coming to Lane
to study for his associate's degree as a
pre-med student. “My mom always
asked for English native speaker baby-
sitters,” Bigolin said concerning how
he first learned English. “It has been a
lot of help for me,” he said, though he
admitted the first couple of months in
the U.S. were difficult because he was
accustomed to British slang.

The increase in international stu-
dents is consistent with trends across the
United States. An estimated 886,000
international students were studying in
the country last year, an eight percent
increase from the year before and an
all-time high according to the Institute
for International Education.

In Oregon, LCC ranks fifth out of
all colleges and universities for inter-
national enrollment. University of Or-
egon has the highest number at 4,083,
according to data compiled by the In-
tstitute for International Education.
The University of Oregon is followed
by Oregon State University, Portland
State University, Portland Community
College and then Lane.

Studént Groups: .
~ Black Student Union, Building 19 Rocm
- 239, 11am-1pm o
~ Students For L|fe CIub Bmlding 1 Room
222 1-2p.m. L
- Anime cmb Bulldmg 19, Room 232
. 3-5pm.
Spore. : e
Drop in Weights, Buxldmg 5 Welght Room
130, 415—630pm. $5perterm L
Saturday,. . !
 Student Groups: L ' .
‘Gaming Group Meetmg, Dawntown Cam--.
 pus, Building 61, Room 420, 9 a.m. -5 pm.
Buckner Drawing Group, Buu!dmg 10_'
 Room 124/125 10am-1 pm s :
. -Sports s .
- Womens Basketball Vs Mt Hood Bu;ld-
- ing 5, Gymnas#um 202 and 203, 2-4 p.m..
Men's Basketball Vs. Mt, Hood Buudmg 5.
:-. Gymnaslu’ 202 and203 4—6pm =

theTO RCH

i -,__.Evenis_ - !
'Naﬁv_e_ American Craft Night, Buﬂdmg 3

an. 1‘!

~ Building 3, Room 216, 12-1 p.m. Bring a bag *
~ lunch, and take part inan open dialogue with
veterans

 LCCTORCH.cOM

ags 'falks Veterans Semces

Keys to Success WOrkshop, Bmldmg ce

 Room 224,2:30-4p.m.

Student Groups

 Asian Pacific lslander Student Umon
'Buildmg t Room 224, 130-3p m.
~ Sports: '
- Men's Basketball at Lmn-Benton, Linn-
~ Benton Commumty Coﬂege Gym 7:30-9:30

p.m.

i Thursday, Jan. 22

45yrs ef Photography'Lecture, Building
11, Main Art Gallery Reoephon 119R,

" 3—5pm . -

- .Student Groups -

. Gender and Sexuality Alhance, Bunldmg 1.

Room 224, 2-3 p.m. -

 OSPIRG Kick Off Meeting, Buﬂdmg 17
"Roam3io.

* Fencing CIub Bulldmgs Gym 203

~ 6459pm.

. ik : i
~ Dropin Welghts Bulldings WelghtRoom

- 130 4 15—6 30pm $5 perterm
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