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Bonnie Simoa, lead dance faculty instructor,
performs a traditional Balinese dance — the
Legong Kutir — in front of Lane Child Care
children and onlookers on the second floor of

« S ;

the Center Building on Wednesday, April 6.
... I know ; ; it

They caught wind that I was going to do

C h i l d ren l ove it Simoa said. “So they wanted to come and I

know children love it because it’s like I become a

L] b ’
lt b ecause 1 t S superhero {...] It’s the same way in Bali too. The
children love to see the dances.”

l Zke I b ecome a Simoa, who has been studying Balinese dance
» since 1996, responded quite positively to the
superhero ... e T

child audience.

— Bonnie Simoa “How the weight is carried is quite compli-
Lead faculty, Dance ~ cated. There are these beautiful serpentine lines
that run through the body in relation to gravity
and it’s not logical where the weight is in those
beautiful shapes,” Simoa said. “So it wasn’t until
[six] years ago that I felt like I could do it well
enough to be able to wear the costume while I

was doing it.”
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.working on multimedia projects.

Jeffery Osborns / theTorch
Brian Haimbach, lead faculty with Theatre Arts,
leads a discussion about how media arts students
can collaborate with performing arts students while

theTorch // www.lectorch.com

on film.
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By JoHN HUGHES
PHOTOJOURNALIST

Both Media Arts and Theatre majors got a chance
to build their respective skills at last week’s Visiting
Artist Series. Brian Haimbach, Theatre Arts faculty,
led a workshop focused on the relationship between
directors and actors on Friday, April 8, in Building 17’
Media Arts studio. Haimbach focussed on topics such
as how to prepare scripts and how to communicate
with actors in order to get believable performances

Hughes / theTorch

Laghts, camera, act!

“Students get to hear career advice directly from

experts in the field, people who have spent their lives
working in media arts,” Jeff Goolsby, Multimedia
Department coordinator, said. “Whether it’s graphic
design, filmmaking, acting, recording studios, concept
development or other media arts professions.”

The Visiting Artist Series has hosted a variety of
incredibly talented and knowledgeable professionals
— from Don Carson, a concept artist who designed
Toon Town for Disney World, to Brian Conery, a
renowned graphic designer from the Bay Area.
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André Casey / theTorch

The Math Skills Fair drew eight high schools to Lane in a competition of speed and endurance.
Crow High School student (right) works on simplifying an algebra problem during the timed relay.
The fair has been happening at Lane every year since 1978.
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GET 'EM HOOKE

Torch boxes more than just an eyesore

By JEFF HARRISON
ENGLISH TEACHER
You know those big blue obnoxious metal
boxes that are scattered around campus, with
huge blank spaces for advertisements? They're
ostensibly Torch boxes — I eventually looked in
one and saw a few copies of the Torch stacked
up in there — but they're actually much more
disquieting.
Those large rectangular blank frames are
intended for ads. In my writing classes, as part
of my goal to help students improve their critical

thinking skills, we examine the ways media, espe-
cially commercial media, try to manipulate us to
do things that might not be in our best interests
(mainly, buy stuff). These media bombard us
constantly, and I believe that writing, thinking
and reading are skills that can strengthen our
resistance to that bombardment.

So imagine my chagrin when I noticed recently
that one of the boxes features, in the unoccupied
advertising frame, a big fish hook and the phrase
"Get 'em hooked!" Lane is inviting corporations
to place an ad in that space that will successfully

turn our students into fish blindly biting into some
attractive bait and "getting hooked" — exactly
what I exert tremendous energy trying to help
our students avoid.

It's enough to make ya crazy! The very institu-
tion which hires me to, I thought, teach students
to think, to write, to read — to discover, as John
Trudell and Paolo Freire would put it, that they
are human beings — is trying to turn them into
blind, thoughtless fish, biting at the next pretty
hook that comes along.

Dang.

Photography by User: MrX

Editor’s note: Statements and opinions expressed in this article are solely that of the author,
and may not be shared by the staff and management of The Torch.
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MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

OFFERS SECOND CHANCES

Sponsors, Inc. helps people transition from incarceration to school

BY MIGUEL SANCHEZ-RUTLEDGE
REPORTER

Life after prison can be difficult, but there's something
that can help. The six-year-old Mentorship Program
annually helps over 100 people in the Eugene and
Springfield area integrate back into society after being
behind bars. The coordinators believe that Lane has
been an integral part of this process.

“It’s our best community resource,” Andrew
Provencher, volunteer outreach coordinator, said. “It
is not exactly an easy sell [finding mentors]. We will do
a presentation somewhere and, frankly, I am happy if
I get even one mentor. I've done presentations at LCC
where we get four or five ”

The program works in reorienting former inmates
back into society and in helping them find resources
to support themselves.

Sponsors Incorporated was started in 1973, and
spawned The Mentorship Program evolved from that
organization, and started in 2010. The Second Chance
Act, passed in 2008 by President George W. Bush,
allocated $362 million to create opportunities like this.

The Mentorship Program is a non-profit organization.
There are no costs for participants, and once each mentor
and mentee are paired together they stay together for
a full year. Each matched pair receives $100 to spend
on activities. The money is to help the mentors and
mentees foster a better relationship with each other
and to prevent any financial restrictions between them.

As a non-profit organization, Sponsors relies on
outside money from the community to continue pro-
grams they have implemented. They believe that these
opportunities benefit not only people coming out of
prison or jail, but also better society as a whole.

“We do accept donations from community members
and organizations,” Provencher said.

“We write a lot of grants at the federal level, state
level, and county level”

Mentees within this program often attend Lane, as
in the case with some of the employees that are part of
the Mentorship Program, Provencher said. The school
provides a way for people to reorient and better them-
selves. Lane also provides help in other ways than just
education.

This next year the mentorship will get a grant of $1
million for new projects being developed to help the
mentees. Part of the new projects is the ability for the
Mentorship Program to contact and create a match for
a mentee while they are still in prison or jail to make the
transition from release easier. The program is getting
ready to start matching mentors with mentees this April.
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DOWNTOWN EUGENE

ver, Pacific University

1f you've dreamed of being a t
in downtown Eugene can get you there. With flexible
full and part-time programs that build on your LCC
credits, you can earn a bachelor’s or master’s degree
and teaching license on your schedule.

Interested in Teacher Education
or a Master of Social Work Degree?

Sponsored by resent your résume
LCC Career Center ~ « Free raffle and prizes Meet with an Admissions Counselor from Pacific University
lanecc.edu/careercenter =~ "« FREE event Wednesday, April 27, at LCC

541.463.5223 : Make an appointment through the LCC Counseling Center

(541) 463-3200
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Community College =

Professional Credit Service = Robert Half » Express Employment
Professionals » Skyes Enterprises * Addis HomeCare ¢ FCR » Sharis
Cafe and Pies » Three Rivers Casino Resor/Confederated Tribes of

Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw lndians = Richardson Sports

4000 East 30th Ave, Eugene, OR

pacificu.edu/Eugene

his event contact the Center for Accessible Resources at
anecc.edu.

To request accommaodations that will favilitate your full particip
iaast one week in advance at 541.463.5150 or AccessibleResources




