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Instructor incarcerated

Eugene priest and part-time
college instructor convicted on
prostitution charges

IAN TRAUTMAN
REPORTER

Local priest and part-time Lane faculty
member Daniel MacKay has been convicted
on three counts of prostitution and will serve
a 90-day sentence.

MacKay began teaching as a part-time
instructor in English composition at Lane
Community College in 2008. After the arrest,
Lane placed MacKay on paid administrative
leave. At the time of publication, Lane has yet
to formally review his employment status.

MacKay was also part-time faculty
member at Northwest Christian University.
He was placed on unpaid leave in October
and is no longer employed at NCU.

MacKay began duties as a priest at St.
John the Wonderworker Orthodox Church
in the Whiteaker neighborhood of Eugene
in 2011.

In Oct. 2016, MacKay was arrested for
10 counts of four different offenses - one
count of attempting to use a minor to traffic

a controlled substance,
in this case cocaine; four
counts of prostitution;
three counts of endan-
gering the welfare of a
minor; and one count
of sexual misconduct.

The drug charge that
MacKay faced is a felony
offense. Prostitution,
endangering the welfare
of a minor and sexual
misconduct are all mis-
demeanor offenses in
Oregon.

All counts of welfare
endangerment were for
allegedly causing or per-
mitting an unmarried
person under eighteen
to witness sexual conduct. The single count
of sexual misconduct was for allegedly engag-
ing in sexual intercourse with an unmarried
person under the age of 18.

According to the Register Guard, the
Western American Diocese of the Serbian
Orthodox Church announced it had sus-
pended MacKay from church duties pending
the outcome of his criminal case and a

MUuGSHOT OF DANIEL
MacKay COURTESY OF LANE
COUNTY SHERRIFF'S OFFICE

separate investigation
being conducted by
church officials.

MacKay was
arrested in October
during a sting opera-
tion performed by the
Eugene police. A detec-
tive from the Eugene
Police Department
posed as the minor,
age 17 at the time, and
arranged a meeting
with MacKay. The
minor was arrested in
September on prostitu-
tion charges. According
to the Register Guard,
the prosecution dis-
missed her charges so
she could testify.

MacKay was indicted by a grand jury
in Oct. 2016. The trial was initially set for
Jan. 31, 2017, but was postponed to Feb. 22.

The felony drug charge was dropped
prior to the trial. The defense provided
evidence from hair analysis indicating that
MacKay had not taken cocaine in the past
year and a half.

According to Patrick White, Lane alumni
and occasional church volunteer who has
known MacKay for the past year and
attended the trial, the police found a white
powder in MacKay’s possession during the
arrest, which was later found to be an incense
powder for church practices.

“It came down to a girl who changed her
story from the police, her story from the
grand jury was different to the trial jury.
She changed her stories,” White said.

MacKay filed a motion requesting that
the court disclose the minor’s testimony to
the grand jury and all applicable notes. As of
the end of the trial, the grand jury records
were not made public.

The trial focused on communications
between MacKay and the minor via text
messages, MacKay’s communications with
others, MacKay’s receipts and the testimo-
nies of Detective Curtis Newell, MacKay,
and the minor.

The defense argued that MacKay's inter-
actions with the minor were no different
than with other homeless people he had a
record of assisting. He did not deny giving
her money, but he argued that he provided
assistance because she appeared homeless
and in need.

See PRIEST on page 4



theTorch // www.lcctorch.com

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

theTorch

THE INDEPENDENT
STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF
LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

THE STAFF
Editor-in-Chief

Kira Jones
Production Director
Jeffery Osborns
News Director
Ashleigh Martins
Photo Editor
Christopher Palanuk
Multimedia Editor
Hunter Ruland
Features Editor
Elizabeth Comiskey
Reporters
lan Trautman
Alec Ebert
Donny Morrison
Columnist
Dylan Plummer
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The prosecution argued that MacKay understood the lan-
guage of the prostitution trade and his texts were interpreted
accordingly.

When Newell was communicating with MacKay, the detec-
tive asked for MacKay to purchase a condom. Later MacKay
texted that they should “do it BB :

The prosecution argued that in context the abbreviation was
prostitution trade slang for “bareback” — sex without protection.

The defense argued that MacKay did not respond to the text
about purchasing a condom, and when he said “BB” he was
referring to Burrito Boy, where the two had eaten together in
the past. The defense produced a Burrito Boy receipt as physical

evidence to back the claim.

On March 2, the trial jury found MacKay guilty of three of the
four counts of prostitution and not guilty of all other offenses.

The court received letters from 83 community members
expressing support for MacKay and requesting clemency on
his behalf.

Judge Karrie McIntyre imposed a 90-day consecutive sen-
tence. The first 30 days of MacKay’s sentence must be served in
jail, without alternatives. The remaining 60 days are eligible for
alternate program such as community service. MacKay must
also serve probation, “complete any treatment” ordered by the
probation officer and attend a sex buyer accountability class.

New club makes
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biology approachable

Biology club comes back
after years on hiatus

ALEC EBERT
REPORTER

Lane students are involved in several
on-campus clubs relating to material
they’re studying. From the Fencing Club
to the Capriccio Performance Club to
digital drawing — you will find it here
at Lane.

However, one student notes that a
subject has been neglected. Until recently,
students who are interested in biology

and I think it was when Gail Baker was
here,” Rogers said.

Rogers explained that Gail Baker was
at one time one of the top biology instruc-
tors at Lane who is now working with the
Native Plant Society. Baker is credited
for writing much of the biology depart-
ment's curriculum at Lane that is still
being used today.

“We really just wanted to start a plat-
form where we can educate folks on really
interesting things involving biology which
is such a broad topic,” said Rogers.

The goal of the Biology Club is to get
a wide spectrum of students involved in
the field rather than only students who
major in biology.

information. ,

“It’s very important for biologists to
have a variety of sources. That way we get
to know all of the new names in science
and all of the new things that are happen-
ing in science;” Rogers said.

Rogers is also confident that biology
will always have a place in science cur-
ricula at the higher education level and
has a positive attitude about the future of
biology and other science subjects.

“There’s been forces trying to stop the
path of science forever. If science was going
to get stopped then it would have stopped
at the burning down of Alexandria and it's
never stopped. There’s always been back
tracking and we may have to relearn some

300 words.
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have never had an outlet to discuss things
relating to this subject of study.
Bailey Rodgers is the president of the

excited for students who are interested in
biology to have a place to converse with
other students who are studying this field
to share their ideas and findings.

“In my time coming to school at Lane
I've never known of Bio Club; at least

Rogers said.

Facebook page for a bio club for Lane,

| March 15
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“People bring in papers or just come
in to listen and then those of us who did ~ we can't just give up” said Rogers.
bring in a piece of material give a brief
newly founded Biology Club. She’s very summary of it. They don't read the whole
thing but if there is a consensus that it’s
something that we're interested in, then
that's where the discussion comes in,”

Rogers went on to explain that every
student who brings material to the club
for three years I did however find anold  will need to bring a variety of sources

Potter Pre-Finals
Destress Event

Center Buil dm .
~elane Symphomc Band  Hall
7:30 p.m. in Ragozzino

things. Our future is always uncertain but

The club’s first event will be March 17,
Building 16, Room 115, entailing a biology
talk on the luck of the four leaf clover and
other genetic oddities.

This will be the event that will con-
sistently happen every month for the
Biology Club, but Rogers hopes that with
increasing student involvement, more
events other than these will happen in

relating to how and where they got their  the near future.

TITAN

Calendar

March 17
sStudent Showcase _
' 12 p.m. in Ragozzino Hall
m., 2nd floor, eLane Jazz Ensemble
' 7:30 p.m.in Ragozzmo

' Suggested donation of $3- $10: |

iSugfested donatlon of



Wednesday, March 15, 2017

theTorch // www.lcctorch.com

Science department feels
pressure due to declining
enrollment

EL1ZABETH COMISKEY
FEATURES EDITOR

Lane Community College is facing the
potential loss of a 16-year old learning lab.
Lane’s declining enrollment is creating
a decrease in student fees. If funding is
not acquired by the end of the year the
wet lab in Building 16 will be dismantled.

The wet lab was built in 2000 under
the design and direction of Carrie Newell,
Lane science instructor and marine
biologist of 20 years.

“Whenever I look at the wet lab, I
think about the dream, and then its
design. Now it is a full-blown lab where
students perform experiments every
term,” Newell said.

The tropical and cold water tanks
create a learning opportunity, science
instructor Albert Pooth explained.

“The wet lab is a valuable resource for
the whole college. Prospective students,
their families, visitors and even kids from
the daycare center check out our marine
animals,” Pooth said.

The wet lab offers much more than
viewing — classes at Lane utilize the lab
for hands-on learning.

“I've seen photography classes learn- -

ing about taking pictures through glass
and marine biology students acquaint
themselves with creatures before field
trips to the coast,” Pooth said.

The wet lab houses experimental tanks
for students to do research projects and
to execute experiments.

In July 2004, Newell and her students
conducted an experiment at the wet lab.

She brought mysids, small shrimp-like
crustaceans, from the coast in order to
research their life cycle in connection
with gray whales. The research conducted
by Newell and her students proved to
be groundbreaking. The findings of the
research brought Jean-Michel Cousteau
to Lane in order to include the research in
his PBS documentary, “The Gray Whale
Obstacle Course.”

Science Division Dean Paul Ruscher
supports the wet lab. Over four years
ago he applied a small student fee for
the oceanography, aquatic environment
and biology classes. He says he did this
in order to “help ensure the adequacy of

_resources to the student advancement.”

The science division is facing the threat
of losing future funds with the enrollment
decline, which decreases the amount of
money in student fees for the operations
of the wet lab. If the department cannot
secure $2,500 - $3,000 a year the wet lab
will be dismantled. The marine creatures
would be rehomed and student employees
laid off. Funding from student fees would
then be used for departmental supplies.

Ultimately it is Dean Ruscher’s deci-
sion if the wet lab will have funding for
next year.

“The decision will be based on avail-
able resources provided by the college
and input from division staff and faculty. I
don't think it is in jeopardy;” Ruscher said.

Science department faculty and staff
members stood together with one state-
ment — students have control over what
resources will continue to be made avail-
able in the science department. The
engagement by students would make a
huge difference.

“If people know the full uses of the
wet lab then I think there would be more
people willing to help it. Awareness is the
key,” Newell said.

__journalistic

Elizabeth Comiskey / Editor

The tropical fish tank in the wet lab located in Building 16 is a home to a
variety of warm water marine life.
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STUDENTS FINALLY GET
.EDU' ADDRESSES

Lane begins partnership with Google,
students and faculty reap Suite benefits

Kira Jones / Editor-in-Chief
Lane student Shawn Bernheisel works on a final project for his Image
Communications class in the downstairs media lab in Building 17 on March 14.

Monday - Thursday, 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Fridcxy, 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
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This week Lane Community College is
rolling out a new program that will give
students a “.edu” email address. Through a
partnership with Google they have created
a user-friendly and interactive system for
students by introducing G Suite, formerly
known as Google for Education.

G Suite is a cloud-based network that
will help students stay connected. It offers
everything a normal gmail account would,
except it’s more suited for educational
purposes. G Suite is free to nonprofit
education institutions.

Google states, "We do not collect, scan
or use your G Suite data for advertising

_purposes and do not display ads in G Suite,

Education, or Government core services.”

According to a New York Times article,
over the last four years, Apple’s iPads and
Mac notebooks — which accounted for
about half of the mobile devices shipped
to schools in the United States in 2013 —
have steadily lost ground to Chromebooks,
inexpensive laptops that run on Google's

Chrome operating system and are pro-
duced by Samsung, Acer and other com-
puter makers.

While Lane still uses Apple devices in a
large majority of its classrooms, the move
to G Suite could be an indication of the
growing shift from Apple to Microsoft
programs in public educational institutions.

Many students already benefit from
Google by using programs such as Google
Drive and Google Docs to write papers
and create powerpoints as a group. Second
year Lane student [an Epperson has been
using his Google account for school for
over a year.

“I prefer Google Docs over anything
because it autosaves as I type. If T acci-
dentally close out of the page, I know my
work is still there,” Epperson said.

G Suite isn’t only geared to help stu-
dents. A program called “Classroom,” will
help teachers easily grade assignments and
keep large workloads organized.

According to Wikipeida, G Suite is the
number one platform in education, with
over 70 million registered users worldwide.

DENALI
2006
Literature und Arts Magazine




FIRST TIME FORAGING
KICK BACK, RELAX & DINE
WET YOUR WHISTLE
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Oregon'’s Iandscape is rich with dense wooded areas. As the seasons change, so do the mushrooms As
spring heralds rising temperatures, you'll probably want to be spending more time outsid
foragmg is a great way to get out, commune wnth nature and brmg home a tasty treat.

This guide is an introduction to nmghmum hunti

Formore i

KNOW THE FORAGING LAWS

The Siuslaw National Forest, which surrounds Florence,
does not require a permit. Personal foraging is limited to
one gallon. For any larger amount, you will need a permit.

A free use permit can be obtained from the Forest
Service for the Deschutes, Fremont-Winema, Willamette
and Umpqua national forests. Permits are valid through
the end of each calendar year, and clearly state what is
and is not allowed.

Privately owned forests each have their own regulations.
Some sell permits, some do not. It is illegal to forage in
any state park.

There are laws restricting harvest of certain mushrooms
such as matsutake, due to their rarity and/or commercial
value. For more clarity on harvest laws, research the specific
area you want to pick, and find out who manages the land.

AREAS TO FORAGE

The most promising foraging spots for a sizable find of
edible mushrooms are located in the national forests.
From the Eugene/Springfield area try Willamette
National Forest or Siuslaw National Forest. For ease, use
trailheads off of Hwy 56 or 126 in Willamette N. F. and
trailheads off of Hwy 126 for the Siuslaw National Forest.

i H:m notb
urces afi

From Florence, most of the Siuslaw N. E. is easily acces-
sible. Depending on whether you are looking for coastal
species, you may want to consider accessing the Siuslaw
along U.S. 101 or further inland along Hwy 126.

WHATTO BRING

Every mushroomer needs something to carry their loot.
A woven basket is the most commonly suggested item to
carry your spoils.

Why not just use a plastic bag? Putting mushrooms in
permeable container, like a wicker basket or even a mesh
bag, allows the spores to be carried off in the wind as you
move throughout the forest. Having a firm container, like a

IROOMING

. Do NOT EA’! 1T UNLESS YOU' ‘RE ccmrmﬁm If you have

’

any uncertamtsas it's best to consult an expert.

 KNOW YOUR TREES. Most choice edible mushmoms
| grow afong with speaf:c trees.

DON'T GET mscoumar:b when you don t get iucky
ﬂght away Wnth emersion comes know}edge

ushroom

€ resource.

basket, is also nice, because it can protect your mushrooms
better than a flimsy container.

A pair of gloves can be useful too when trying to soften
up the soil around a mushroom. A knife is a must-have.
Sometimes you can't pluck a mushroom, like ones growing
on trees, and you need to cut them from away from their
substrate.

Rain pants are great, even when it isn’t raining. Whether
it's mud, water or thorns, protect your pants from foliage
near the ground.

A compass and a whistle are useful, especially for those
who keep their eyes on the ground and tend to forget
where they’re going.

MAKE A SPORE PRIN"!.:_E'sp.e-ci'aily with gilled

mushrooms, spore color can be a useful aspect for
identification. It's best to cut the stem as close to the

cap as possible, place it on a piece of paper and cover
it with a glass, bowl or jar. Leave the cap for between

a couple hours and up to a day. It's best to use
checkered black and whrte paper m case rhe spcres

 are ixght in coior -

Sppvinglime Hudfing

OYSTER MUSHROOMS grow on trees, typically on
hardwoods, but you can find them growing on conifers as
well. They are typically found decomposing logs or dead
trees, but they can be found on live trees. The cap of the
mushroom is typically convex to flat. The gills are often
closely packed, and run along most of the underside of
the mushroom and down the stem. Gills are pale/gray,
sometimes turning yellowish with age.

CHANTERELLES are most common in the fall, but can be
found during spring as well. The most signifying charac-
teristic of chanterelles is the ridges underneath the cap.
Sometimes distinguishing between gills and ridges can be
difficult. Be aware of poisonous look-alikes such as the
false chanterelle and woolly chanterelle

SPRING KING BOLETE is a relatively large mushroom.
The cap is matte, not slimy. The underside of the cap has
pores for spore disbursement. The pores create a sponge-
like surface. Pores will be white when young and turn
cream-yellow as they mature. The stem is typically thick
and bulbous. Look for these mid to late spring.



theTorch // www.lcctorch.com

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

ICK BACK,

LANE COUNTY IS CHOCKED FULL OF HIDDEN, TASTY TREASURES
just waiting for you to try out. What will you discover this Spring Break? Here
at The Torch we've cherry picked an eclectic array of places that we think you
may enjoy, whether you're looking to cool off and hydrate after a long hike,
pass the time before enjoying a performance at the Hult Center, or perhaps
you've got a romantic date planned with your sweetheart now that finals have
passed? Whether you're hanging out indoors or heading out into the sunshine
of springtime, we've got some ideas for you.

PLEASE YOUR PALATE

MEZZA LUNA :

Are you sitting down? Because this agonizingly delicious pizza will knock you
off your feet. With three locations to choose from, you're sure to pass by one
around Eugene or Springfield — just be sure not to pass it up! Mezza Luna
really caters to pizza lovers of all kinds with vegetarian, vegan, and gluten free
options in addition to traditional meat pies. Everyone is sure to find something
to satiate their appetites. Of course they've got appetizers, salads and drinks
to round it all out.

Our recommendation: “Oliver’s Travels.” Grab a slice of this New York-style thin
crust pizza as big as your face, and perfectly dressed with red sauce, smoked
mozzarella, salami, black olives and green peppers and you'll be in heaven.
What they lack in beers on tap they more than make up for in delicious pizza.

HANDY TIDBITS
Slices: $3-%$4
Whole pies: $15-$29
(4 Family friendly
9 Locations:
115 S 5th St, Springfield
933 Pearl St, Eugene
2776 Shadowview, Eugene
(= Suggested bus routes:
EMX to Springfield and Pearl St locations
12/66/67 to Shadowview location.

SABAI

Don't let its location fool you, this Thai-fusion eatery is perfect for a romantic
date night, right in the heart of Oakway Center. The ambiance is perfect for
getting cozy with a date, inside, or out on the patio. If the weather is favorable
and you get a chance to sit outside, there's a fountain just beyond their doors
—and who doesn't love a water feature? The professional and warm staff will
make you feel like royalty.

HANDY TIDBITS

Apps: $7-$16

Dinner and seasonal specials: $13 - $20

Fancy cocktails, including virgin options: $6-9

(/ Romantic date night

Q@ Location: Oakway Center, 27 Oakway Center, Eugene
= Suggested bus routes: 67/12

eigh Martins

PLACIDO'S PASTA SHOP

Placido's is no ordinary shop — it's rated by locals as one of the best places
to get a pasta fix in the Eugene area. While it's a great place to bring a
fellow lover of authentic Italian eats, Placido’s is a bit of a small outfit and
reservations are recommended. Make sure to plan ahead so you don't miss
out this spring break.

HANDY TIDBITS

Noodles and raviolis: $12-$15

(J Premium pasta

@ Location: 150 Shelton McMurphey Blvd #103, Eugene
2 Suggested bus routes: 55/51

ADDI'S DINER
Looking for pancakes the size of a car tire? Look no further. Addi’s Diner
is the place to go for good ol fashioned American diner foodstuffs. With
slightly wonky hours, opening at 4 a.m. and closing at 2 p.m., Addi's
Diner serves up all kinds of breakfast goods you just can't find anywhere
elseat4a.m...

HANDY TIDBITS

Sides and main dishes: $3-$9

(4 Traditional American Diner with truckstop hours
9 Location: 207 SE A St, Springfield

2 Suggested bus routes: EMX/85/18

CORNBREAD CAFE

Serving up vegan soul food dishes like chick’'n and waffles, TBLTs (i.e.,
a tempeh bacon, lettuce, tomato, sandwich), a French dip made with
sliced seitan, Southern-fried tofu patties, mac un-cheese, cheesy grits, and
greens — you'll leave Cornbread Cafe with a full belly and warm soul.

HANDY TIDBITS

Breakfast: $9-$11

Lunch/dinner: $8-$12

(4 Nap-inducing vegan soul food

@ Location: 1290 W 7th Ave, Eugene
{= Suggested bus routes: 41/32

KONA CAFE

Wanting to get those summer barbeque vibes flowing a little bit early? You
may just want to stop by Kona Cafe and peruse their authentic Hawaiian
barbeque fare. With a satisfyingly simple menu that’s also budget friendly,
Kona Cafe has options to satisfy appetites of any size. Want a half plate to
snack on? How about a sampler platter of all of the meats offered? A full
rack of ribs? Kona Cafe seems have it all. '

HANDY TIDBITS

Sides: $1-$2

Plates and sandwiches: $4-$11

Ribs (single-full rack): $2-$19

(4 Amazing Hawaiian food

9@ Location: 4605 Main St, Springfield
£ Suggested bus routes: 11



WET YOUR WHISTLE

Creative cocktails your thing? Check out
lzakaya Meiji Company in the Whiteaker. Its
unique cocktails and whisky selections are sure
to please. 345 Van Buren St, Eugene.

Craft beer more your style? Head downtown
and check out Elk Horn Brewery, which boasts
24 housemade beers on tap ~ everyone is
bound to find something to suit their tastes.
686 E Broadway, Eugene.

Calling all wine lovers - If you're looking for
a one-stop shop for excellent Oregon-made
wines, head to the Oregon Wine Lab for a tasting
in the Market District. 488 Lincoln St, Eugene,

Craving coffee? Wandering Goat, also in the
Whiteaker, is a great spot for getting a hot cuppa
sustainably produced and roasted joe. All of
their baked goods are vegan. 268 Madison St,
Eugene.

Tea-curious? Head to Townshend's Teahouse
downtown for over 100 varieties of loose-leaf
tea. 41 W Broadway, Eugene.

Photo courtesy of Hanna Chila, Elkhorn
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Global consumption of beef is
creating widespread negative impacts
environmentally and socially

Americans need to stop eating
beef. Now. The pleasures of the
meat are being outweighed by
the environmental and social
implications of its consumption.
These include the greenhouse
gases emitted by the animals, the
deforestation that the increasing
demand causes, and the extensive
amount of energy and resources
necessary to raise a single cow.

According to a study pub-
lished in the “Alliance of Crop;
Soil, and Environmental Science
Societies,” a scientific journal, a single cow can produce
anywhere from 250 to 500 litres of methane a day. The
methane is a bi-product of the digestive process of cows,
and is literally belched into the atmosphere.

Methane is a greenhouse gas that contributes to global
climate change, and makes up about 11 percent of the U.S.
annual greenhouse gas emissions, according to a report
by the EPA. The report goes on to specify that more than
two thirds of that methane is generated by livestock —
predominantly cows.

Not only is the demand for beef speeding up climate

DyLAN PLUMMER
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change, it is also increasing the speed of deforestation. As
the demand for beef rises, forests are cut or burnt to create
pastures for cattle. 65 - 70 percent of the deforestation
in Brazil is driven by cattle raising, according to Brazil’s
National Institute of Space Research and its Agricultural
Research Corporation.

The preservation of the Amazon, and rainforests around
the world, is imperative not only to the conservation of
biodiversity, but to the resources that humans depend on.
Over 50 percent of the species in the world live in rain-
forests, which cover only six percent of the earth’s surface.
Many medicines, including antibiotics, are found only in
the rainforests.

Deforestation is actually also contributing to climate
change. In the 1980s, the Amazon rainforest absorbed 2
billion tons of carbon from the atmosphere. Now, accord-
ing to a study released by the science journal “Nature,” it
is only absorbing half of what it did two decades ago. This
is due to environmental degradation and deforestation —
directly linked to the cattle industry.

There is also the social aspect of widescale deforestation.
In places like the Amazon, there are still tribes of indigenous
people that rely on the forest for their livelihood. By sup-
porting the market for beef, we are essentially supporting
the destruction of not only their lands, but of their culture.

-Finally, to fully understand the scope of this issue, we
have to look at the resources that are required to raise
cattle. According to a report by the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization, livestock currently graze 26
percent of the Earth’s terrestrial surface. Beef in particular
requires 28 times more land and 11 times more water than
the average of all other livestock resource requirements.

Don’t have a cow

Eliminating beef from the diets of Americans would be a
first step in checking our country’s huge overconsumption
of resources. To give some perspective, if everyone were to
consume resources like a U.S. citizen, we would need the
equivalent of 4.1 earths to sustain us, according to a study
by the Global Footprint Network.

It takes about 2,000 gallons of water to produce one pound
of meat, according to the Water Footprint Network. With
water shortages across the world, we cannot justify these
massive quantities being used unnecessarily. How can we
give our ability to consume beef, a luxury, precedent over
another human’s ability to feed themselves at all?

There are so many nutritiously, ethically and ecologi-
cally superior alternatives to beef. Bugs, for example, are
a great source of protein and are eaten by people all over
the world. Crickets have become somewhat popular even
in the U.S,, as they require 6 times less nutrients than
do cattle, while still offering a good source of protein.
They can be raised in extremely condensed spaces, which
would stop deforestation to create pasture land. They do
not produce greenhouse gases and can be fed on organic
food waste.

Once we consider all of the implications of society’s addic-
tion to beef, we have to ask ourselves if we can continue to
indulge ourselves with the consumption of this costly meat.
It is clear that American’s partiality to beef is contributing
to global problems such as deforestation, climate change
and the overconsumption of resources.

As these issues become more dire, the justifications for
consuming cow fade: It is easy to see that it is our moral
responsibility as citizens of the United States to lead the
world in finding ecologically sound alternatives to beef.

Statements and opinions expressed in these articles or illustrations are soley those of the
author or authors and may or may not be shared by the management and staff of The Torch.
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‘Kong’ dull island

Film is crowded with uninteresting
characters and tired cliches

HUNTER RULAND
MuLTIMEDIA EDITOR

With the recent rise in several studios trying to copy the
success of Disney’s Marvel Cinematic Universe, it makes
sense on paper to reboot a previous franchise that worked.
Legendary Pictures’s MonsterVerse, hopes to bring the
famous monsters made by the Japanese film company, Toho,
back to the spotlight. This franchise got off to a bumpy
start with the release of the disappointing 2014 reboot of
“Godzilla” — directed by Gareth Edwards (“Rogue One:
A Star Wars Story”) — which suffered from having lifeless
characters and a painfully slow paced narrative. “Kong:
Skull Island” is the second installment to this franchise and
hopes to be entertaining. However, “Kong: Skull Island” is
both better and worse than Edwards’s “Godzilla.”

Set in 1973, “Kong: Skull Island” follows a group of
scientists and soldiers who travel to an uncharted island,
known as Skull Island, to map and explore the area. Upon
arriving, they are attacked by a giant ape, King Kong, and
are thus stranded. The surviving members must navigate
their way through the island and try not to get eaten by
the dangerous creatures of the island.

The film continues the strange trend of taking a director
who made a critically well received indie film and give them
a mega-blockbuster. This time, it's Jordan Vogt-Roberts
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(“The Kings of Summer”) who got plucked from the indie
world and he might have been the wrong choice. His over-
stylized direction makes for a very obnoxious viewing
experience comparable to a Michael Bay film. The abrupt
editing and rapid pacing in this film is annoying as well, as
it gives the audience no breathing room. Also, his directo-
rial influence isn’t subtle as he tries to emulate “Jurassic
Park” and “Apocalypse Now;” but ends up forgetting to be
its own entity.

The biggest misstep was the size of Kong, it is impossible

to take seriously. This was done so that King Kong would
be big enough to fight Godzilla in a future face-off film,
but his size comes across as absurd. Granted, it’s not like
the story of “King Kong” was believable to begin with.

The film is overpopulated with performers who try to
do the best with the bland material they were given. Tom
Hiddleston and Brie Larson play ‘70s characters that were
considered cliche in the ‘70s. John C. Reilly is supposed to
be the comedic relief/exposition delivery man of the film,
but his performance doesn't mesh well with the film’s tone.
The only actor who has any true depth is Samuel L. Jackson
as Lt. Packard. At the start of the film, his character is dis-
appointed about leaving Vietnam as he feels like he never
got to fully complete his job. On the island, he feels like he’s
finally getting the war he missed out on. His character also
has a Captain Ahab-esque relationship with Kong, which
is shown in some impressive visuals with Packard staring
up at Kong in fury as the world around him is in flames.

“Kong: Skull Island” marks strike two for this
MonsterVerse, as it goes over the top with its action and
gives little dimension to its characters. While the film could
pass as a generic popcorn flick with a few entertaining
monster fights, the film doesn't honor the legacy of the
iconic character. We can only hope that next year’s “Godzilla:
King of the Monsters” won't be strike three.
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Students can’t wait
to put their feet up

Lane students share their plans
for spring break

ALEC EBERT
REPORTER

As this term comes to a close, Lane students will be
looking forward to a few days to relax and take a breather
from campus life and responsibilities over spring break.

This year’s fall and winter terms have been exceptionally
dark and gloomy with little sunshine and not too much
room for outdoor activities or getting motivated to spend
time with friends and family.

However, spring break often provides students at differ-
ent colleges around the country a window of opportunity
to do so.

Alif Subardi is a second year foreign exchange student
from Malaysia who is studying chemical engineering. He
said he’s really looking forward to taking some time to
relax at home. When asked about his plans for the break he
seemed ready to get some rest and prepare for next term.

“I'm not going home, but
I plan to talk to my family
and take some time to relax,”
Subardi said.

Not everyone, is planning
on sticking around Eugene,
however. Anthony Collins
has a rather unusual plan for
his week off. Collins plans on
heading down to California to
find a local coconut distributor so he can sell them whole-
sale up here around town at local events and gatherings.

“You don't really see anyone selling fresh coconuts to
eat up here, 'm thinking about selling them outside of
shows at the WOW hall, there’s always something going
on there on the weekends and I think people would love
it;” Collins said.

Even though some students are tired of belng glued to
textbooks, Emily Miracle is looking forward to doing some
light reading over the break.

“Reading and sleeping is what I'm looking forward to
most. 'm going to read ‘A Werewolf in Bamberg. It's a.1700s
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“I'm planning on taking
my kids to Disneyland for
the first time.”

Blenders Cafe employee

fantasy murder mystery. Other
than that I don't have too much
planned,” Miracle said.

Some of Lane’s staff have
some great things planned,
too. Taya Ream works on
campus at Blenders Cafe in
the Center Building, she’s been
an employee for the college for
19 years but has only worked
at Blenders for the last two. Her plan for spring break is
rather special though.

“I'm planning on taking my kids to Disneyland for the
first time! They don’t know I'm taking them yet, I think
that they will be very surprised,” Taya said.

Taya hasn’t been to Disneyland herself since she was a
kid and is looking forward to some of the newer attractions.

Not everyone at Lane has something grandiose planned
for spring break but the feeling from students and staff
is that we all need a break from our busy schedules on
campus and hopefully some will get to enjoy some nice
weather as well.

Taya Ream
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e Plntos Ly-mﬁ;tophr Palanuk / .Pho;ol Editor
Ashley Walters (left) and Olivia Lane (right) run in the second heat of the 100 meter hurdles
at the women's heptathlon on March 7. Placing second and fourth in the event, respectively,
Walters earned 603 points and Olivia Lane finished with 548 points. The six Lane heptathletes
all met the NWAC minimum qualifying standards with Olivia Lane placing the highest with
3789 points.

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Olivia Lane (top) unsuccessfully lunges over the high
bar during the high jump at the women's heptathlon
on March 7, placing third in the event, Lane earned 621
points.

Gabriella Mace (bottom) runs in the 200m dash at the
women's heptathlon. Placing first in the event, Mace
earned 838 points and finished with a time of 25.3
seconds.

Lady Titans exit first round

TYLER PLUMMER
PHOTOJOURNALIST

The women’s basketball team made the
NWAC tournament with a 25-4 overall
record and won their final game of the
regular season 78-56 at Chemeketa in
Salem on March 4. They lost in the first
round of the playoffs to Columbia Basin
73-57 on March 11. Jordan Rodriguez
was the NWAC leader in assists with 194
total and averaged 6.47 assists per game.
Freshman guard Amber Lease led all Titan
scorers with 12 points during the first round
game of the NWAC Tournament against
Columbia Basin. S

Last 5 Games

Feb. 22 - Lane, 76 Mt. Hood, 36

Feb. 25 - Lane, 76 Portland, 52

March 1 - Lane, 74 Linn-Benton, 72

March 4 - Lane, 78 Chemeketa, 56

March 11 - Columbia Basin, 73 Lane, 57

.ths by Christopher Palanuk / Photo Editor
Lane Titan guard Amber Lease low-fives her
teammates before a game against the Chemeketa
Storm on Jan. 28. Lease, who led her team during
the first round of playoffs with 12 points, ended the
2016-2017 season as the third place overall assist
leader with 158 total assists.

First
‘season win

TYLER PLUMMER
PHOTOJOURNALIST

The Lane baseball team won their first game at Lower
Columbia College 7-3 on March 12, bringing their overall
record to 1-6. They play Treasure Valley Community College
for two doubleheaders on March 17 and 18 at PK Park. Bryce
Mulcahy leads the team in RBI with 4 and in home runs by 1.

Last 5 Games

March 1 - Linn-Benton, 4 Lane, 2

March 10 - Lower Columbia, 1 Lane, 0

March 10 - Lower Columbia, 2 Lane, 1

March 12 - Lower Columbia, 7 Lane, 1

March 12 - Lane, 7 Lower Columbia, 3
Lane Preview

The Lane track and field team is hosting a preview event on
March 17 and 18 from 11:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Anyone who is
a college athlete or older can participate in this event. Rogue
Community College and SW Oregon Community College
will be attending as well.



